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DEPARTI.ENT STORE CREDIT- - .NOVEMBER. 1952 . 

Ir istaluent- accounts outs tanding a t department s t o r e s showed 
a f u r t h e r seasonal gain' during .November;., Balances a t - t h e end of t h e -
month.v.'ere about 5 per cent, above, a month' e a r l i e r and about 16 per 
cent above November a year ago'.. Col lec t ions on ins ta lment ' accounts 
increased s l i g h t l y , but t h e ' r a t i o .of -collections.-.auring the month . fo ' 
balances outs tanding on the f i r s t of the month dropped; 1 p o i n t . The 
November r a t i o of 17 per. cent was h po in t s below a year ago. 

Charge accounts outs tanding a t department s t o r e s a l s o con- , 
t inned t o inc rease in November. The gain , . [ la rgely seasonal in na tu re , 
brought month-end balenc es_ t o ;_a; l e v e l 8 per cent above October 31. 
Charge accounts were up only s l i g h t l y from a: year ago. , Col lec t ions , 
oh these accounts increased, in''November,, but. the c o l l e c t i o n r a t i o 
decreased t o hS> per c e n t . This was 2 po in t s below both a month . 
e a r l i e r - and November a year ago. • • ' 

Instalment s a l e s a t department s t o r e s decl ined 3; per cent : 
"in November, a month during which; an ihcrease i s usual . . Cash and 
charge-account . sa les increased 6 per cen t and 3 per cen t , r e s p e c t i v e l y . 
Compared with' a year ago, insta lment sale's were up s l i g h t l y , but . 
cash and charge-account sa les were .down ..substantially". 

Department Store S a l e s , Accounts Receivable, and Col lec t ions 

Percentage change fro: 
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Insta lment 
Charge accounts ' 

Accounts r e c e i v a b l e , end of month; 
Instalment accounts ; ~ 
Charge accounts . 
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Charge accounts; 
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Rat io of c o l l e c t i o n s during m'ohth.,to accounts r ece ivab le a t beginning, of. month: 

Instalment accounts 
Charge accounts -• 

Nov. 
1952 

t • 
•Oct. •" 
1952 

18 
•'50' 

.Nov. . 
1951 

• 2 - 1 . . 

50 . : 

NOTE:—Figures f o r November 1952 are pre l iminary and subj-ect t o r ev i s ion . Digitized for FRASER 
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-Cash and C r e d i t S a l e s , by F e d e r a l Reserve D i s t r i c t s 

Indexes ; 19ii7-l9k9 average = 100 
• Tv^clcl^ionf. col dc > Cash s a l e s I n s t a l m e n t s a l e s Charge-account s a l e s 

;-9Leryc^ Nov. Get . " Nov. Oct . Nov. " Nov. Oct . • K ov. 
d i s t r i c t 1952p 1952 1951 1952p 1952 1951 1952p 1952 1951 

B o s t o n ' 99 . 59 . 115 150 lb3. 169 98 97 127 
Ne;/ York 102 100 115 173 185 180 119 118 133 
P h i l a d e l p h i a 115 10L 125 15a-. 150 150 l u 5 • 132 157 
Cleveland 115 105 115 175 169 176 132 128 112 
Richmond 121 112 132 162 191 168 125 133 136 
A t l s n t a . 113 111 1-113 , 173 191 r l o 3 12k 127 130 
Chicago . . 107 103 l l u 168 176 163 131 125 1 kk 
£-0. - Souis 106 107 113 ' 1U7 157 160 125 125 135 
L i n n e a p c l i s - 103 115 107 256 373 2-28 125 148 131 
Ka-.sas Ci^y - 1 0 8 - 102 113 • 175 191 ' 168 131 130 111 
D a l l a s . 106 113 113 ' 1 8 6 205 162 126 IkO 139 
Sai. F r a n c i s c o 105 91 103 202. 18U .131; 128 111 125 

. L\ 5 . T o t a l 108 102 115 : 173 178 171 127 12 k 138 

- c c c u n t s Rece ivab le and C o l l e c t i o n s , by F e d e r a l Reserve D i s t r i c t s 

Federa l . 
Accounts o u t s t a n d i n g , end of month' C o l l e c t i o n r a t i o s # 

Federa l . 3: ±9U7-±9U9 average = 100 
Reserve I n s t a l m e n t Char; ; e -accoun t Ins ta lmei i t Chari ?e-account 
D i s t r i c t - Nov. Oct. Nov. Nov. Oct . Nov. Nov. Oct . Nov. Nov. Oct . Nov. 

1952P 1952 1951 1952p 1952 1951 1952p 1952 1951 1952p 1952 1951 

Boston - 200 192 Ilk 127 117 128 17 15 -18 kk u7 kl 
195 186 180 120 112 123 16 16 17 kk kS k6 

P h i l a d e l p h i a 171 157 157 161 113 .157 - 17 17 18 kk k$ 16 
Cleveland 189 181 177. 1 126 119 .131 1 16 17 19 k9 50 51 
Richmond ' 1 r 200 190 166 158 1 h9 l i |6 Ik 15 19 k2 k3 kk 

r. 2 i o 1 I 231 r202 1^3 138 r l 3 4 lk ! 15 17 36 38 r39 
, 207 ! 1198 186 137- 12 71 110' 20 1 21 2li ! 5U 57 57 

S t . Louis. .1 210 ! 200 1 lG3i ' 116 137 118 20 19 22 51 51 50 
Minneapol is ! -181 ! 175 16& ! 130 127 130 19- 20 22 53 61 Sk 
Kansao City { 2 . 7 ; 237 2161 11:4 136 117 16 17 21 k9 51 51 
D a l l a s ! 1 275 1 2L3 205! 1U7 lii3 lkk 12 13 18 k6 kl. k9-
San" F r a n c i s c o i 279 1 262 2071 H46 129 ̂  130 17 18 2k k8 . 52 51 

• m ! 

201 1821 1 3 8 . 128j 136 17 i 1 8 21 48 50 50 
. l_j 1 ! 1 
p — P r e l i m i n a r y , r—Revised • » 

— C o l l e c t i o n s dur ing month as pe rcen tage of accoun ts r e c e i v a b l e a t beg inn ing of 
month. 

NOTE:—These d a t a a r e - ^ a s e d on r e p o r t s of about 550 l a r g e department s t o r e s r e p o r t -
i ng s a l e s by type of t r a n s a c t i o n , about L?5 having charge accounts and 
about 375 hav ing i n s t a l m e n t a c c o u n t s . Back f i g u r e s . m a y be ob ta ined on 
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