
- - .. -

BOARD OP GOVERNORS OF -THE FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM 

G.17.3 • . • December $, 1952 

' DEPARTMENT STORE. CREDIT - OCTOBER 1952 -

„ Ins ta lment accounts- outs tanding a t department . s t o r e s , con-= 
t inned, to i nc rease during 'October-. The ga in , . l a rge ly seasonal in 

• nature , . brought outs tanding balances a t - t h e month-end t o a l e v e l 5 
per cent above September 30 and-17 per cent above the l e v e l of Oct- .. 
ober 31 a year ago. Col lec t ions on ins ta lment accounts increased 5 
per cent in October, but the r a t i o of c o l l e c t i o n s during the month 
to f i r s t - o f - m o n t h accounts . . receivable remained unchanged from the 
preceding month a t 18 per c e n t . This , however, was 3 po in t s below 
the c o l l e c t i o n r&tio of .a year ago. 

Charge accounts outs tanding a l so increased in October, a 
month dur ing which an expansion u s u a l l y occurs . At the end of the ' • 
month, outs tanding balances .were 9 per cent above a month ago and 5 
per cent above October a year ago. Col lec t ions on charge accounts 
increased 15 per cent in October, and amounted t o 50 per cent of 
balances ou ts tanding a t the f i r s t of the month. This .was 3 po in t s 
above the c o l l e c t i o n r a t i o f o r September, but t h e same as f o r Oct-
ober of l a s t yea r . • ' ; ' . " 

Instalment s a l e s a t department s t o r e s in October were up 
20 per. cent from the preceding month, while charge-account, and cash 
s a l e s gained 15 per c e n t . 7 Inc reases over a year -a go were a l so shown . .a 
by each type of t r ansac t i on—8 per cent f o r ins ta lment s a l e s , 3 per-
cent fo r charge-account s a l e s , and 1 per cent fo r cash s a l e s . 

Department Store Sa l e s , Accounts.Receivable, and Col lec t ions 

Percentage change from: 
Item ' - / - Sept . 1952 . 

t o 
Oct. 1952 

Oct. 1951 
t o 

Oct. 195.2 

Sales during month : . . 
Cash , . 
Ins ta lment 
Charge accounts 

+15 . 
+20 
+15 

+ 1 
+ 8 
+ 3 

Accounts r e c e i v a b l e , end of month 
Instalment accounts •• 
Charge accounts -

. ' +"5 
+ 9 

+17 
+ 5 • 

Col lec t ions during month 
Instalment accounts ; 

Charge accounts 
+ 5 . 
+15 

- 3 
+ 3 : 

Rat io of c o l l e c t i o n s during month t o accounts r ece ivab le a t beginning of month: ~ 

Oct. Sep t . . Oct. 
• 1952 1952 192: 

Insta lment accounts 18 18 21 
Charge accounts .50 / hi 50 

NOTE:—Figures f o r October 1952 a re pre l iminary and subjec t t o r e v i s i o n . Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis
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DEPARTlnlH? STORES - OCTOBER 1952 

Cash and Credi t Sa l e s , by Federa l Reserve D i s t r i c t s 

Federa l 
Reserve 
D i s t r i c t Oct. 

l % 2 p 

Cash sa l e 
Indexes.: • 1947-1949 ay 

Sept 7 
W 2 _ 

Oct. 
J ^ g l _ 

ins ta lment 
Oct. Sept . 

_195& 

age = 100 

t 7 
1951 

Charge-account ' sa les 
Oct. 
1952p 

Sept . 
_1952_ 

Oct. 
1951 

Boston" . .. 
. Kew'York 

Ph i lade lph ia 
Cleveland 

"Richmond -
At lan ta 
Chicago . 
S t . Louis 
-Minneapolis 
Kansas.City 

• Dal las 
bar. Francisco 

U. S. Tota l 

100 
104 
105 
112 
111 
103 
107 
115 
102 
113 

91 

102 

• 85 
81 
92 
89 

-97 
101 

90 
90 
96 
94 
89 
85 

89 

96 
102 
102 
103 
109 

r l O l 
101 
101 
108 
103 
100 

- 69 

101 

113 
185 
150 
169' 
190 
191 
176 
157 m 
205 
1% 

- 1 7 8 

123 
lk3 
131. 
140 
139 
175 

238 
161 
157 
.175 

149 

166 
169 
111 
168 
159 

r l 5 7 
158 
150 
326 
1.76 
1 6 1 . 
m 

161 

97 
118 
132 
128 
133 
127 
125 
125 
148 
128 
140 
110 

124 

87 
102 
111 
109 
117' 
112 
111 
107 
112 
117 
121 
101 

108 

111 
117 
129 
123 
127 

r l l ' 6 
121 
118 
138 
126 
125 
110 

121 

Accounts Receivable and C o l l e c t i o n s , by Federa l Reserve D i s t r i c t s 

-Federal 
Reserve 
D i s t r i c t 

Accounts ou ts tand ing , end of month 
Indexes: 1947-1949 average = 100 Col lec t ion ratios-::-

-Federal 
Reserve 
D i s t r i c t 

Ins ta lment Chare ̂ e-account. Tnstalment Char, ze-account 
-Federal 
Reserve 
D i s t r i c t Oct. 

' 1952% 
Sept, 
1952 

Oct. 
1951 

Oct. • 
1952P 

Sept. 
1952 

Oct. 
1951 

Oct. 
1952p 

Sept. 
1952 

Oct, 
1951 

Oct. 
1952p 

Sept. 
1952 

Oct. 
1951 

Eeston 192 190 163 117 101 . ill* 15 16 18 47 47 ko 
Rev; York 186 .168 163 112' 101 110 15 18 18 • 15 47 • 45 
Phi lade lph ia 157 ' 151 lk3 113 127 133 17 . • 17 20 15 42 48 
Cleveland 151 17k 165 119 110 117 . 17 16 19' 50 46 51 
Richmond 190 177 156 149. 136 132 15 15 19 43 ko 42 

' A t l an ta 231 220 r l 9 6 138 130 r l 2 6 • 15 15 17 38 37 r39 
Chicago 198 186 179 127 120 124 21 20 2k 57 53 57 
S t . Louis 2 CO 194 175 137 12k 132 19 • 19 23 51 .47 50 
l.Iinneapolis 175 156 159 127 ' 109 123 ' 20 20 25 61 55 57 
Kansas C i t y 235 228 20a 135 •' 130 135 - 17 16 21 51 • •kd 53 
Dal las 263 218 203 Ik3 127 . 129 13 13 18 k7 46 50 
San Francisco 262 250 189 128 126 116 18 19 22 52 k9 5it 

U. S. Tota l 201 190 172 128 . 118 122 • 18 18 21 50 47 50 

Revised 
->__0ollections during month as percentage of accounts r ece ivab le a t beginning of 

.month. 
NOTE:--These data are based on r epo r t s •o f about 550 l a rge department s t o r e s r e p o r t -

ing s a l e s by type of t r a n s a c t i o n , about 1*75 having charge accounts and 
about 375 having ins ta lment accounts . Back f i g u r e s may be obtained on 

_ . r eques t from the Division of Research and S t a t i s t i c s . Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis




