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DEPARTIENT STORE CREDIT ~ MARCH 1952

Department store instalment accounts receivable de<—~'""
clined 2 per cent from February to Ilarch, and at the month-end
were 8 per cent below the level of a year ago. liarch collections
on instalment accounts were up 6 per cent from the prévious
month and amounted to 20 per cent of accounts outstanding on
llarch 1 as compared with 18 per cent a month earlier.

Charge accounts also declined during lMarch. At the
. month-end they were 5 per cent below the February level and
. 2 per cent below larch a year ago. - Collections on charge
accounts were off 9 per cent in larch, but the collection
ratio increased 3 points to L8 per cent,

All types of sales 1ncreased substantially from
February to March, but were below year~ago figures, :Heowever,
this unfavorable year-to-yéar comparison reflects in part last - ¢
year!s earlier Easter buying.

Depar'bmént Store Sales, Accounts Receivable, and Collections

Percentage change from:

. . {"Feb. 1952 lar. 19;1

Ttem to to
B lMar, - 1952 Tar, 1952

Sales during month . . .
Cash . - +16 -9
Instalment : . +15 -5

Charge accounts R R -12

Accounts receivable, end of mcm'bh

Instalment accounts L. 2 ~8
Charge accounts -5 -2
Collections during nonth . )
_Instalment accounts +6 - g

-9

Charge accounts

Ratio of collections during month to accounts receivable at beginning. of month:

lar. Feb. TMar.
1952 1952 . 1951

Instalment accounts 20 18 19
o L8 Bt 59 ‘

Charge accounts
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Cash and Credit Sales, by Federal Reserve Districts

. . Tndexes: 19L7~191;9 average = 100
Federal Cash sales Tnstalment sales  |Charfe-account salec
neéserve Ter. Teb, Tar. Tar. Tebe | iare | Lar. | Feb. | lar.
District 1952p | 1952 | 1951 | 1952p | 1952 | 1951 | 1952p| 1952 | 1951
81 é3 S0 10k 77 | 13 82 €6 97
72 69 c1 115 . [ 1k | 118 92 77 | 17
o0 72 95 111 gL | 121 | 103 83 | 1i5
87 73 92 12k 116 | 137 | 101 €3 | 107
g 72 Sk _16o 95 | 163 %] s | 109
o1 Th 103 108 91 116 1m0, g6 117
87 75 92 118 03 | 126 95 86 | 112 -
82 70 83 116 99 | 122 95 g1 1 12
77 79 8L .| 173 | 231 | 193 89 | 1n1 99
89 71 93 . | 123 115 | 123 | 102 88 | 118
g0 75 96 Ll ¢ 119 121 1nh 91 116
75 62 “ 8L 131 118 | 13 60 79 | 105
83 - 72 91 o122 106 | 129 s6 |- 83 109

iccounts Receivable and Collections, by Federal Reserve Districts

. Accounts outstanding, end of month| R L
Tederal © ' |Indexes: 1947-1°49 averagzé = 110 Collection ratios*
Zeserve . Instalment Charge-account Instalment Charge-account
District TArs |FED.|iaTe| 18re |FE€D,[liars| 1ar, |FeD,.|Lar.| iar. |Feb.fiar.
1 1952p|1952]1951] 1992p[1952{1951] 1952p(1952[1951| 1952p[1952|1951

17h [ a7k as7| 105 [ 112) 113 19 |17 |18 | L9 |Lb |50
141 1541 1761 103 1781 173 18 15 |18 LS Lo | 52
153 | 155]167) 131 |133|131| 19 |17 |18 | L | L5 | L6
172 | 17hfasol 113 | 116) 116 2§ |17 [19 | L8 L9 | 5D

173 169|137 | 1k6| 132 16 |15 |17 | 39 |36 L3
206 | 217 128 131] 127| 17 16 | 16 33 36 |

133| 205|135 122|121 24 |2 [23 | 53 | L |57
1394 202 129 |'139) 12L| 2¢ 20 |19 | L7 | L8 ;L8
65| 172| 108 116 112 22 22 |22 | 53 53 153
210|220 | 126 [ 1357 12%f 21 (19 |21 S1 | L7 i 53
197 2h2| 122 | 127l 123| 18 [17 |15 | L9 |L7
226 | 212|119 127]122| 1% 19 | 20 L8 L6
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118 |12kta2o] 20 {18 |19 | L8 | L5 50

T~=rrslirinary | R .
#--Collecticns during month as percentage of accounts receivable at bezinning of
i monthae . :
NOTE:--These data are based cn reports of about 550 larze department stores report-
inz sales by type of transaction, about L75 having charge accounts and
L about 375 having instalment accounts. Back figures may be obtained on,
Digitized for FRAS&R% from the Division of Research and Statistics. ’
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ )
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