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Instalment accounts receivabls at ‘department stores declined
to a level 5 per
cent below that for December, DBalances on Jznuary. 31 were 8 per cent

ceasonally in Jaru.(r/, bringing the month~end total

less than thoese on the same date last year, Collections

on instalment

nccounts vere up 6 per cent in January, but the coliection ratio re-
rained at 19, twe same as in the preceding month and irn January a J"al‘

.ago,

Charze-accounts receivable were dovm .20 per cent from the end
of Decerber, but were off only 1 per' cent from the Jear—abo level.
in -Januery, when

Collections on charge accounts increased 3 per cent

sharp gains are usual. The collection ratio of L7 was two .points

above that for December but thren points-below tbe ratio for January

1951,

All types of sales showed the usual sharp declines from

DCecember to January, Sales during the month were also substantially

less then in January a year aoo.

|

Department Store Sales,; Accounts Receivable, and Collections

Percentage change from:

Dec. 1951 Jan, 1951
Ttem to. to .
Jan. 1952 Jan. 1952
Sales during. month -
Cash =5k . -9
Instalment -L7 ~15 7
Charge accounts -51 -17
i ccom‘ts receivable, end of month
ent accounts -5 -8
Charze accounts -20 -1
Collections during month :
Instalment accounts + 6 - L
+3L 0

Charge accounts .

Ratio of collections during month to accounts receivable at beginning of month:

Jan. " De
Instalment accounts - I 19 S 19
Cherge accowls L7 Ls 50

co Jan.
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during ronth as percentage of accounts receivable 2t beginning cf
basc previously used to a 1547-15L%

se datz are bazed on reports of about 550 large depariment stores report-
¢ sales by typce of transacticn, cbout 1475 having charge accounts and
o _ztout 375 having instalment accounts., Back figures be obtained on
Digitized for FRA, ¥365t from the Division of Research and Statistics.
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