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DEP.'tRTIiENT STORE CRLDIT- OCTOBER 1950 ^ . 

Instalment accounts receivable at - department stores increased further 
in October but. at a much- slower rate than in the preceding three months•. At • 
trie :.;Cnth-end this type of credit was .approximately one and one-half, times the 
amount outstanding on October 31 last year. Collections on instalment accounts 
r 5 ~r c-.nt larger than in September but the ratio of collections to accounts 

r c iv t Is. on the first of the month- remained at lu per cent. At this rate of 
i -> r outstanding indebtedness v;ould be liquidated in a somewhat shorter 
-eneo ti-.an a year earlier, • , •" ~ ' 

Char re acc cunts outstanding on October. 31. v/ere 3 per cent larger than 
at the end cf September and 13 per - cent greater than c'n the corresponding date 
of lyhs . Collections on char re accounts rose 10 per cent from September ,to 
October but the collection ratio, basea on first-cf-month accounts receivable, 
v.as unchanged at pi ,.or cent. 

Total sales at ue^artment stores declined slightly in' October when some' 
increase is usual. Credit'sales .cf both types were "below the advanced levels of 
the third quarter. From September 'to October instalment sales declined 12 per 
cent and charge-account sales, 1 per cent. Both .continued v/ell above year-ago 
levels. The volume of cash sales showed little change from either the preceding 
month or the corresponding month of lyl*9. - . ' 

Department Store-Sales, Accounts Receivable, and Collections 

; ' Percentage? change from: 

Item . 
Sept.. 1950 /Oct. 19L9 . 

Item . to to 
Oct. 1950 Oct. 1^50. 

Sales during month' 
Cash 0 + 1 
Instalment - _• -12 + 9 . 
Charge account . - 1 + 7 • ' 

,'.ccounts receivable, end of month , 
Instalment accounts • . •• • + 2 
Charge accounts .. - + 3 - +13 

•Collections during month -
+Lo Instalment accounts + 5 +Lo 

Cnarge- accounts +10 •; + 11; 

Ratio of collections during .month to accounts receivable at beginning of month: • 
. Oct. . Sept. Oct. 

Instalment accounts • T T 
Charge accounts •' - , '51- * 51 53 

liOTZ.--Figures for October 1950 are preliminary and subject to revision. 
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szc'.cs - ccic5:f 1950 

Cash and Credit Sales, by - Federal .[(serve districts 

Indexes ; l;'nl av"i> aje = 100 
: a c-r cl- ish sales In? t v sales Cnarao—accour.t salts 

Cct. Sept. Oct. Get. i aeui . ! Oct. Oct. Soot. Oct. 
19;0p 1-50 1969 Iy50p ! i>5( 1969 i/50p 1/-50 m ? 

uster 1>7 213 2::l - 25a 2 9' 2:/ 210 210 20: 
.aav- fork 269 2 66 2:5 2/0 31: 273 I96 1/3 IjO 
P 3l±ia . 215 217 20. 261 2 6, 23v 25: 213 231 

2:7 2:1 1>5 321 • 33« 236 236 2 36 203 
21-: 21: 20: ' 1>C 22; • 199 262 267 . 227 
2:2 2:2 271 2:5 356 2 76 2:5 262 
'221 226 21a 233 2-i;. 215 2-37 263 216 

ft. Louis" 21: i 223 227 2:7 35<- 2/6 226 2it3 22 J 
- lis 273 262 279 535 - 50' ' 363 310 266 299 

27J 296 2 JO 2/0 35 266 250 2'Ch 266 
275 i 270 2:2 33% : 61: 636' 309 31c- 290. 

r-^-iscc | 
• • r 

2 C 1 ; 211 215 •_ 2 U • 2al 1:3 ' 229 231 225 

- ' U. c. Total! | 217 ^ 1 2 73- 30u 2i;6 236 233 220 

.-.ccour.ts rtc-cvivaLle and Collections, by Feie-al Reserve Districts 

: :andj.nc .a nd of rnciith 
- .Feoerai s; -U61 « 100 Collection ratios* 

aesorve 0 . -• aj: ount | last 6 : ent Char.ee-acccur.t 
. Distract - LCI,. -•-i-t'. ̂  JL. ' XI, Oct. } ...a-• Oct. Oct. Soot. Oct. 

195 1 CO :]/U'6y5:p ̂ 1/50 1969 3 9.̂ 0 a 'l95u 1969 1950p 1950 19L9 

I : a: :a " ' 23-- 23- ! 15 1/9 167 175 15 

1— 

i; 16 66 1*3 67 
1,-: 1.6 ! 13-lol. 176 i'_: 17 ]•> 16. 66 .69 h$ 

: __.lo.ia 23; 225 
i 17-:-

252 233 221 17 17 19 . 51 63 51 
2 - J 2:3 i/i 223 215 i/i l; " 17 ia 51 51 
167 1:6 16L 1/9 laj 177 ' 16 10.. .20 h3 h2 
6.1+6 629 277 223 221 206 lh 16 15 63 63 66 
'221 219' 166 221 219 190 ' 21 21 23 '53 57 61 
365 2/5 265 2:2 266 229 la 16 26 51 69 Sh 
256 2„3 1:6 226 211 201. 21 19 2h 57 53 59 
362 360 2:o 237 '39 201 16 17 23 56, 53 53 

- 566 5:1 315 2 31 ' 223 210 12 . 12 1< 51 50 52 
' r .r o.sco 2 76 278 1.0; 269 215 I60 19 20 21 56 51 56 

U. F. Total 261 256 175} 216 ' 210 . '191 . JG 13 20 -51 51 53 

- C j a urine conih as percent;are cf accounts receivable at beginning of 

—-nose aota are vase a en revert: of aocm it 75 ] ar re aepartaent stores roport-
-r----i-'-- vy Lype cf transaction, ::.crn t.\an a CO having char ye accounts and about 
3:6 navinr instal.aent accounts. Back ai;aires may bn *bta inod en.request fro;:i the 
0iv6s::n of Research and Ooatistics. . . 
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