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DEPARTMENT STORE CREDIT - .
ARCH 1950

Instalment accounts receivable at depariment stores on Larch 31
showed little change fmom those at the close of the preceding month, but
cecnticued substantially higher than'those of a year earlier. Collections
on instalment accounts were 13 per cent above those of February, and the
collection ratio based on first-of-month outstandings rose 3 points to
20 per cent. The average repayment period for instalment accounts outstands
ing in Liarch vas approximately 8 months, about a month longer than in larch

19L9. -

Charge acccunts receivable at the end of larch were 3 per cent
below those of a month earlier but sorewhat larger than ‘the amount out-
standing on ilarch 31 last year. Collections on charge accounts decreased
L per cent from February to ilarch. The ratio of collections during the
nonth to accounts receivable at the beginning of the month was about 53 per
cent, compared with.L8 per cent in February and 55 per cent in iarch 1949.

- Department store sales showed somewhat less than the customary
seasonal increase in liarch. Cash and charge-account sales were nearly one-
third larger than in February, but cash transactions continued in smaller
volume than a year earlier. The llarch rise in instalment sales was less
marked than for other types of transaction; however, such: sales were still

considerably above the year-ago level,
Departrment Store Sales, .Accounts Receiveble, and Collections

Percentage change Trom:
. Feb. 1950 lar., 19L9
Tten ' to to

lar. 1950 iar. 1950

Sales during month

" Cash - . - 431 -5
Instalment Col +25 +33 -
Charge account +31 0

Accounts receivable, end of month .
Instalment accounts +1 +37
-3 + 3

Charge acccunts

Collections during month
Instalment accounts . . : +13 +20
Charge accounts . . -bL . + 2.

Ratio of collections during month to accounts receivable at beginning of month:

Mar. < Feb. . Mar.
1950 . 1950 L9
Instalment accounts ¢} T 23
Charge accounts R © 53 . .48 55

#1
B}Igltlzed TERASEuRes for Llarch 1950 are preliminary and subject to revision.
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ge-account sales

Feb. ler.
1950 | 1949
194 139 | . 265 213 16 136 130 | 183
135 9L | 210 163 1£9-| 171, 123 17k
211 219 21k 13L | 18 215 136 | 21k
186 20l 253 221 | 178 202 L6 | 205
135 156 242 139 | 202 201 165 20h
255 262 | 315 250 2L2 2L.2 193 235
2c0 211 201 159 b | -202 5L | 202
2¢2 21l 250 218 202 199 161
228 s 25 20 | 233 | 200 | 222 202
254 2ce | 275 236 195 | 197 229 179
257 | 215 27k L Lok 3L3 25C | 262 213
9 | 155 28 152 L7 | 129 203 166
159 152 205 23 sk 172 203 155

rati

|

Collection
Instelnent
lar. [Feb. [II
1950p}195C |1949
S 12 1% | 2
13 | 1L | 19
19 15 | 20
19 17 | 21,
18 17 ) 21
15 14| 20
23 20 | 30
29 18 | 2k
2z 21 | »4
2 20 | 26
5] 1k |21
20 | 18 | 28
20 | -17 | 23

2 133) 189
14 132] 170
pale 158l 21k
peesloz 151 185
RETIN Nt 127! 17k
351 | 3LL | 220| 200
172 | 171 | 110| 181
2L5 | ekb T 168 220
Cbage 157 1k2) 178
| 2351 238 | 182 %5
{395 | 37L | 233| 196
212 | 217 | 1r2; 187
. 5. 209 | 207 § 152] 135
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