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Instalment accounts receivable ofﬂ department stores increased 8
rer cent during fovember and at the end of the month were 19 per cent- larger
than a year earlier, f‘ollectlons were 5 per cent above those in October, :
amounting to 20 per cent of first-of-month accounts receivable, The rate of
collection on mctalnent accounts has shovm relatively httle change since
late summer,

Charge acdcounts recei vable increased substantlally as is customarj
in lovember, but continued scmevhat below those in the corresponding period
19LE, These accounts were being repaid, on the average, somewhat more .
1v in loverber tran in the prece?d‘mg month, In comparison with a year

er, however, some slackening has, occurred in the rate of repayment..

Department store sales increased seasonally in llovember, Roth cash -
rge~account sales were up about one-sixth from the preceding month vhile
ent sales showed a less marked rise,.? per ¢ent, The Hovember 19L9
f cash business was well below 1948 levels -and charge-account sales
lightly curtailed. These declines over the year-period were-offset, in
cart, by the expansion. 1n instalment transactions, .

S
Department.Store Sales, Accounts Rece:.vable, and Collect:.ons
‘ Percentage change from

+ . Oct. 19L9 Tov. 1948
Tten . to . to

Nov. 19L9 Nov. 1949

Sz2les during month

Cash ) © 415 -10
Instalment . . + 7 +20
Charge account +17 -1
iccounts receivable, end of month A
Instalment accounts + 8 +19
- +12 -3

Charge accounts

Collections durirg month ) . .
Instalment accounts i : + 5 + 3
Charge accounts 9 - -k

“Ratio of collections during month to accounts receivable at beginning of month: ¥

- Nov. Oct. Nov.
19L9 - 19k9 . 19L8
Instalment accounts . - 20 ©20 7 23
Charge accounts - 53 - 55
D|g|t|zed for Fp{[ g(\:\lrea for November 19L9 -are preliminary and subJect to rev151on.
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res 6I'V€ Tistricts

Indexes; 194l average = 100

Instalient sales | Charge-—account szles
ov. Hov. jiov. Oct. Hov. lov. Ccte | Nev.
194L%p 13L8 | 1% L9o 19L9 | 1948 | 19490 | 19L9-| 19L3
25kL 263 272 269 206 255 2c8
oLy 2ch 272 L7 2Lé 221 16¢
258 273 | o oke | 227 | 309 236
230 271 260 23k 225 252 208
208 264 237 159 205 253 | 227
286 330 | 33 323 | 2LE | 209 243

280 232 216 igh 266 214
|29z | 293 266, | 2 259 208,
| 307 2cg 337 206 299
A oS T el
i 393 L2 3oL 1 295
i g 201 el ) 223
[ em | 2o 2L3 217 | w0 |22 L 263
| .:, L . ‘
tle and Collecticng, by Federzl fecerve Districts
end of monih
100 Collectior ratios:x
ccount Instalment Cnar»'e =cccu:':5
lov. |iov. |[Cct. |ilov.
| 1;~€ 19L9p|19L9 19L8
{ .
|15 198 7¢ | 2Ch 18 18 |21
12L ©o e 17 18 |19
L7A 26kt 221 | 257 15 16 | 22
G 213 | 151 | 23C 18 18 | 20
197 o 177 | 200 | 2¢ 20 | 22
220 | 206 | 22L 15 15 | 1€
1Ll 218 | 190 | 22k 23 23] 20
| 2% 253 | 229 | 255 2 21 | 23
! 212 | 2085 | 226 2 25 |27
} s2¢ |eolk | 223 1 22 | 23 | 2c
221 | 21C | 231 15 16 |19
l 202 | 186 | 205 20 21 | 2k
l 175 | 147 213 | 191 | 219 20 .20 | 23
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