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. DEPARTMENT STORE -CREDIT . 

APRIL 191+9 

Ins t a lmen t accounts ou t s t and ing of department s t o r e s a t t he end 
of A p r i l remained a t t he March l e v e l , but were 15 .per cen t h i g h e r than a: 

. year e a r l i e r . C o l l e c t i o n s on i n s t a l m e n t accounts dec l ined 7 per cen t 
: dur ing the month, and the r a t i o pf t h e s e c o l l e c t i o n s to accounts o u t s t a n d -

ing on the f i r s t of the month was 24 per ' c e n t , . one p o i n t l e s s than in 
i.Iarch. At the p r e v a i l i n g r a t e of repayment i n s t a l m e n t accounts would be 
l i q u i d a t e d i n about seven and one -ha l f months . 

Charge accounts r e c e i v a b l e , which were a f f e c t e d to some e x t e n t 
by the l a t e da te of E a s t e r t h i s yea r , were up 5 per cent from the end of 
Larch, but were unchanged from the l e v e l of a yea r ago. C o l l e c t i o n s on 
charge accounts were 8 pe r cen t sma l l e r than i n the preceding month, r e -
s u l t i n g i n a c o l l e c t i o n r a t i o of 53 per cen t as compared wi th 56 per cen t 
f o r Larch . The average c o l l e c t i o n pe r iod for charge accounts ou t s t and ing 
in Apr i l was 56 days, two days l e s s than a year e a r l i e r . 

The volume of both cash and c r e d i t s a l e s a t department s t o r e s 
i n c r e a s e d about o n e - t e n t h dur ing the month. Cash and charge-account 
t r a n s a c t i o n s r e g i s t e r e d ga ins of 5 per cen t and 6 per c e n t , r e s p e c t i v e l y , 
whi le i n s t a l m e n t s a l e s were w i t h i n 1 p e r cen t of t h e year-ago l e v e l . 

Department Store Sa l e s , Accounts Receivable and C o l l e c t i o n s 

I Percentage change f rom? 

Item | Mar. .1949 
t o 

. Apr. 1949 

Apr. 1948 
t o 

Apr. 1949 

Sales during month 
Cash ' 
I n s t a lmen t 
Charge account 

+11 
+10 
+ 9 

+ 5 
- 1 
+ 6 

Accounts r e c e i v a b l e , end of month 
Ins t a lmen t accounts 
Charge accounts 

0 
+ 5 

+15 
0 

C o l l e c t i o n s during month 
I n s t a l m e n t accounts 
Charge accounts 

- 7 
- 8 

+14 
- 1 

Ratio of c o l l e c t i o n s dur ing month to accounts r e c e i v a b l e a t beginning of month 
Apr . I ' a r . Apr. 
19U9 191+9 ' w 

In s t a lmen t accounts ' : . . '24 25 • 25 
Charge accounts - 52 56 52 

Note .—Figures f o r Apr i l 1949 a re p r e l i m i n a r y and s u b j e c t t o r e v i s i o n . Digitized for FRASER 
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Cash and Cred i t S a l e s , by Federa l Reserve D i s t r i c t s 

Indexes ; 191+1 average = 100 
Cash s a l e s Vl . I n s t a lmen t s a l e s Charge--account s a l e s : 

L ' n r . Aor. ' Uh r . Aor. ! . l e r . Apr. 
1 9 L 9 P 1 9 L 9 1 9 W - I 9 l : 9 p 1 9 1 : 9 . 1 9 1 8 1 9 L 9 P 1 9 ^ 9 " 1 9 L 8 

2 1 : 6 1 8 9 2 1 2 2 0 k 1 6 1 + 183- 2 2 6 1 8 3 2 0 2 
: : e - - Y o r k 2 0 7 1 9 1 : 2 1 3 1 8 9 169 1 S 7 1 8 9 1 7 ' t - 177 

2 2 1 : 2 1 7 2 0 2 2 0 0 1 8 0 1 7 6 2 2 9 2 1 2 2 0 3 
2 ; 1 2 0 l + 2 0 2 1 " 2 0 8 1 7 8 : 2 l U 231 2 0 5 | 2 d : 
2 ^ 2 196 2 0 1 : 1 1 : 9 2 0 2 138 2 1 2 2 0 1 : 2 0 1 

- 3 0 0 2 6 8 2 8 1 + 2 3 6 2 1 3 -'2L2 2 6 8 2 3 6 . 251 
_-.:cago 2 3 1 ! 2 1 1 2 2 8 170 . li+5 r/U 2 1 6 2 0 3 2 1 6 

229 | 2 1 1 : : 2 2 0 2 3 6 2 0 2 ' 2 2 8 2 l U 2 0 2 2 1 6 
2 7 2 I 2 5 0 2 5 9 . 2 2 3 2 0 0 2ir>' 2 5 5 2 3 1 . 2 1 : 3 
2 8 9 J ^ 2 7 2 2 9 2 2 0 1 1 9 3 2 1 : 9 2 ; 2 2 2 6 2 3 0 
2 8 9 I 274 3 0 3 2 3 8 , 2 1 : 5 3 1 7 - 2 6 8 . 2 7 1 : 276 

. F ranc i sco | 2 2 5 | 2 0 8 216 1 1 : 6 ' 1 3 7 172 2 2 0 . 2 0 6 2 0 3 

U . S . Total | 
! 2 5 1 i 

2 0 8 
! 

2 2 1 1 8 8 172 1 9 1 2 2 2 - 2 0 1 : 2 0 8 

Accounts Receivable and C o l l e c t i o n s , by Federa l Reserve D i s t r i c t s 

(Accounts oi u t s t a n n i n g , end of 
Federa l ! Indexes ; 19ul average = 100 C o l l e c t i o n r a t i o s * 
Res e rve ' I n s t a lmen t Charge s accounts In s t a lmen t Charge accounts 
D i s t r i c t |Apr. lApr. Apr. • Ar>r. Apr. Apr. 

I 1 9 1 + 9 P 1 9 1 : 9 1 1 9 1 : 8 1 . 9 l : 9 p 1 9 L 9 3 9 1 : 8 1 9 l + 9 p 1 9 L 9 1 9 1 : 8 1 9 L 9 p 1 9 L 9 1 9 1 : 8 

Boston. I 121 1 2 2 
1 
I 1 1 3 1 9 8 179 1 % ) 19 ' 1 9 ! 19 hi 52 a 

::ev; York ' 1 3 3 1 3 2 1 113! 1 7 3 1 6 5 1 7 2 2 3 25 • 2U h8 5h h9 
P h i l a d e l p h i a , 1165 1 6 8 1 H : 9 2 1 7 203 2 0 0 2 0 2 0 1 21. 5 2 5 3 .52 

162 | i e i | i L 8 2 0 0 - 1 8 8 2 0 7 , 2 2 2 3 2U 53 51: he 
Richmond 1 2 9 1 127 ! 101 176 1 7 2 171 19 2 0 2 2 39 h2 3 6 
A t l a n t a 2 2 3 : | 2 2 0 1 7 3 1 9 8 1 9 0 | l 9 3 18 1 9 2 0 3 9 3 9 : 3 9 
Chi cego , ^ ^ n o | 1 1 0 1 0 1 : 1 8 2 1 7 3 1 8 8 ho hi 3 5 61: 65 6 2 
St . "Lou i s 1 1 6 7 168 1 1 ^ ^ 2 2 1 : 2 1 1 : 211 2 6 2k- 2 6 5 2 5h 53 
y i n r e » p o l i s lLli lb2 1I4I4 191 | 176 1 9 2 2 6 27 31 63 6 5 59 
Kansas Ci ty '165 1 8 2 1 7 8 1 9 L 183 1 3 1 : 2 3 2 5 25 55 59 5 6 
Da l las 2 2 8 2 3 3 2 1 2 1 9 9 1 9 8 1 9 8 21 21 1 9 59 6 2 5 6 
San , I rrancisco 1 5 0 1 5 2 1 2 9 1 8 5 1 8 0 186 27 27 2 6 . 6 1 : 66 60 

U. S. Total . 151 1 3 l | 
i 

1 9 1 1 8 2 191 2h 25 2 5 5 3 , 56 5 2 

* C o l l e c t i o n s during month as pe rcen tage of accounts r e c e i v a b l e a t beginning of 
• month. 

KOTE.--These- data a re based on r e p o r t s of about 1+75 l a r g e department s t o r e s r e p o r t -
ing" sales" by type of t r a n s a c t i o n , more than I 4 . O O h a v i n g charge accounts and 

. about 300 having i n s t a l m e n t a c c o u n t s . Back f i g u r e s may be ob ta ined on r e -
ques t from the Div i s ion of Research and S t a t i s t i c s . 
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