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Instalment -accounts outsta.nd:mg at depa.rtment stcres 1ncreased at a
‘less rapid rate than is usual in Qctober, : ‘but at‘the.énd of the imonth ‘exceeded
the year-ago level by 63 per cent. Collect:u.ons on instalment accounts were
slightly higher than in the preceding month,. but,the percentageof these. col-
lections to accounts outstanding on the first of;the month was unchanged at 2l
Instalment accou.nts continued to ‘be l;quldated m approx:.mately

i

per cent.
seven months.

) Charge accounts recelvable showed about the usual rise in OCtober,
and at the 'month-end remained about one-seventh larger "than on the correspond-
ing date last year. ‘The 17 per cent increase in collections on charge accounts’
resulted in a collection ratio of 5L per:cent as compared with-53 per gent a

* month earlier. The average repayment period for accoun‘ts outstanding in
October wafs 55 days; a year aga it was 53 days.

I
Both ‘cash and charge-account sales showed al cut the customary
seasonal increase from Septembar to October. Instalment sales were dewn,5 per
cent, although a rise is usually expected ir this month. Cash. sales, currently
amounting to slightly more than half of: total depa.rtrrent store sales, incréased

2 per cent over the year-period. Both types of credit sales, however, showed

somewhat larger gains from a year earl:.er--lh per. cent for :\.nstalment sales

and 10 per cent for charge-account sales.

Depax}fent Store Sales s Accounts Ret:ezvable and Collect:.ons

- Pereentage hange ﬁ-om-
'Sept.,19L8 | Oct. 1947
S

CLTtp . to
06t, 1948 | Oct. 19L8.

Sales during month -
c+ 2

cash e e
Instalrment ; Tl Cor c+ll
Charge account Do +10. -
: FR S
Accounts receivable, end oi’ month T di0
I © 463

Instalment accounts

Charge dccounts K abr
Collectlons durlng ‘month i . . i !
Instalment accounts .... : +33
Charge accqunts - +8
Ratio of collectlons dur:.ng month to accounts rece:.vable at beglrm_ ng of month
" Oct. Sept. QOct.
} 948 - 1918 L7
Instalment accounts v o ) 2’ g ek 31
Charge accounts . s 53 - 57
D|g|tlzedm§s for October 19L8 are prelininary and subJect to revision.
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DEPJT;E.‘T STCRES - OCTOBER 19h8 . ‘
Cash and Credit Sales, by Federal Peserve ‘)15tr1cts
R Indexes; 19L1 average = 1CO ‘
:;ie‘er_.;‘]:. Cash_sales Tnstaluent sales Charge-account_sales
;‘?_Tij“t Oct. .| Sept.| Oct. | Oct. . |. Sept.| Qct. | Oct. Sept.| Oct.
-asTne 19L8p | 1948 | 1947 | 19h8p 1948 | 1947 | 29L8p | 1948 | 1947
231, ) 224 | 210 20 197 | 167 | 238 201 | 201
2l 211 | 235 | 217 209-| 193 | -225- | 195 | 202
261 231 2L9 | 22k 232 198 268 . 223 237
Cle Velard 25k 225 23h 211 -| 232 | -19L 25L |- 225 22L
Fichmond 2L6 223 2Ll 173 172 140 256. | 2Ll 223
iLtlanta 323 - .28L | 318 22l 293 -] 183 3024 279 263
“Chi 257 . 233 252 181 182 | . 158 2Ll 228 219
262 | . 224:2 25k | 218 266 187 2L8 22 231
vinneapolis © 306 | 276 302. 239 227 | 201 | 301 250 266
nsas City 33L | 297 | 3L5| 232 2L5 | zel | 267 238 | 238
313 2%l 332 258 36L 209 | . 310 316 299
2L2 228 266 185 205 161 226 215 231
255 | 2307 2s0 | oL | 215 | 179 | a9 |- 228 | 226
M.counts Receivable and Coll=ct*ons, hy TFederal Reserve Ci

pistricts

bCCOur‘tS _outstanding,. end of uontn . .
Tndexes; 19[;1 average = 100 Collection ratios A
se _ Instalment -Charge account,s .. Instalment Charge accounts
District Oct. |Sept.|Oct.|Oct. |Sept.|oct.|Oct. |Sept.jOct.|Oct, |Sept. Oct.
- -{19L8p 1918 |19L7{19L:85|19L8 |19L7[19L8p|19L8 [19L7119L8p}19L8]19L7
113 | 115 ] 87} 195 | 172 | 176 21 - | 20 | 23 | L8 | 51 | L9
130 | 122 90| 188°| 170 | 168| 25 2L | 27 | L9 50 | L7.
oht 16l (188 | 95| 23147196 |"1ou| 21 | 22 7f 30 | 537 | 50 | 56
o 189 | 186 | 117| 218 | 198 | 186 21 | 21 | 27 | 53 51| 55
Ri 123 |,116 | 80| 19L | 167 | 17h| 21 | 22 |29 | 37 | 37 | LB
i 229°| 222 | 108} 218 |- 203 | 180| 17 | 18 27 | 39 | 38|43
c 115°] 114 | 75| 207 | 193 | 183| LO | kO |b5 |63 | 61 | 65
St. Louis 173 {'170 | 87| 237 |218 | 200 23 | 23 | 36 | 55 | 52| 61
inneapolis 158 | 161 | 110| 210 | 186 | 192} 26 | 2k | 37 | 6L | 6L | 65
Fansas Clt‘; 20 | 198 } 112] 200 | 18L | 17L| 22. | 22| 36 | 60 | 56 | 62
Lallas 269-} 275 | 110| 218 | 20L | 192 17 | 18 | 29-{ 58 | 57 | 61
San Francisés 156 | 152 95| 193 | 187 | 173| 28 28 38 | 66 63 | 69
U, S._,vI‘vqtal 155 | 151 95| 206 | 188 | 181| 2L 24 4] 31 | 5k 53 | 57

E - Drellma.qar./.
¥ - Collect:.ons during month as.percentage. of accounts recei vable -at beginning

of month.
NOTL

--These data are based on reports of about h75 large department stores

. reporting sales by-type of transaction, more than LOO having charge accounts and

about 300 having
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instalment accounts.
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Back figures may be obtained on request from
the Division of ”esearch and Statistics. .





