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Collections on 1ns1;a].ment ‘a¢counts dr. pped hs per cent below the liarch voli:me, and
amounted to 25 per cent -of m‘aﬁal.mmt accounts outstandmg ‘on.the first'of the
month 4s compared ¥ith a collection ratJ.o of " 27 .per ‘cent. in the preceding ménth.
The collectiom rate for instaiment accouﬂts.ou’bstandmg in April indicated-that
repayment would ber made, on the average,:in, approx:urately seven months, a some-
. Mhat longer perlod than was requa.red a ye ;.ago. . 7 i -

Charge accounts rece:.vable were up one per cent in Apr:.] » when some
gain is usual, and showed a rise of L7 per. cent from 4 year earlier. Collé t:.qns

. on charge: accounts were 2 pér cent larger thaniin ‘the preceding month, but,Athe
" ratio of these collections to accounts outstanding on the first of the nonthxwas

52 per cent, one point below the iarch fatio. ‘At the' April collection. rate .
charge accounts would be 11qu1dated in approximately 58 days.

) " Cash and credit sales at department stores showed small decreases from
the high-llarch l¢vels, ;Cash transactigns, accounting for about one~half 'of the
-monthly. sales volu:x 2y were- 3 per cent less than in April of the preceding year.

ifths over the year, but- the gain-in charge-
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CEPARTMENT STORES - AFRIL 1943
Cash and Credit Sales, by Federal Reserve Districts
rederal Indexes;- 19L1 average = 100-
:-’e;;rie C;sh sales Instalment sales Charge~account sales
':isZrict ApT. lMar. | Apr. | Apr. ar. | Apr. hLpr. Mar. | Apr.
- 19L8p i 1958 | 1947 | 19LBp | 19L8 | A9L7 | 19LBp | 19LB-| 1947
: Boston 213 221 203 |- 179 . 195 160 ,.‘,201 212 173
_—few York | 212 219 209 184 190 130 {--179 -4 193 167
Philadelphia . 201 2h7 | 222 176 223 140 | - 204 235 196
Cleveland 202 222 21k 21l 203 | . 152 20L 219 9L
T«’lchmohc 20L° 226 213 | 138 200 101 201 223 191
~ itlanta 328 317 360 288 253 180 | 278 293 259
228 232 231 180 172 130 | 21L 217 186
219 ° 2Ll 229 231 226 164 216 227 9L
27 269+ 27L | 20k 207 | 185 | 238 235 | 221
291 298 295 253 233 128 232 239 194
303 316 335 317 | 252 187 276 289 2Lk
219 2u5 2h2 16_6 6L | 117 203 222 196
222 235 229 191 ) 196 137 { 209 o223 192

Accounts Receivable and Collections, by Federal Reserve Districts

Accounts outstanding,end of month . Coa

~ Federal Indexes; 19L1 average = 100 3 Collection ratios
<" Reserve Instalment Charge accounts Instalment Charge "accounts
District Apr. |liar.|Apr.| Apr. jlier. Apr. Apr. |Mar.|Apr.| Apr. |(liar.(Apr.
19L8p|19L8|19L7| 19L8p[19L8 1947 19L8p|19L8119L7]| 19L8p|19L8|19L7
Bcston- ‘11L | 120} 82 190 | 185] 182 | 19 |21 ] 21 L6 U8 | Lk
Iew York 113 | 112§ 81 | 172 | 174} 152 | 2L 26| 2L | L9 51 |- LS
Philadelphia 1k9 | 1.8} 80 | 200 | 207| 170 | 21 | 23 | 29-] :52 | 53 | 56
Cleveland 1L8 | 1L5) 95 207 | 20L| 169 | 2L 25 28 | <48 | 50 | 5L
- -Richmond. 101 | 101| 71 171 | 173 160 | 22 .23 [ 25| 36 | 3L | LS
Atlanta 133 | 165) 89| 193 | 19k 157 | 20 | 22 | 27 | 39 | L1 | L3
Chicago 10L | 101| 60 | 183 | 18Lf 160 | 35 |:37 | k8.| 62 6L | 6L
. St. Louis 12 | 13k 77 | 211 | 210f 175 | 26 |'317) 37 | 53 |.53 | 56
Linnezpclis 151 | 137} 95 205 | 195 170 | 29- |32 | 36-} 56 60 | 62
Kansas City 179 -] 169} 80 | 18L | 178] 150 | 25 27 | 37 56 58 | 59
Dallas 21k | 198| 88 221 | 199 16k | 19 | 2L l-29:)-.56 -] 58 | 61
San Francisco | 129 | 130f 74 186 | 186] 16G |28 | 30 | 36 60 | 62 |60
U. s. ‘Total 132 | 129) 79 191 | 189) 163 | 25 27 | 30| .52 53 | Sk

p - Preliminary.
# - Collections during month as pe*‘centage of accounts receivable at beginning

of menthy

- . liote.--These data are based on reports of about” 475 1arge department stores re-
porting sales by type of transaction, more than LCO having charge accounts and about
Back figures may be obtained on request from the

3C0 having instalment® accounts,
Digitize@ifdsFdR /oS EBsearch and Statistics. - e
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ ] ' ‘
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis





