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• , V. ;.Xnstairoent account3 outstanding, at .'departments Stores 'increased- s l i g h t l y 
in June, and (continued about f o u r - f i f t h s above"th^ year-ago . level , .Collections 

..on instalment accounts were down'slightly as i s usual i,n.'June, arid the rat%q of,, 
'collections to instalment'accounts outstanding at , the beginning of the month'. 

, was 27 per cent. -At Ithe prevailing rate of Repayment instalment' acqotuits vrould . ^ 
'•bd outstanding, 'on the average, nearly s ix arid <m^-^alf :5}onths..:';, ' ,' 

Charge'accounts receivable decline^ on^;per c:ent in June, but were about 
one-fourth larger than on the corresponding ^ate^aat y_e,ar. Collections on charge 
accounts were reduced 2 per cent " jduiriing -the monthy ahd'the June..collection r at£q 
was 5h per cent, two points l e s s than in A y J The average colleit icai p eriod for'.,, 
charge accounts outstanding in June was \about 56 dayfs as;'-compared with approxi^ ... 
mately 50 days a year ago. ;• x. • • 

Cash and credit sales at department stores; declined moderately from 
May to June. The'volume of cash-sales, which, continued to account f or approximate!;. 
55 per cent, qf ..the t o t a l , was 6. per .cent .below the year-ago l e v e l . • Charge-account 
sales were 7 per cent larger than in June a year ear l ier , while instalment sales 
rose 53 per cent over the year-period* ' 

. Department Store Salesy Accounts Receivable and Collections 

Percentage change from:- ; 

May 19U7 . 
to 

June 19U7 

June 19L6 
,-. ... . to 

- June 19h7 

Sales during month : 

Cash . ' . ;• • 
Instalment • > • ; ' • . ' ; ; • 
Charge account 

- 9 ; ' i - j & 
' 1 +53 ' • : 

• + 7 

Accounts receivable, end of month 
Instalment',accounts^ • L . 
Charge accounts y •. 

1 1 

t 1 ; 

: +82 
: +2L, 

Collections during month ; . i 
• Instalment.accounts 
! Charge accounts 

• ' \ 

: : 7 1» 'i 
4 2 • • -

! A 3 ' 

Ratio of col lect ions during month to accounts receivable at beginning of month 

,-Instalment accounts. 
Charge accounts 

June 
2m 

27 
& 

' May June 
1917 1916' 

29 
56 

33 
60 

Note.—Figures for June 19iI7 are preliminary and subject to revision. 
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DEPARTS! STORES JUII2 19l7 

Cash and Cred i t Sales, , by Federa l Reserve D i s t r i c t s 

. Indexes; 19L1 average •» 100 . Federa l Cash s a l e s v Instalment s a l e s Charge-account s a l e s Reserve June %ay June Hay June June May June D i s t r i c t 19L7P 1917 19L6 1917P 1917 19L6 19li7p 1917 19L6 

Boston 196 217 202 1U1 151 68 168 187 151 
New York „ 213 22k 21$ l i l t • 130 87 169 176 156 
Phi lade lph ia 197 228 223 112 125 75 182 208 160 
Cleveland 2 # 226 222 III 2 153 85 190 207 ' 180 
Richmond 209 250 22L 82 128 58 187 211 171 
A t l a n t a 25l 321 290 , W 1 # 86 169 228 163 
Chicago 231 2U7 236 . 121 133 77 . 185 198 169 
S t , Louis 196 2L3 236 ' 137 161 105 167 206 167 
Minneapolis # 2 271 270 : 12k - 12$ 105 •' 199 '203 176 
Kansas City 271 310 303 Ikk 1 # 91 ! - v : 188 203 - l61t 
Dallas 266 3hl 322 133 .183 100 ... 19U 255 196 
San. Francisco 229 2L3 263 123 129 80 185 203 179 

U. S . Total 219 
1 

2hl 231 123 138 81 182 
1 

202 
1 

169^ 

Accounts Receivable and Co l l ec t ions , by Federa l Reserve D i s t r i c t s 

Federa l 
' Reserve 
• D i s t r i c t 

Accounts outs tanding , end of month 
Indexes; 19lil average = 100 Col lec t ion r a t i o s Federa l 

' Reserve 
• D i s t r i c t 

Ins ta lment Charge accounts Ins ta lment Charge accounts 
Federa l 

' Reserve 
• D i s t r i c t June 

19l7p 
May 
1917 II

 

19L7D 
May 
1917 19L6 

ll 
p 

H
 

May 
19L7 1916 

il May 
1917 

II 

Boston 78 83 U8 171 - 176 m 20 23 23 JUS J46 k9 • 
Tew York . 82 78 51 159 155 127 2h 23 29 hi h7 • 55 
•Philadelphia 81 86 ho , 173 177 127 2h 28 . 33 51 57 62 
Cleveland • 103 99 U7 > 17ii 171 137 26 27 35 Sk 56 61 
Richmond 75 73 51 , 166 167 128 23 2k 27 kk h9 51 
Atlanta 92 91 hi 151 161 127 25 28 .31 ko h$ k7 
Chicago 68 66 37 171 169 137 3k 38 '51 61 6k 67 
S t . Louis-- 78 : 78 &5 172 181 135 32 • 36 39 Sh 59 65 
Minneapolis 86 90 53 168 172 123 33 32 1*1 61 61 70 
Kansas City 79 79 52 151 1 # 121 3 k . 37 38 58 61 70 
Dallas 91 92 53 151 168 135 25- 30 . 28 58 63 61 
San Francisco 77 76 37 158 161 137 35 33 hi 63 6U 65 

L. S« Total 82 82 15 165 167 133. 27 29 33 51 56 60 

p - Pre l iminary . 
- Co l lec t ions during month as percentage of accounts r ece ivab le a t beginning of 

month. 
Mote: ; These data are based on r e p o r t s of about klS l a rge department s t o r e s r e p o r t -

ing s a l e s by-type of t r a n s a c t i o n , more than kOO having charge accounts and 
about 300 having ins ta lment accounts . Back f i g u r e s may be obtained on r e -
quest from the Division of Research and S t a t i s t i c s . Digitized for FRASER 
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