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. DEPARTLENT STORE CREDIT i K

L s D

RS Instalment accounts outstandlng at department stores showed & -small in~
crease durlng Ay, "8 1thbugh some decline is _customery, qulect:.ons on instalment
accounts were up 5lightly from the preceding month,” "end; the-ratio of collections to
1nstalment accounts outs*andug on lay 1; was 29 per cent,. ’che seme as in April o

Charge accounts receivabléj wh:.ch usually show httle change 'in May,
1ncrea§ad slightly,and at the end of’ the month were. 30 pet cent ebove the year-ago
level‘ Lollections on charge accounts Wsre 6 per- cent higher thar in Apul result=
ing in &' collection ratio of- 56 per cent as,.comp&red with péer cent for the preced-
ing ‘month, The average revayment period for charge eccou 'outs'tandi'ng in kay was
54 davs ‘as ccmpared with 48 days a year. earhen. : . .

noth cash and charge-account sales mcreased 5. per cent in liey, while in-
stalment sales were reduced sli ghtly. Cash sales,-which atcointed for 55 per cent
--of the total for the third consecutive month, were up only 4 per cent from the lay
1946 volume, “The year-to-year.increase on chargs -account sales wes 29 per cent,
but for instelment sales ths gain vas 63 per’ cent. B . - i

St,ore Sales, Accounts ‘Recelvable and Collections

Percente.ge change fremi — - -~

- {7 Epril 1927 | Eey 1946
- cto. 7
Ney. 1947
';Saieé ‘during month ' N
¢ lesh +.5 t +.4.
iInstalment -2 . 63
Clxarge sccount i . + 50 L, +20-
Accounts racel,vablq, end of month . ' . N P ™ E
Instaluwent accounts ! . . ' +3 +82
Charge accounts o : b +2 _+30
* Collections during month i o
Instalment accounts- +3 +46 T
Charge ac.czounts + 6 +18

Raho of collect1ons dul‘lng month to accounts recalvahle at beglmung of month

T ey - _Apr;r.m lu&y
1947 2947770 T 11946
Instalment & Sunts 29 29 - 35°

: Charge accounts

56T se o 62
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Cash and Credit Sales, by Federal Reserve Districts

Tndexes; 19L1 average = 100
Cash sales Instalment salec 'harpe-account _,alfs
‘ay ipre | lay siay Apr. siay way Apr.
19L7p | 19L7 1916 l°h7p 19L7 1946 | 19L7p | 19L7 19L6
226 20k 206 | 155 161 72 |7193 | 173 160
22k 212 215 | 130 150 95 | 176 168- | 152
22 221 227 | 125 139 75 208. |, 198-, 163
226 21k 222 153 152 8L 207 SA9% | 172 -
250 213 229 124 101 92 211 191 172
321 360 328 159 180 93 223 |. 259 189
2L7 232 227 131 130 - T77 157 186 162
st 10415 2L3 228 238 | 161 16L 100 206 193.°| 169
i 27l 289 274 125. 162 131 203 1210 177
290 295|316 | 150 109 - 92 199 198 . }ro172
339 336 3567|183 187 114 | 256 2LL 23L
2L3 2k2 252 | 129 119 72 203 196 175
2Ll 230 233 | 138 i 85 202 192 169-

Accounte fe

ceivatle and Colledtions, by Federal Tesérve Districts

.]Accounts outstanding, end ol month 5 sps .
cderal Indexes: 19L1 average = 1CC - Collection ratios » .
eserve * Instalment Charge accounts Instalment. .. - Chafge accounts
Tistrict 2y |Apre llay |..ay |sprve | May |hay  |Apr. lay iy |Apre Hay
R 1Gh7piiol 16L6]1eL7p 19L7 1946 119k7p|10L7 19L6119L7p 1oL | 19L6
33 85 501176 1 182 | 136 | 23 |..20.|.-2k L6 Ll Sk
G2 | er | 51155 |.ase-pa22 7723 | 2k 31 L7 LS| 52
B6 | 8y | L1y a77 | 170 | 127y 28 | 29 3L | 57 6 | 6L
59 | 95| L6 | 17k | 189 | 132 | 27| 28| 36| 56| 5L |- 62
73 71|-51 147 1160 | 12k | 2k | 25 |29 | W9 LS| 5
51 89 |- L7 | 161 | 157 | 126 23 |27 | 3| LS| L3 | SO
56 6L |- 35| 169 | 163} 133 33 39 .} 50 [ &3 69
73077 ) kL[ 131 parspase | 3/ 37 k2| 590 561 71
9c | 95 | sk | 172|170 | 125 | 32 |.36| Lk | 61 2] 73
79 | 80| 5L | 256 | 150|120 | 37| 37| LkO| 61| 59| 712
- 92 | 83| -53 | 158 | 6L | 139 | 30| 29 |31 | 63] 61| 65
76| 7L | 36 | 161 | 160 | 129 | 33| 36 | L0 &L | 60| 63
U.S.Total] 82| BO | b5 | 167 [16L j 129 | 29 | 29| 35| 96| Sk | 62

month.

‘uOllSCblO')S dunng month ‘as percent go.'cf accounts receivable at beginning of

ilotet~Thesc data are based on reports of about L75 la};ge departrent stores report-
’ng sales by ‘type of transaction, more than L0O having charge accounts-and

about 300 having instalment accounts.
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