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DEPARTLENT STORE CREDIT

1ARCH 19147 -

' . Instal:nent accounts outstanding 2t department stores. at the énd of
March increased slightly, and were more than three-fourths larger than a year ago.
Collections on instalrent accounts showed the customary substantial rise, and the
ratio of collections to instalment accounts outstanding on the first of the month
wis 32 per cent;.a month earlier it was 28 per cent. The average repayment pcriod
for instal: ont accounts ontstand:.ng in M?rch was about five nonths.
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accounts rz.cuvablc ‘showed less than the usuel risc in x\’arch, but
oty ﬂLove; the year-ago level. GCollcctions declined 5 per cent
ions in March to accounts reccivable.on the first of the
4 with 51 per cent in Februarye. At thé prevailing
ounts. would be outstanding, on the average, Sl days.
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increnses in beth cash and credit sales reflect the effect -
caJk sales, accounting for 56 per. cent:of the total for
the second nmonin, wers 2 per cent larger than a yéar ago. Charge--
acccunt sal per cont highcr than last yearts volume, while the yee.r-to-
year increase in ins? ,almnt sales was 82 per ccut.
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Departrent Stere Sales, Accounts Receivable and COllOCthns

Perceatage change from:
. - |Fcbruary 19L7 March 1916
N to to
N ¥arch 1947 | March 19L7.

Sales during menth

Cash- o “ -+31 Coe2
Instalment . +39. +82
Cherge account +32 +18

Accounts receivable, end of month
+77

Irstclrment accounts + 3

Charge acsounts J ran . +h2
Collections during: ronth

Tnstalment. accounts . - . +1l +50

Charge accounts e ) -5 +3k

Ratic of collcctmns during n:mth to accnmts re,celvable at beginning of month

I{aI‘o Feb. lar.
19h7 1947 19L6
Instalment accounts ) o 32 .28 37
Charge acccunts : e .51 6l
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