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. DEPART I\IT STO 5 CREDIT -

InstaIment accounts recelvable aﬁ denartment ‘stores increased by about
the usuel’ seasonel’amount in Octdber, end’at, the end ofthe month were 53 per cent

.larger than a yeer earlier, ‘Collections on instelment eccounts were more repid
then in September, &nd the collection retio rose three points to 37 per cent., In-
stalmant sccounts were repaid in about four months, & slightly longer period than
in October 1945, )

. Charge accounts outstanding showed less than the customary seasonel rise, -
end 6t the end of October were 57 por .cent above the year-ago level. . The percent=-
ege increcse in-charge-account collections wes 23 per cent, résulting.in a collec~
tion ratio of 60 per cont as compered with 56 per cent & month ago. The October,
collection period for charge accounts was, on the average, 50 days, nearly 5 days
lor\ger then in the corraspondlpg month lest ycar. . : ’ L

The volume of mstalment pnd charge-account sales showed & merked
expension in October, &s is usugl at this time:of the year. Cash sales, which now
comprise only 56 per cent of the total, increased 9 per cent and.were slightly
larger than et the énd of October 1945, Both types of credlt st les were substun-
tially higher than the ycar-ogo level. . . )

Dcpertmynt Store’ Snlgs, Aécounts Rcce:.vable and Collectlons
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1 Reserve Districts
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of scecunts recsivabls «t beginning of

lerge dupertmont stores rcpyrt-
cre tharn 200 hevirg charge wcerunts and
2 RBeck figurcs may be cbtained on re=-
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