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Instalment accounts recelvable wt dep&rtment stores showed about the
usuel rise in September,™&nd ‘continued well above -the" Tevel of ‘a vear ‘earlier,- -Col-
lections on instalment accounts increased slightly, but the collectlon retio dropped
one point to 34 per cent. Instalment eccounts.were outstandlng, on the average )
nearly five months, about the same length of time es in September last year.. . . - -

' - Cherge eccounts outstanding increased substantisl ly, as is customary in’

' Scptember, und were 70 per cent lerger then o year ago, Collections on charge
acccunts showed little chenge from the level of the preceding month, resulting in.’
& collection ratio of 56 per cent, three points below thet for' Pugust. Cherge ac-
counts were collected in about 54 days, a so:r.cwl*&t longer pud ‘od ‘then in s "
September 1945, . . . .- .

Both ctsh and instalment sales dechned shghtly in Septembcr, although
& rise is usuel, while chargz-account sales showed less then the customary seasonal
expension, Cesh sales sccounted for only 58 per cent of the total, a somewhat
smaller proportlon than in any month since February 1943; ncverthcl\.ss, sales’ of
this type were up-l3-per cent from Scptember 1945, - TFhe volume -of -beth -charge-
account end instalment sules was more than one-half larger then in Septerber a
year agc.

..'.' = - Porcentage change Froms

) ‘it | TFugust | 19%6. [Scptember 1945
fay . to P N
Septenber 1946 |September 1946
Sales during month — . .
cash i . . -2 +13 s
Instelment ' : o -1 +55
Charge account + 9 +53
Accounts rebeivable, end of month = .. R B .
Instclment accounts ! : ’ - Coi4 5 +56 !
Cherge eccounts ) o T 414 : T+70
Colleetions during month S, s :
Instelment accounts o +3 ' +44
Charge acccunts - . ¢ L0 . B

Ratio of collections during month to acccunts- reeelvable at begn’mng -of '‘month . -

Sept. ) Aug.‘ ‘ Sevt. ’
: ) 1946 1946 1945
Instalment eccounts h U s . 35 - 36
Cherge accounts ' .56 .69 . 63
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