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DEPARTMENT STORE CREDIT

"ay 1946

Imt alment accounts ou+standmg at departm@nt storew, which customarily
declire somcwhat during May, remained at the April-level snd on- Mav 3l.were

28 per cent her than a year ‘earlier, Collections on instalment accounts rose
slightly, resulting in a collecticn ratio of 34 per cent as.compared with 35 per
&£ntoin epril and 32 per cent in May 1945, . Instalment accounts sre now out—
steanding, or the average, npproxma*elv flVF’ months,

Charre accoun*s recciveble showed little change during May, but.et the .
end of the month were about one and one-half times the smourt outstanding a.year
earlicr, Colleckions on chqrge ngcounts were more rapid in May than in the pre-
ceding mensh tut the ratio of collections during the month to nccounts oufstanding
on the first of the month dropped onc point to 62 per cent,.

. Roth cash nand credit sales declined during Mav but .continued in sub-
stantially larger volume than o yenr amo. Instalment trancactiens showed the
bt wr;rrz 56 per cent above.the year-sago level,

‘largest deere

Department S%ora Sales, dccounts Receivable and Collections. -

: ’ ! Percentnge change from:
|7 Epril 1946 - .| Nay.1945
to . to
{ny 1946 . May 1946
Sales during month ‘
Cnash B : R - -8 24 .
Instalment . : Lo =13 " +56
Charge rccount o] - . |l o= 4 , +45
‘tecounks receivable, end of‘ month i | - I | . R
Instnlment accounts | S . 0 | +28
Charze accounts ST b + 2 | 47 -
Collections during month U . . .
Instelment accounts . R | + 1 L 430
Chargza accounts o ! + 9 . +37

Ratio of collections during month to accounts receiv'\blg‘ at beginning of month

N | MayiN . “april Mey

: l' 1916 1946 -+ 1945

Instalment accounts . . |3 35 . 32

Chnrge eccounts : || 62 63 - 64
Note: Firures for liay 1948 are pv'-‘—lminr\r" and subject to-revision,
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Instelment seles Cherge-account salcs
ey Lpre | May ey Lpr, Tiny
1946p| - 1946 | 1945 1946p| 1946 1945
223 165 72 84 47 160 164 110
221 155 95 120 61 152 | 155 101
234 181 75 108 52 163 167 116
239 132 84 87 53 172 180 117
233 191 32 85 56 172 | 172 120
207 284 93 117 62 189 228 | 135
| z:2 | 183 74 50 49 162 168 | -110
[ 251 . 135 |' 100 110 70 169 178 | 119
jr 301 ;212 7116 129 57 176 184 117
| 329 . ze0 96 90 54 170 177 123
[~ 388 | 329 113 118 77 234 230 158
| 281 £37 70 71 45 174 183 123
j 55 169 175 116
v:deral Reserve Districts
t - -
. Q‘ : Ccllection ratiosx
! eccounts Irstelwent Cherge sccounts
' ey fpre| beyl| ey | kpr.| liay
; 1346 1646 [1645]1546p 1946|1645
| 8¢ 3! 136.] 130 | 95 | 22 23| 25 | 54 55 | 57
i s0f a1, 122 | 119 | 82| 31 23 | 27| 52 53 | 56
44 36§ 127 | 124 | 90 | 34 37| 31| 64 65 | 66
45 3¢ | 132 | 129 | 90| 36 37| 34 62 62 | 63
51 & 124 | 120.| 87 | 29 30 | 26 | 55 55 | 57
47 421 127 | 128 | 90 4 "3 | 27| s0 52 | 52
38 234 136 | 133 | 88 | 40 43 | 40| 68 69 | 712
43 31| 130 | 128 | 90 | 42 43 | 43| M 69 | 68
55 38 | 124 | 122 | -83 | .4¢ 45 | 37| 73 77| 76
50 3: | 120 | 115 84| 40 41 | 40| 72 74| T2
51 36 | 139 | 135 97| 31 30 } 31| 65 65 | 65
35 25| 126 | 122 | 83| 40 42| 37| 68 69 | 74
I .
Us &, Totsl] 45 45 | 35| 129 | 126 ae'! 34 l 35’ szll 62 63.] 64
i
- &rYe

ine

cns durirg menth es percentagé of acecunts.recceivatle at beginning of -
\

se date ere besed on rceports of sbout 475 lerge dép&rtméﬁt st.ores r.epvc:x-'t-:,

irg seles by type of transacticn, more than 400 having charge aceounts and
about 300 having instelment eceounts,
< quest from the Divisiom cf Resesrch and Statistics, .
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