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DEPARTMENT-STORE CREDIT ' 

.... "J APRIL 1946 , . 

I n s t a l m e n t a c c o u n t s o u t s t a n d i n g a t depar tment s t o r e s i n c r e a s e d s l i g h t l y 
i n A p r i l , whsn a d e c l i n e i s u v u a l , and were more t h a n o n e - f i f t h above t h e y e a r -
ago ltive 1 . C o l l e c t i o n s on i n s t a l m e n t a c c o u n t s were i n about the. same volume as 
i n La rch , and t h e c o l l e c t i o n - i a t i d was unchanged - cvt 35 pe r cen t* I n s t a l m e n t 
a,ccounts con t inued t o be o u t s t a n d i n g ' ^prox imate ly f o u r and onu -ha l f months,- a 
s l i g h t l y s h o r t e r p e r i o d t h a n f o r TCpril l a s t y e a r . -

Charge accoun t s r e c e i vable showed somewhat" more t-han t h e customary 
s ea sona l e x p a n s i o n , and exceeded t h e y e a r - a g e l o y e l by 45 per c e n t . C o l l e c t i o n s 
on charge a c c o u n t s r o s e 11 per c e n t , r e s u l t i n g i n a c o l l e c t i o n r a t i o of 63 per 
cen t as compared w i t h 62 per c e r t i n t h e co r r e spond ing .mon th of 1945. Charge 
a c c o u n t s were c o l l e c t e d i n a b o u t 48 d a y s , about one- day l e s s t h a n t h e ave rage 
f o r A p r i l a yea r e a r l i e r . 

The volume of cash and c h a r g e - a c c o u n t s a l e s ro se modera t e ly i n A p r i l , -
b u t showed c o n s i d e r a b l e g a i n s over t h e y e a r - p e r i o d . The r a t i o of cash s a l e s t o 
t h e t o t a l a g a i n amounted t o a b o u t . 5 S p e r c e n t . I n s t a l m e n t s a l e s i n c r e a s e d sub-
s t a n t i a l l y du r ing t h e month, and were n e a r l y n i n e - t e n t h s above l a s t y e a r ' s l e v e l . 

Department S t o r e S a l e s , Accounts Rece ivab l e and C o l l e c t i o n s 

. P e r c e n t a g e -charge from'; : 
k a r c h 1946 A p r i l 1949 

t o . • t o 
. A p r i l 1S4<6 • A p r i l 1946 

Sa l e s dur ing month 
Cash + 7 +45 
I n s t a l m e n t __+15 .• " +87 
Charge accoun t + 8 +65 

Accounts r e c e i v a b l e , end of month -
I n s t a l m e n t a c c o u n t s + 4. +22 
Charge a c c o u n t s ; +11 +43 

C o l l e c t i o n s d u r i n g month ; - . 
I n s t a l m e n t a ccoun t s - 1 . +23 
Charge a c c o u n t s . .. +11 - +21 

R a t i o of c o l l e c t i o n s d u r i n g month t o a c c o u n t s r e c c i 
1 

vab l e a t b e g i n n i n g of month 

A p r i l March ' A.pril 
1946 - , 1946 1945 

I n s t a l m e n t a c c o u n t s 1 35 35 31 • 
Charge accoun t s - 63' 64 62 

Note . — F i g u r e s f o r A p r i l ' 1946 a r e p r e l i m i n a r y and s u b j e c t to r e v i s i o n . 
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DEPART:.:?:!. STORES - APRIL 1946 

C a s h f . r . d C r e d i t S a l e s , b y F e d e r a l R o s o r v e - D i s t r i c t s 

i n d e x e s j 1 5 4 1 a v e r a g e = I C O 

: - C a s h s a l e s I n s t a l m e n t s a l e s C h a r - a 0 0 0 u n t s a l : s 
L a r . - ~ . p r , . . a r , A p r . . A p r . L a r . . 

s t r i c t " . 
1 9 4 6 p 1 9 4 6 1 9 4 5 1 9 4 6 p 1 9 4 6 1 9 4 5 1 9 4 6 p ' 1 9 4 6 1 9 4 . 5 

E c 5 1 o n 2 2 3 1 9 7 1 5 5 . 8 4 . 8 1 ' 5 1 1 6 4 ' 1 3 0 1 0 7 
- i i v ; Y c r > _ 2 2 1 2 1 0 1 4 2 3 2 0 9 4 5 7 1 5 5 1 4 4 9 3 

- ? h - i l a d e 1 p h i a . 2 3 4 ' - 2 3 8 1 6 0 1 0 5 . , 7 6 5 0 1 6 7 " 1 5 3 1 0 2 
3 l e y / ; l a n d . j 2 3 5 2 1 1 1 6 7 8 7 • 7 9 5 1 1 8 0 1 6 6 1 0 7 
" i r h r . c n d . 2 3 3 2 1 7 - 1 6 0 6 5 . 9 9 ' 4 5 1 7 2 1 6 6 . 1 0 6 
L ' l . n t a 4 0 7 3 2 7 2 6 c 1 1 7 9 3 7 1 2 2 8 2 0 6 1 3 9 
L ^ e r . g o ' 2 = 2 2 3 1 1 6 6 9 0 7 6 4 7 j 1 6 8 . 1 5 9 1 0 1 

, 6 t i L o u i s ] 2 5 1 2 4 2 1 1 0 • 9 0 5 5 { 1 7 6 1 7 0 ' 1 0 7 
_.'. i n r . , . ' , p c l i s - 5 C 1 | 2 6 6 . 1 9 0 . 1 2 9 j 1 : 5 6 7 | 1 8 4 . 1 6 9 1 0 5 

C i t y 3 3 1 j 3 0 9 2 3 2 9 5 | 9 2 , 6 1 | .. 1 7 2 1 6 2 1 0 9 
: 3 5 5 | 3 5 7 2 7 6 . 1 1 8 | - 1 0 7 6 5 | 2 3 0 2 1 3 1 3 7 

r r a n c i s c c i 2 - 1 2 5 1 j 2 1 2 7 1 t;C • ' 4 4 1 6 3 1 6 1 1 1 2 

V . £ . T o t a l : 
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1 7 1 • 9 7 8 5 5 2 
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I 
1 7 5 ; 1 6 2 1 0 7 

Accounts Rectiw.. : lc: and C c l l . . c t I n r . f , by j-r.t3cr^l R e e e r r . X i r z r L c t c 

C o l l e c t i o n I ' L t i . O K * 

D i s t r i c t - . 
L , , t . , J/ ,-: r - - ^ V i n ; : ~ x — C h c . r . - e a c c o u n t s 

D i s t r i c t - . i - p r . I i . . , • . a r . j . p r , r . ' - P r . 

- ! 1 0 r 6 p 1 . - 6 1 9 4 6 1 6 ' a 6 p 1 9 4 6 1 9 4 5 

o n ! 5 4 5 2 ! 4 1 1 1 6 k j C : 2 *- 2 5 5 5 . 6 . 1 5 3 
L : Y o r k | 5 0 4 9 1 : ; ;>- 2 9 3 2 2 6 5 3 5 7 5 3 

\ r h i l ' I c h i a ' 4 6 , 1 1 0 . 9 1 3 7 5 5 3 . J 6 5 6 5 5 1 
: l v . _ i : . n d [ 45 

4 3 | o c 1 | 1 7 9 0 3 7 3 7 3 3 6 2 6 4 . 6 1 
1 C I 4 s i 1 : . ' 6 8 3 0 3 1 2:5 5 5 5 7 5 2 

4 7 1 " 1 1 7 92: 3 5 3 4 2 7 5 2 5 - : 5 0 
i . 5 5 3 -.' 1 - 1 • 1 2 0 ' 8 5 4 5 4 3 4 1 6 9 7 2 7 1 

. i ' t . ' L e v i s . i 4 5 j l r > 1 1 9 | 9 9 4 5 4 0 3 6 6 9 7 0 1 6 6 
: 1 a : t . u p o l i s . I ' i 5 6 1 2 2 1 1 0 5 2 C 4 6 3 7 7 7 6 0 ' 7 3 
i L n r a z C i t y 4 6 5 5 1 1 5 . 1 0 5 ft-: 3 8 3 9 . 3 6 7 4 - ' 7 5 7 2 

j . ' s i j 4 9 3 6 1 3 5 1 2 4 9 1 3 0 3 1 2 9 6 5 6 7 6 5 
i a n r r a r . c i s c c i 5 5 I 3 4 ; J G 1 2 3 1 0 5 ' 6 3 4 2 4 1 3 6 6 9 6 4 6 6 . 

. . T o t a l 4 5 j 3 7 • 1 2 6 1 1 4 5 6 3 5 3 5 3 1 6 3 6 a- " 6 2 

* - ; c l : A c t i c n 3 - d u r i r . r r . o n t h c u p ^ r c - . - r t c - e o f h c c c u n t r r : c c i v ^ b l c a t b j y i , % r . i n p o f 

. ^ 

L : ^ , : Th-.s: d-.fa a r - based on p c r t c ci (.bout ATS l;rp:-" % i ^ r t z e n t s t o r . s ' r a c o r t -
^ - i n g 5-.1-s by typo cf t r w - r u o t i o n , mere th : r. 400 having char r - a ccoun t s and 

abo^t 300 hav ing i s a r , l r .cnt c . ccoun t : . Eaok i i r u r o s -Cy b : ob t ' . i nod on r-:-
i \ ; : ; : t from t h . 31vl2 i on _ of __R3ryL?oh g t i c s y . - . 
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