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• . Ins ta lment accoun t s o u t s t a n d i n g a t depar tment s t o r e s showed so mo what -
more t h a n . the customary s e a s o n a l i n c r e a s e i n Oc tober , and were; l a r g e r than a 
year ago f o r the f i r s t t ime s ince l a r c h 1942. C o l l e c t i o n s on i n s t a l m e n t a c -
counts . r o t e - c o n s i d e r a b l y , an a the c o l l e c t i o n r a t i o i n c r e a s e d f i v e point 's to. the .. 
h igh l e v e l of 40: per c e n t . " I n s t a l m e n t a ccoun t s were o u t s t a n d i n g .-approximately 
f o u r months, a b o u t t h e same l e n g t h of t i n e a s i n t h e co r respond ing month of. 194*4 

Charge accoun t s r e c e i v a b l e i n c r e a s e d c o n s i d e r a b l y more: than i s u s u a l 
i n .October, and a t t h e end of t h e month were p n e - t e n t h l a r g e r t h a n a. y e a r ' e a r l i e 
C o l l e c t i o n s , on charge accoun t s showed t h e c u s t o m a r y - l a r g e i n c r e a s e from I 
September , r e s u l t i n g i n a c o l l e c t i o n r a t i o of . 66 per cen t as compared w i t h 
63 per c e n t i. or t h e p r eced ing month. Charge accoun t s were c o l l e c t e d - i n about 
45 days , a p p r o x i m a t e l y the same average as f o r October l a s t y e a r . ; ./• . 

Both cash and c r e d i t s a l e s rose s h a r p l y d u r i n g October,when on ly a 
moderate e x p a n s i o n i s e x p e c t e d . Cash s a l e s , a c c o u n t i n g f o r 63' p e r cent of t he 
t o t a l , v̂ e re 16 per cen t h i g h e r t h a n a yea r a g o . Sales- on charge as w e l l as. 
on i n s t a l m e n t accoun t s were up s u b s t a n t i a l l y over t h e y e a r - p e r i o d . 

Department S to re S a l e s , Accounts Rece ivab le and C o l l e c t i o n s 

• -Per cent.ag-e.-ohange f rom: 
S e ptembe r . 1945 October" 1944 ." 

t o . t o 
October .1945 / October 1945 

Sa l e s dur ing month 
. Cash -• ' ' +21 +16 
I n s t a l m e n t - ' +42 +11. • 
Charge account . . +25- +15 

Accounts r e c e i v a b l e , end of month : ' 
I n s t a l m e n t a c c o u n t s . +11 ! + 1 ' ' ' ' 
Charge accoun t s +17 : +10 

C o l l e c t i o n s dur ing month -
I n s t a l m e n t accoun t s . +19 . 0 
Charge accoun t s +18 + 6 

' O c t . ' - ' S 6 p t / / ' ' " O c t . 
. 1945. 1945 .1944 

I n s t a l m e n t accoun t s : 40 55 ' 40 
Charge accoun t s : 66 63 66 
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' DZP/R:MZ::T STORES - OCTOBER 1945 

Cash and Credi t S a l e s , by Fede ra l Reserve D i s t r i c t s 

Indexes ; 1941 1 0 0 -:eeerai i Cash s e l e s In s t a lmen t : Char r e - a c c casnt s a l e s 
i Oct. Sent. Oct, Oct . Sept i Oct. • Oct . Oct , 

^ i s . r , c t 1945 1245 1944' 1945 1945 1944 1945 1945 1944 

Boston - j 203 . 173 186 97 63 62 151 .110 126 
' 2iev; Yori; • , 213 • | 169 - 177 105 = 73 96 132 103 115 
P h i l a d e l p h i a : 243 : 193 : 205 - 100 64 • 58 . 151 | r i l l 133 
Cleveland • j 240 1 123 210 ' 62 •55 70 151 j 117 129 
Richmond l ^ 1 - - 3 221 .92 65 80 • 155 , | 123 135 
Atlanta j 357 i 2 92 301 102 68 111 158 | i 12 7 136 
Chicago | 237 2C0 205 70 53 73 137 116 " 121 
St. Louis j 256 213 214 93 • 72 75 14 9 - 125 125 
Minneapolis i :75 242 221 117 63 93 141 131 121 
Kansas City 332 r284 2 74 113 66 77 - 142 r l 2 3 127 . 
Dallas 418 363 334 124 99 en 190 172 161 
San F ranc i sco 263 24e | 252 67 54 • 68 14 3 11? 130 

Y. S , lot:. 1; 245 
• ' 

. 203 ' 
i 

211 90 63 El 
i 

14 7 
1 

lie 12 7" 

Ac counts Receivable a rc C o l l e c t i o n s , by Federa l Re serve D i s t r i c t s 

cccunts outstanding-, end of ir.onth 
. Indexes ; 1941 average = 1 0 0 

I n s t airr.ent I Charge, accounts 
' D i s t r i c t j Oct . 

.1945 
| i u ; L | 
11945| 

uc t . . 
1944 

| Oct . 
i 1545 

S e p t . 
1945 

Oct . 
1944 

Oct . 
1945 

[Sept,.. 
1945 

Oct, 
1944 

| Oct . 
j 1945 

S e p t . 
1945 

Oct. 
1944 

Boston 39 
: i 
; 34 j 3: r86 95 32 27 j 36. i 5 56 57 . 

Yev; York i 37 ; 93 " 77 84 34 33 i 33 i 56 55 56 
P h i l a d e l p h i a • 
Cleveland 

: 30- , 35 105 "84 96 4 4 35 i 4 0 I 06 ' .62 65 P h i l a d e l p h i a • 
Cleveland " 36 : 31 , 35 103 88 92 43 i 39 : • 6-5 01 64 
Richmond i 38 ; , 95 : .81 87 .35 29 1 33 ; 01 56 59 
A t l a n t a 1 - -1 i 41 ; iL'j : v2 97 37 30 1 3 9 ; 56 50 53 
Chicago i i 2 7 i 31 1L3 , £u 92 44 .41 • • 5'1 73 74 
St. Louis ' j ! -1 30 j 32 r e , ' £1. 92 ' 46 41 47 71 66 70 
Minneapolis ; 4 5 j i 38 j u 0 . 63 54 44 - '48 79 77 80 
Kansas City • -2 | ! 35 j 36 Co | r84 86 '54 e2 4 6 ' 77 r72 75 
Del ias j •11 i | 3e i 112 | 100" 98 39 32 38 67 63 67 
San Francisco 50 ; 26 "j 31 90 79 £4 4 5 4 0 43 . ' 75 70 74 

. t . S. Totkl 
1 ! 

36 j 
• 1 

33 | 36 99 85 90 40 35 40 06 63 66 

C o l l e c t i o n r a t i o s 
Charge accounts Instalment 

* - Col lec t ion;, duri ng n;ont h as pe r cen t of accounts r e c e i v a b l e a t begi nr.irg of 
imonth. . -

::ote :- These da ta are basv.d or. r e p o r t # of about 4 75 l a rge department s t o r e s r e p o r t -
ing . s a l e s by type cf . t ransfcet ioru. n;o.re than .40,0 . ha ving charge accounts and 
- b u t -3 : ; f .avinr i r e t A i m e r t aoocunt6 . Back f i g u r e s ir.ay be ob ta ined on 
reuuesT frcm t h e _,i\: MOr of Rcs ja roh and S t a t i s t i c s . 
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