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DEPARTMENT STORE CREDIT 

FEBRUARY 1945 -

• Ins ta lment accounts ou t s t and ing at' department s t o r e s showed about t he 
customary seasonal d e c l i n e in February , ana continued, near the l e v e l of a year 
a . C o l l e c t i o n s f-n ins ta lment accounts decreased 11 per cent', and the r a t i o 
of c o l l e c t i o n s t o accounts ou t s t and ing on the. f i r s t of the month was 30 per cen t , 

' two po in t s l e s s than i n the preceding month. The average per iod ins t a lmen t ac-
count n were ou t s t and ing was approximate ly f i v e and one-ha l f months, about the 
same l e n g t h of time as in February l a s t y a e r . 

Charge accounts r e c e i v a b l e dec l ined by about t,he usual seasonal amount 
in February , and cont inued about 17- per cent l a r g e r than a year ago. C o l l e c t i o n s 
on charge accounts showed the customari ly , sharp r e d u c t i o n from January t o 
February , and. ' the. c o l l e c t i o n r a t i o of 61 per cent was mainta ined f o r the t h i r d 
consecut ive month; Charge accounts were c o l l e c t e d , on the average, i n 49 days, 
approximately the-same l e n g t h of t ime as i n February 1944. 

The volume of cash and c r e d i t s a l e s showed l i t t l e change from the p r e -
ceding -month. C a s h ' s a l e s , which amounted to"more than t h r e e - f i f t h s of the. t o t a l , 
continued 17 pe r cent above t he year-ago l e v e l . • Charge-account s a l e s a l s o i n -
creased s u b s t a n t i a l l y over the y e a r - p e r i o d , whi le ins ta lment s a l e s were in about 
the same volume- as a- y e a r : e a r l i e ' r . ' ' ' , « • ' • 

. -Department-Store S a l e s , A6counts Receivable and C o l l e c t i o n s 

Percentage change from: 
January 1945 February 1944 

t o • t o ' 
February 1945 Fe bruary 1945 

Sa l e s during' month ' • 
Cash : : . . " *- - l +17-
Ins ta lment . o + 1 
Charge account . .+ 2 *17 . 

Accounts r e c e i v a b l e , end of month. • : 

Ins ta lment accounts " - 7 - 2 
Charge accounts . - 1 3 ' + 17 • 

C o l l e c t i o n s dur ing month: ; . 
In s t a lmen t accounts ! -11 
Charge accounts -24 ' +16 

Ra t io of c o l l e c t i o n s dur ing month . to :accounts r e c e i v a b l e a t beginning of month 

Ins t a lmen t accounts 
Charge accounts 

Feb.. 
1945 

p50 
p61 

1945 

32 
6 1 -
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- F2E,nu^Y 1945 

Ons/ and Credit Sales," by Federal Reserve d i s t r i c t s 

: " d r r e l ! Cash sa les ' Ins t : v s Che'^re -account ? a ]..: 2 
Feb. - : - . ' J en. Fee. Fub. 

1215 : 3 i ; 1945 1314 1945 1345 1944 

I 1F8 . vl 41 l.;5. r c ; 53 84 r93 71 
Pe;; Yerk • 129 1 PS ."ill 6? 11 51 80 79 ' 18 

1-1 J : p l ; e ' 151 155 1 34 13 I P . ' 55 . 95 SI 85 
Cle/elctrd 153 117 131 56 53 55 95 • 92 89 
.P:ch::3T:''L " . 151 155 .117 :'l %55 17 105 , 97 88 
At :1c 5 . ; -1- 111 31 •10 " 77 . 117 i l l 195 
P:.i2L?o Icf 137 • •:-?• 41 4l -'6 31 85 
P i , Leu:.- I 168 ! 171 111 • 37 r l l 51 104 101 88 
Pin: , : a : el i s 17-9 I 165 11? 70 89 78 97 97 8.1 
::-::nc:-s P i ty ' 550 ! ::16 191 7 8 - 61 57 112 101 ' 94 
1". : r27P PIS 71 . 77 G.c 145 r l24 1.12 
.Sen Francisco <io i PZZ 18G 52 57 ' 53 105 110 90 

P. P. T-^tal i s : j ] 154 159 57 r57 51 98 r95 81 

Accounts P.eceivable and Co l l ec t ions , oy Federal Feservo D i s t r i c t s 

.Accounts :utsta;:di:- ?, end cf month 
F : l : r a l Indexes; : 1941 3T*-;ra-e = 109 Col lec t ion r a t i o s l 

In: .;tuli':u at Char. ILJT.tS ' Inst-:ilirient . Char, ;e aoc y,mts 
D i s t r i c t Feb. Jan. Feb. Feb. Jan. Feb. Feb. 1 Jan.. ! Feb. Feb. Jen . Feb. 

- 10,45 1915 .1944 12:5 1945. 1944 19-5 19 '. 1944. 1945 1945 13/] 4 

Bo-stcr 56 49 56 85 106 , • 7.7 PI . :P/ I'- 55 . 53 55 
-P>v; Pork, - 17 19 5fr 78 91 71 51 EG l l 53 55 51 
P h i l a l e l r h i a •;i 11 • 81 j 3 00- .. 19 118 ;P9 55 51 55 
Olcv-^l^nl 11 38 p85 • ! • 99 59 p5P . 5P 35 pGO 59. G2. 

"ic i 15 85 : loo. 'K> 15 55 P5 . 54 . 51 55 
Atl':nt.:; . 18 ; !Pj 41 95 100 80 IP 55 55 ' 50 53 54 
Chicago : 34 i 37 55 86 95 73 34 58 55 5? 70 58 
S t . l e - P z | •'1 31 FP' • i'9 7 '73 55 55 55 57 54 

P.:lnr:.:ap.clls i IP i 50 ; 4 ! 7 5 . 86 51, 35 59 39 75 73 74 
Paj-.jas Ci ty j -.-4 ; , 5 ! 45 81 90 5 9 -19 41 ' ' 59 •57 - 71 65 
Lrl l- is - ! PC | 38 j 14 90 95 77 51 5? . 35 55 50 53 
Pa% .Francis:-: | V'U ; 38 | IP 91 - 53 55 37 55 58 57 56 

- U. S. PcT-pi I 
I 

« ! : i 
" i 

95 7P p30 51. 30 pGl 51 | 51 

r - p - y r e i l j . L n e r y . 
^ - ,C _]"l ?-:t i r.enth as ;;er Cent of r c r - u n t s receivable- At beginning 01' 

l e t / h The::'/ date a r : based m r e p o r t s ::f cccut 175 l a r r ^ dv:;ar trent s t o r e s r e p o r t -
i-nr h-y uyp; of t r a n s a c t i h n , r . ' r e than ^00 havin,-; charge accounts end ' 

- r:: ". j : \- y: h r / l n r in.^teinnnt '.;cca.:nta. -P^r-k f i g u r e s nay be cbtainod :n 
' " es t fr-M': the P iv l^ ion of F:es-.-arch una S t a t i s t i c e . 
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