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‘Instalment accounts outstending at department stcres declined during
April bv somewhat more than the usuzl seasonal amount, and centinued 22 per cent -
below the level of a year ago. Collectiorns on instwulment accounts decreased 13 per
cent in April resulting in a collection ratic of 32 per cent es compared with
36 per cent ln the proceding month.  The average period that instalnent accounts
were cutsta % was 2bout five menths - epproximately the sdme length of time as =
in April 1943. . ’

Charge accounts receivable remained at the I/'*rcx lcvel, although a
rice is usunl at this time, but continued slightly cbove the year-ago level.
Collesetions on charge aceounts inc sed 8 per cent, znd were in somewhat larger
volume than a year ezrlier. Charge nccounts were outstznding, on the nveroge,
nearlj 48 deys in Spril, the seme as. in the corrs-spnndmp month of 1943.

In ’mrl] cash ond credit sales showed declines from the unusually
large volume of ﬂ\c preceding month. Cash-sales, which accounted for about
63 por cent of the total, were & per cent above these for April 1943. Instalment
sales declined about one-fifth over the.year-period, le charge-= 'u,count sales
were in about the cime volume oe in the correspondit onth of 1943,

Department” Store Sales, Lecounts Reéceivable.and Collectipns

L’orcentdge change from:

March 1944. . April 1943
te to
,,-pml 1944 ; April 1944
Sales during month .
Cash -6 + 8
Instalment -20 -21
Charge account -9 0o
Accounts receivable, end of month .
Instalment accounts 8 )
Charge -accounts- 0 + 1
Collections during month ) . .
Instalment accounts -~ - -13 -21
Charge uccounts . + 8 + 2

Ratio frf collnctl ons z:lumngv m’mth to receivables a beginning of month .

‘April  Maveh  April
1944 1944 1943
Instalment accounts L . PR A R 36 31
Charge accounts R B ) " r65 63
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DEPARTHENT STORES

Districts

Cash and Credit Sales, by Federal/Neserve
Indexes; 194 aversgn
Cosn _sales Instalment sale nir sccount seles
&1 Apr. Apr. Mar. - Apr. Apr. Mar., Apr.
4 1043 1954 1944 1947 1944 1944 | 1943
185 15897 4 T66 71 103 104 104
180 131 61 81 75 20 98 92.
rlg2 159 57 r79 7 106 | rifl 106
179 161 56 71 69 104 112 105
184 167 55 70 €7 104 122 104
DEE 191 65 31 BT 1E7 1 112
178 50 rhHL al 100 128 101
182 64 79 86 101 117 105
182 77 39 au e 7 107 104
21 62 71 & 103 118 109
: 1 69 83 75 1o4 ol 121
San Franeiseo 25 55 72 i 105 118 | 105
U. S. Totel 17 182 159 J 59 .74 i 104 114 103

by Federal Rioserve Districts

v v on g :
d of month Cellection ratios ¥
Chnroee count

/apr.) ¥or. |Apr.
19441 1944(1943

45 87 ¥4 83 “ 4 ) 55

a7 77 76 7 2 He 83 g2

A6 85 7 83 21 62 65 | 64

4% 78 78 7 24 64 £5 65

53 77 b 74 &7 55 58 | 59

18 82 81 75 o4 52 &1 54

45 81 82 77 41 71 72 73
82 72 2 80 G& £8 69 58 -

52 78 72 71 39 77 79 | 79

51 75 76 79 23 71 r72 68

43 8l 86 81 27 55 57 62

49 74 75 76 33 72 r7 69

U. .2, Total" 8 &0 49 79 79 78 a2 36 21 43 65 63
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Back figures miy Le obtained on reques
from the Division of Research snd Statistics.
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