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DFPARTMENT "STORE CREDIT

" MARCH 1944

from Fedruary, snd armounted to ahout
Cnllections on inst2 1t accounts rose 9:p
1w in @ celleceicn rafio of 3¢ per cent, cne of the ~cst' on
. et wecounts wers outstanding, on the avarege, ap
four and one-hglf months compared with nearly five nond one-half months in
March 1943. - :

iareh by considerzbly more.
of *he month were aHightly above
Collections or charge acccunts de-
se 3 roirts to 64 per cent. The
s were cuts tar‘dlng; in March was about 47 days, -two

Charge 4'cmunts reccivable increased i
than the usus amourrt, =nd at ta d

those Tor the corre ding dat(‘ last 3
clinad 8 o lo3 o c=nl,, but the. collzction retio rcs
aversge period c
days less than in March 1

In Warch,. both cash ang credig s..]cs

) showed lerge increases over the '
T bru"r" volun:, probably due in part to early Easter buying 2nd to advanced
purchasing of "O"ﬂu that were subject tc new or i -eased cxcis.c t:\ on
Apr Gash sales continued to account for abou -
and’ b larger a year ago. Char
also showed substantizl gains over thise Tor th

Department Store Sales, Accounts Recsivqp;fé and Collections

Percentarze change from:
i - | February 1944 .\L rch 1943
P to to
March 1944 Farch 1944
Sales during month
Cash © +31 . - +25
Instalment ' L T3l +11
Charge account : . +36 . +15
Accounts receivable, end of menth : . .
Ins talf.mt accounts - ’ -1 -22
CH(\T[\, acecunts - +11 + 2
Collecticns during month o
Instslment accounts - o o +9 ~14,
. Charge accounts . -8 |, =5
Ratic of ':31] 2ctions m.uinr month to rccelvables at beginning of month
\ . S | Harch February March
) l Lot 1944 . 1944 1943
eat #uccounts ! s .36 .. 31 . . 3L
Dlgltlzed for Fé%égﬁlccmmt_s- ' S e 61 62
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L STORES
- Cash tv Federal Reserve Districts
. Indexes;: 1941 averume = .

Federal Reserve|_ Casn sales Ipstaluent sales sales

T~ District Feb. [-Feb. Fev. | Mar.
1944 ! 1944 1944 1943

135 rllé 134 63 . 104 | r 74 97

190 110 i20 70 98 €8 |-. 88

- 191 134 150 65 lz22 85 103

172 134 7156 59 112 -80 99

137 149 62 1se2 88 101
213 170 48 133 102 108 °

137 145 67 108 83 96

145 1z 64 v 88 |. 103

147 180 78 107 2 94

rl32 181 71 118 r 94 108

268 201 54 151 115 115

rl8¢ 176 a2 118 | r 91 104

U. 5. Total 162 r140 14€ 74 a7 66 114 84 99

Accounts Peceivable and (‘07lec+1o.u, by Faderal Heserve Districts

Collection ratios *
Federal

48 82 77 2 21 re8 27 a7 5% 53

59 75 71" 77 28 3 26 53 5 51

A a7 7 8l 35 29 29 65 153 62

46 78 69 75 5] 33 33 65 62 63

4 85 77 70 2 20 oe 25 58 58 56

D) 51 1 80 75 30 2 24 &4 BZ3 D4

3% ] 18 82 73 77 ) &6 29 7 67 72

35 56 81 82 73 30 42 35 31 69 54 67

@3 23 C3 78 ré62 88 45 T3l 37 | 8C |r74 78

43 45 56 76 T69 9] 42 1 .23 3% | 71 |T6h 67

3% 34 45 86 77 82 28 33 c8 67 63 62

35 35 53 75 r69 i 12 35 32 71 68 67

7. 8. Total L0 41 51 72 72 78 36 31 31 G4 €1 62

g month as per cent of accounts at beginning of month.

btaced <n reports of about 478 large department stores reporting
rpe of transaction, more than. 400 heving charge accounts and about
o nstalment accounts.” Buck figures may be obtained on regquest
from t“e Division of Research and Statisties.
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