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DEPARTMENT STORE-CREDIT'• • - • ••- ~ 

O c t o b e r I9h3-

At - d e p a r t m e n t s t o r e s i n s t a l m e n t a c c o u n t s o u t s t a n d i n g showed a b o u t t h e 
u s u a l s e a s o n a l r i s e i n O c t o b e r , and a t t h e end o f t h e -month -were* 35 P e r c e n t , below— 
the y e a r - a g o l e v e l , C o l l e c t i o n s on i n s t a l m e n t a c c o u n t s i n c r e a s e d 12 p e r c e n t i n 
O c t o b e r , and t h e c o l l e c t i o n r a t i o r o s e t o 3 6 , 3 p o i n t s above t h e h i g h September-
l e v e l . The a v e r a g e p e r i o d t h a t i n s t a l m e n t a c c o u n t s w e r e o u t s t a n d i n g was a b o u t 
f o u r and o n e - h a l f months a s compared w i t h . a b o u t s i x months i n O c t o b e r 191+2,' • 

Charge a c c o u n t s r e c e i v a b l e i n c r e a s e d by a b o u t the cus tomary , s e a s o n a l 
amount , and a t t h e end of t h e month were . 1 p e r c e n t . b e l o w ' t h o s e on t h e c o r r e s < 
pond ing d a t e of 191+2, C o l l e c t i o n s op. c h a r g e a c c o u n t ' s , which a r e u s u a l l y ' l a r g e . \ 
a t t h i s time, of t h e y e a r , r o s e 2i+ p e r c e n t d u r i n g O c t o b e r , r e s u l t i n g i n a c o l l e c - ". 
t i o n r a t i o of 6 5 , t h r e e p o i n t s h i g h e r t h a n i n o t h e r r e c e n t m o n t h s , . Charge ".a.cco.unts 
w e r e o u t s t a n d i n g a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1+6 days i n O c t o b e r , t h e same as i n Oc tobe r 191+2, 

Both cash and c r e d i t s a l e s a t d e p a r t m e n t s t o r e s showed t h e c u s t o m a r y 
s e a s o n a l e x p a n s i o n f rom September t o O c t o b e r , Cash s a l e s c o n t i n u e d a b o u t o n e - s i x t h 
above t h e y e a r - a g o vo lume, w h i l e s a l e s o n c h a r g e a c c o u n t s r emained a t t h e 19li2' 

' l e v e l , •" . - • • — . — ; - - - r . . 

Depar tment S t o r e S a l e s , Accoun t s R e c e i v a b l e and Col le c t i o n s 

- •• • P e r c e n t a g e change• f r o m r - — . 

' Sep tember 191+3 O c t o b e r 19i+2 
\ / t o - . . . . t o 

• O c t o b e r .191+3 " ' - - O c t o b e r 191+3 ' 

S a t e s d u r i n g month , • '•. • • 
- c a s h . " . +12...: . -

I n s t a l m e n t +22 v 8 
Charge a c c o u n t . + 10 c .. 

Accounts ' r e c e i v a b l e , .end' o f month 
I n s t a l m e n t a c c o u n t s ' + 5 ' - 3 5 
Charge a c c o u n t s ; +10 - 1 

C o l l e c t i o n s d u r i n g month ; • ' 
I n s t a l m e n t a c c o u n t s . +12 . . 2 4 ' 
Charge a c c o u n t s : +21+ - 2 . 

R a t i o of c o l l e c t i o n s d u r i n g month t o r e c e i v a b l e s a t b e g i n n i n g o f month 

Oc tobe r Sep tember O c t o b e r • -
: 19U3 : 19U3 ' 1942% • 

36 • 33 , " 29 ' * ' "" * ~ * I n s t a l m e n t a c c o u n t s 
Cha rge"accoun t s ' " "" 
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Department S t o r e Cash and C r e d i t S a l e s , 
by Fede ra l Reserve D i s t r i c t s 

Cash s a l e s I n s t a l m e n t s a l e s Charge -accoun t s a l e s • 

F e d e r a l p e r c e n t a g e change f r o n t Percentage. . < change f r o m : Percentage change from: 
Reserve S e p t . I 9 L 1 . 3 Oct . 1 9 ^ S e p t . 1943 Oct . 1942 Sep t .1943 Oct. 1942 
Dis t r i c t . to t o to to to to 

o = t . 19U? Oct . 1943: Oc t . . . 194) Oct , 194) O c t . 1943 Oct. 1943 

-Boston. - •' - •' + iO • + 3 +36- , 6 . >12 - 6 
. v; Y>rk- ! ' +16 + 4 - - 4 . + 1 5 • • 0 + 12 .— 6 
P h i l a d e l p h i a + 17 + 17- - -r +23 - 4 + 19 • ' - .0 
Cleveland # : 1. +10 . + 17 • +29 ^ . - - 5 -+12 - - + 3 . 
Richmond 1 + 9 " + 4 +24:" •- 0 + 6 - - 3 
Ao1anta !.- +11 - : +10 .+21 + 6 - . + 5 - + 8 
C h i c . - , • + 10- +20 -10 + 6 - 2 
S t . - Lvois + 8 • ' , -17. - ' - +15 - - 1 8 . + 2 - 3 
: : i n n ^ p o l i s + 2 - - 1 9 . +18-. - e . - 1 - 7 
Kansas : i r ; - . + 7 +32 + 18 - -18 • + 2 ' < 3 . • 
Dal-.las '-. -+1 h . *19 :+19 • + 4 • +23-
Tan Franc i sco i + 17 ' + 3 2 +25 -19 + 18 • + 6 

Y-. S . To ta l i + 12- | + 1 6 . +22 - 8 • +10 0 

. Department S t o r e Acc iun t s Receivable and . C o l l e c t i o n s , 
'by Federal .-He-serve D i s t r i c t s 

. A c c e n t s 
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r - R e v i s e d . 
* - C: 11 Vco i r . s d u r i n g month a s p e r cen t of accounts a t b e g i n n i n g of month. 
j o t e r ' T : % • a r e -bas-ed" o n - r e p o r t s 'o:f " a b o u t ' ll75™l-''n?c - 'department' s"tc res ""rep0r't-

. i n g s a l e s by type ~ f - t r a n s a c t i o n , -nore than 1*00 hav ing cha rge accoun t s and 
abou t 500 hav ing i n s t a l m e n t a c c o u n t s . Back f i g u r e s may be o b t a i n e d on r e -
q u e s t .fror. the D i v i s i o n of Research and S t a t i s t i c s , , Digitized for FRASER 
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