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Instalment accounts outstanding at departn:o“t steres ot the end of
Scptember were unchenged at the August level although some rise-is usual in this
months The lcvel continued at about th!‘OO:—flfthg of thc emount outstanding last
year, Collecctions cn instalmont accounts declined slightly in September, resulting
ir a collection rotio of 33 per cent|as coupared with 26 per cent in Septorber
1942, Instelrent accounts corntinued te be outstaending, on the average, an:)ro,u-‘ B
natély 5 ronths, cbeut 2 ronths less:then in Septorbcr 1942, .

Cherge eccounts outstanding inereased by about the usual scasonal arount
in Septerber, and et the ond of the rionth continued 2 per cent belew those on the
cerrospernding date last ycar. Ccllections during Septe:zber showed little chenge
from the preceding menth, end reraired slightly above Scpterber 1942, The average
period charge accounts wore outstbr‘dlngﬂu.,saptov ‘ber continued to be about 48 days,
as corpored wu.th approximately 50 days in the sare ronth of 1942,

The vclure of cash and chc\rge-accp\mt soales at departrent stores showed .
about the usuxl scascnal rise from Lugust to Septerber. Cash seles, which ac-
courted for rorc than threc-fifths cf the total for the third ccnsccitive
wors 19 por cent sbove the luvel of & yoar ago., Charge-acccunt sales werc in about
the sare volure &s in the correspondihg pericd last-yeaer. -Instelient sdles rose
9 per cont fror fugust to Septerber but contirusd substantially below the 1942
level. T . . .
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Departrort Store Cach &nd Credit Sales,

N - by Federsl Reserve Districts
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