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Instalment accounts oitstanding at department storec-declined 3 per
cent in August, and were L3 per cent below the year-ugo level,” Collections.on
instulnent uccounts decreased 3 per cent -in August; bubt the collection ratio -
reeched u nev high lovel.of 32 per cent, - The average length of time instalment
accounts werc outstanding wus ub-:ut 5 nonths 25 compared with about 7 months in .-
Aupust 19L2, s

‘Charge accounts recnlvxblo showed o small contreseasonal decline in
Anpust, but at the end of the month werTe only 2 per cent below the corresponding
"rmth of last year, Although chlectm“s declined "7 per cent during August,

: wbove the year-ago level for the first time in several months, Charge -
nt wurre outstandifig,-on the averhge, about L8 d&ys in Auguet approximately
3 (‘v,.yg less tnan in August 1942,

Cash und charge-aceount seles at dn—nnrtment stores showed somewhat less'
thun the usual sonal rise from July to Jugust ¢ les 3, which continued to
account for- more than three-fifths of the total, were 1€ per ‘cent above the year-
ago volume, the smallest percrntazge incrense Huf year, Instalment sales in=
croused 20 par cent in August, but were 13 per cent below the same month last year,
Churge-uccount sales were in about- 1,he same - lume as in the eorresponding fmonth of |

192,

.Devartment Store Sules, Accounts Recedvable and C>1luctions

FREEN : s Porcentupe change from:
July 19L3 August 1942
t

. o
Augus t 19L3 August 1943

Szles Muring nonth T
+ 10 .+ 18

Cash :
Instalment . . + 20 7 - 13
Charge account . ’ . 1. . +13 R §
Accounts raceivable, snd »f month B .
Instalment accounts . i . =3 - L3
Charge accounts ! RIS | - 2
Co1ll:ctivns during month . N . .
Instalment accounts ’ -3 . -7
(,hurgﬁ sccounts | ' .17 + 5
Ratiz of collyctions &: u'J.ng nonth t reculvublea at bugmmng of manth.. ! i
August July Augus’c =
DUy S P - I ) 2
Instalment accounts o - %2 30 2l
Charge accounts . 62 62, 59
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Department Store Cash and Cr#dit Sales,
by Federzl Reserve Districts

Czsh scles - Instalment seles Charpe-account sales
Percentaps shange from:|Percentage change from:|Percentuge clenge from
July 1943 | aug, 19L2 | July 19L3 | aug, 19L2 | July 19L3|aug, 1902
to to - to t to to
g, 1905 | Ang, 1903 | aug. 19L35 | Aug, 1943 | Aug, 19L5{iug, 1943
+ 9 +13 +31 =21 +13 -2
+ L L +27 o - +13 -2
« 7 + 9 +15 T2 + 4 -10
+le 37 +30 =16 +15 w2
+ 1 + 8 +2% -10 .+ 9 -6
+17 +58 -3 -11 +18 +17
+1L +23 + 2 -14 +17 + 1
+15 +18 +1R =23 - +13 -1
+19 +30 +21 -8 +22 + 8
+13 +25 + 4 =32 +10 + 6
P +51; + 9 1 +17 +27
+ 2 +31 -+ 8 =23 + 8 + 1
U, S, Totul +10 +18 +20 =13 +13 + 1
Department Store icesunts Zeccivuble and Coll‘:ctions,'
- by Federsl Reserve Districts )
counts cutstanding, end of |- )
- = nonth Corllection rutios *
Federal wserve | Tndcxes: Dec, 31, 1939 = 100 .
District Instulnent Charge sceounts| TInstalmenc Charge accaunts
sug, |guly aug, | Aug, |July|aug,| Aug,[duly Aug.
19031 19L3 ] 19L2 | 1943|1963 (190:2] 19h3{1ghF {0k
23 £2 7L 28|27 [e] 5046355
L7 L7 | 51 | = 26 1 2k | 230 50 [ 51 | L8
32 L6 | Ly | L 30 | 29| 25 52 | 62 | 5y
L2 55 | sk | sl 3L 32 ] 20 &3 | &3 | 61
L1 50 | 5 55 7 | 25 | 20 =a | 57 | 52
L6 €1 | 57 | 59 30 | 25 | 20 52 |53 | L
55 £1 ) 50 | 50 Lo | 29 | 22 70 | 72 | 67
Lo 55.| 5L | 56 35 | 33 | 2L €S | 68 | U3
L 5¢ | LG | 50+ L2 | 39 3 79 | 77 | 7L
L2 S sk |57 | 36| 3¢ 25| 70|70 |62
Lo &2 |re0 | 58 30| 30 | 21 61 | 61 | 53
L2 55 |r55 | 58 35 | 3L | 25 | 70 |r70 | 66
LefLi|70| 53|53 |55 | 32|30 |2 | 6|6é|50

ions during month as_per cent :f accounts at beginning of month,
the: These datu are based on reports of about 11175 large department stores report-
ing sa2lss by tipe of transzetidn, mure than L0O having charge wceounts and
ﬁ’-\é avi instzlment accounts, Buck figures may be cbtuined on re-
Dlgltlzed for IE\u s§é% the Division of .Research and Statisties,
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