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I n s t a l m e n t ' a ccoun t s o u t s t a n d i n g a t depa r tmen t s t o r e s - d e c l i n e d 3 p e r ' 
c e n t i n August ; and were l o per- cen t bo low t h e y ear-ago- l e v e l , C o l l e c t i o n s on 
i n s t a l m e n t accoun t s dec reased 3 per cen t -in August- bu t t h e c o l l e c t i o n r a t i o • 
reached a new h igh l e v e l - o f 32 p e r c e n t . ' "The ave rage l e n g t h of t ime i n s t a l m e n t 
a c c o u n t s were o u t s t a n d i n g was about" 5 months as compared w i t h a b o u t 7 months i n ' 
August 19L2. - , ' 

• Charge accounts- r e c e i v a b l e ' showed a sma l l con t r&seasona l d e c l i n e i n ' 
Augus t , b u t a t t he end o f t h e month wore only 2 p e r c e n t below the co r r e spond ing 
month o f ' l a s t y e a r . Although c o l l e c t i o n s d e c l i n e d 17 pe r c e n t d u r i n g Augus t , 
t h e y were- above t h e y e a r - a go l e v e l f o r the f i r s t t ime i n s e v e r a l months. Charge 
a c c o u n t s wvre outs tanding- ,* on t h e a v e r a g e , about L.8 days, i n Augus t , a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
3 days l e s s t h a n i n August 19^2., 

Cash and cha rge - accoun t s a l e s a t depa r tmen t s t o r e s showed somewhat l e s s _ 
t h a n the u s u a l s e a s o n a l r i s e from J u l y t o Augus t , Cash s a l e s , which con t inued to 
account for - more than t h r e e - f i f t h s o f t h e t o t a l , we're 18 per c e n t above t h e y e a r -
ago volume, t h e s m a l l e s t p e r c e n t a g e i n c r e a s e t h i s y e a r . I n s t a l m e n t s a l e s i n -
c r ea sed 20 p e r cen t i n August , b u t were 13 p e r c e n t below t h e flame' month last y e a r , 
Charge-account s a l e s were in about- t h e same -volume a s i n the corresponding-month: of 
19)42. . 

. . . D e p a r t m e n t ' S t o r e S a l e s , Accounts Rece ivab le and C o l l e c t i o n s 

Porcc-nt a] £e change f rom: 
• J u l y I9u3 August I9I42 

to to 
August 19U3 August 1 9 W " 

Sales ' - ' u r ing month • ' ' " -

Cash - ' ' + 10 + 16 
•Instalment ; + 20 " - 13 
Charge account •! • + 1.3 ' + 1 

Accounts r e c e i v a b l e , end of month 
Ins t a lmen t - a ccoun t s '• - h5 
Charge accoun t s - 1 '

 2 
C o l l e c t i o n s d u r i n g month . 

I n s t a l m e n t accoun t s . - 3 - 27 : 
Charge a c c o u n t s ' ' - 17 • + 5 

Rat io of c o l l e c t i o n s .dur ing .month t o r e c e i v a b l e s - a t b e g i n n i n g o f month.. 

August J u l y August 
19W ' 19W 19l2 

I n s t a l m e n t a c c o u n t s . 32 . 30 2k 
Charge accoun t s 62 " . 62, 59. 
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Department S t o r e Cash and C r e d i t S a l e s , 
by F e d e r a l Reserve D i s t r i c t s 

Cash s a l e s • I n s t a l m e n t s a l e s Charge-account s a l e s 

m 7*^1 ? "i r«T7--z Percen t age change f rom: P e r c e n t a g e < change f r o m : Pe rcen t age change 'from: 
1 C wv ^ I V* i - t - ' j I V _e 

D i s t r i c t J u l y 19U3 Aug. 19i|2 J u l y 19li3 Aug. 19h2 J u l y 19U3 Aug. I9I42 
to to • to t > to to 

Aug. 19 '0 Aug." 19^3 Aug. 19W Aug. 19W Aug. 19W Aug. 1943 

Boston" + 9 + 1 3 ' +34 - 2 1 + 13 - 2 
hew Y rk + h - h - +27 . 0 ' - 1 3 - 2 
P h i l a d e l p h i a - * 7 + .9 + a - 1 2 + h - 1 0 
Cleveland + l c + 3.7 + 3 b - 1 6 + 15 + 2 
iiichmon a + 1 + 8 + 2 3 . - 1 0 + 9 •- 6 
A t l a n t a + 17 . +58 - - 3 - 1 1 + 18 +17 
Chicago . + 1U + 2 3 + 2 . -lh ' + 17 + 1 
St. Louis • + 1 5 + 16 + 18 . -23 + 13 - 1 
Minneapol i s + 19 +30 ^ +21 - 8 + 2 2 " . + 8 
Kansas C i t y + 1 3 - 3 5 ' + u -32 + 10 + 6 
Da l l a s + 9 *$h • + 9 +1'4 • +17 +27 
San F r a n c i s c . + 9 +31 - + 8 . - 2 3 + 8 + 1 

U . S . T o t u l j + 10 + 16 +20 | -13 + 13 + 1 

Department S t o r e Accounts Rece ivab le and C o l l e c t i o n s , 
by Fede ra l Reserve D i s t r i c t s 

Ac c o u t s t a n d i n c , cm j Of 
• month C o l l e c t i o n r a t i o s * 

F e d e r a l le s e r v e Ind. Dec. 31 , 1 9 3 9 = 100 
D i s t r i c t I n s t a l m e n t Cha rg e acc ounts 'Ins talmeii c Charge acc; 

Aug. J u l y Aug. Aug. J u l y Aug. Aug. J u l y Aug. Aug. J u l y Aug. 
19^3 19!;3 19 a 1 9 a 19JL3 1 9 ^ 1 9 a 1 9 a 1 9 a W I9h3 , 1 9 a 

3 r 35 63 52 57 a 28 27 22 56 - 53 5 5 
I lew York hi 50 6 9 • a .51 52 26 2h . 23 50 51 a 
P h i l a d e l p h i a 32 33 61 h6- h9 a • 30 29- 25 62 62 5 9 

.Cleve land 1.2 37 7o 5 5 . 5h • 5h 3L 32 26 63 63 61 
Richmond . a a 7h 5 0 53 5 6 2 7 25 20 58 57 52 

L6 a 78 a .57 59 30 . 25 20 52 53 ho 
.Chicago 53 3L 6 2 51 50 50 ho 59 29 70 7 2 67 . 
S t . Louis ho a 76 55- 5h 5 6 35 33 2 1 6 6 68 o3 
Minneapo l i s L-h a 63 50 IlU 50 h2 39 23 79 77 •7h 

"Kansas C i t y 12 .L6 73 5h 5h 57 36 36 2-, 70 70 6 2 
' D a l l a s 16. a 77 6 2 rbO 58 3 0 30 21 6 1 6 1 53 
San Franc i sco ' 12 a 76 55- r 5 5 58 35 3h 25 " 70 r 7 0 66 

U. S. To ta l j he a 70 52 53 | 32 3Q 2b 62 62 59 

• * - C o l l e c t i o n s d u r i n g nv;nth as . p e r cen t : f accoun t s a t beg inn ing of month. 
Note: These d a t a a r e based on r e p o r t s of a b o u t Uj5 l a r g e depar tmen t s t o r e s r e p o r t -

ing s a l e s by type of t r a n s a c t i o n - , more t h a n it00 hav ing charge a c c o u n t s and 
abou t 300 hav ing i n s t a l m e n t a c c o u n t s . Back f i g u r e s may be o b t a i n e d on r e -
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