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RETAIL/FURNITURE REPORT FOR DECEMBER 1963 

Instalment accounts rece ivable a t repor t ing f u r n i t u t e s to res 
showed the customary year-end increase and, as in the preceding s ix 
months, were s l i g h t l y la rger than in the corresponding 1962 period. A 
seasonal slackening in co l l ec t ions brought the r a t i o to f i r s t -o f -month 
receivables down one percentage po in t , to about the same r a t e as a 
year e a r l i e r . 

Charge account balances, which also usual ly increase in 
December, were up eight per cent during the month but showed l i t t l e change 
over December 1962, when an upswing of 6 per cent was recorded. 

The December spur t in sa les was the l a r g e s t in several years . 
The gain was p a r t i c u l a r l y marked in cash s a l e s , which had slackened during 
November, but subs tan t i a l increases occurred a lso in c r ed i t business. 
Sales of a l l types were larger than in December 1962. For the year 1963 as 
a whole, however, instalment sa les were off somewhat, r e f l e c t i n g a 
comparatively low f i r s t h a l f . 

Furni ture Store S t a t i s t i c s for December 1963 
Percentage increase or 

decrease ( - ) from: 
Month 

ago 
Year 

ago 
Jan. - Dec. 

to 
Jan. - Dec. 

1962 

1963 
Net sa les during month 

Total 
Cash 
Instalment 
Charge account 

Accounts rece ivable , a t end of month 

Total 
Instalment 
Charge account 

Col lect ion r a t i o s on instalment 
accounts 1/ 

26 
46 
23 
15 

1 
T 
- 1 

3 

December 
1963 

November 
1963 

December 
1962 

11 12 11 
V Collect ions during month as percentage of accounts outstanding at 

beginning of month. 
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RETAIL FWHITURE STORM - DM ZMBIR 1963 

Total S»t Sales 

Federal 
Percental ee increase.or decrease 1-) from: 

Federal Jan. -Ttetu 1962 
Reserve Month Year - t©M 
Dis t r i c t J ; 'ago ago . Jan. - Dec. 1963 

Boston 23 2 -2 
*ee York 47 6 0 
Philadelphia 20 4 2 
Cleveland 21 7 -8 
Ricttsond 25 2 0 
Atlanta 31 - 3 0 
Chicago 23 12 6 
St. Louis 12 4 2 
Minneapolis 15 18 -2 
tansas City 28 7 4 
Dallas 18 - 3 -4 
San Francisco 22 8 5 

U. S. Total 26 4 1 

Instalment Accounts Receivable 

Federal Percentage increase < sr decrease ( - ) from: 
Reserve Hoi 1th Xe« 
Dis t r i c t ago ago 

Boston 6 
Hew York 1 1 
Philadelphia 0 
Cleveland 3 
Richmond 3 
Atlanta -2 
Chicago 5 
St. Louis -2 
Minneapolis -13 
Kansas City 3 
Dallas -2 
San Francisco 1 

8.- S. Total . 5 1 
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