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RETAIL FUFNITURE REPORT FOR MAY 1961

Instalront accounts receiveble of rerorting furniture
stores siowed little change in May and remained about 5 per cecnt
below thoee in the corresponding period of 1960. Repayment of
thece acccunts, which had slackened somswhat in April this year,
returned in May to the first quarter rate of 12 per cent. This
ratio of collections to first-of-month outstandings also prevailed
during most of 1950.

A substantial May increase in furniture store sales
occurred in each type of tramsaction in neerly all sections of the
country. Instalment sales,. however, continued below those of a
year earlier, more than offgetting the year-to-year increases shown
in both cash and charge-account sales. Total sales were 4 per cent
below those in May 1960 but 14 per cent larger then in April this

year, .
Furniture Store Statistics for May 1961

rercentege change from:
Jan.-May 1960
- Ltem lkonth| Year to

_ezo | ago| Jan.-Mey 1 61

Net sales during wonth i

. Total e +1h | -k -10
" Cash : +1h +3 + b
Instalment ) +14 -8 -15
Charge account 1 +6 -3
Accounts receivable; at end of month

Total [¢] -5 XXX
Instalment . [o] -5 XXX
Charge account +3 -7 XXX

May Apr. May

1961 | 1961 1560

Collection ratios on instalwent accounts 1/| 12 11 12

1/ Colle;tiona during month as percentage of accounts outstanding
at beginning of month. : . :
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RETAII, FURNITORE STORES - MAY 1961
" Szles by Type of Transaction
(fercentage changes)
Federal Total net sales Cesh sales Inatal?enx Ch;rgf—acfount
N sales sales
gfft;zet ~Morth Yezr f.onth Year Month Year Honth Year
i ago ago 2g0 ago ago ago ago ago
Boston +18 + 7 +15 + U +16 + 6 +23 +10
Hew York +14 +1 +13 n.a. +15 -9 + 7 +10
thilai:lphia +11 -8 +12 -6 +9 -11 +14 o]
Clevel-nd +10 -26 +12 =24 +9 -26 | n.a. |n.a.
Ricnmoad +15 + 7 -1 -11 +22 +14 + 6 -2
Atlarta +12 -9 +9 . =10 +12 =11 +16 n.a.
Chiczgo - +11 -9 +14 -1 +9 -11 +18 -7
- St. Leuis +12 -8 +22 0 +12 -13 + 4 +5
+21 -5 +15 +1 +20 -6 +33 -4
+12 +5 +14 +23 +12 -4 +10 +5
+18 -2 +15 -7 +15 -8 +31  ]+20
3an Frencisco +17 +1 +20 +30 +18 =11 +13 +14
U. 5. Total~ | 414 -4 +14 +3 1k -8 24 |+ 6
Cumulative Sales by Type of Transaction, and
Instalment .ccounts Raczivable
{Percentage changss)
Instalment
Federal Cumulative salss, Jan.-iay receivables,
Reserve change from 1960 to 1961 ] end of month
Tistrict Total | Casn Instal- | Charge- fonth | Yezar
. ment account ago ago
Boston - 4 -4 -5 -5 0 -6
ilew York -5 +33 =15 -1 -3 -4
ihiladelphia -16 -16 -18 -11 -1 -12
Zlevaland -29 =22 =30 n.a. -1 n.z.
-3 +3 -3 -6 +1 0
-11 -13 -13 +17 41 [k
-16 -9 -19 --15 o |-5
-8 - b -12 0 o |-k
-9 -3 -9 =9 +2 b
-1 L1k -11 +2 2 |-7
-9 -7 -13 =7 ] -6
-7 +18 -17 + 2 0o [0]
U. s. Totzl -10 + b -15 -3 o |-5

n.2. - Not available.
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