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RETAIL FURNITURE REFORT FOR DECEMBER 1957

Instalment accounts roceivable at furniture stores
increased 5 per cent during December, but the month-end level
continued 4 per cent below a year ego. The ratio of collections
to first-of-month balances was 12 per cent in December as com-
pared with 13 per cent a month sgo and 1l per cent a year ago.

Both cash and instelment sales increased sharply from
November to December, while charge-account sales were up méder-
ately. Total sales, however, were 5 per cent below & yeer
earlier. Sales for the year were 4 per cent below 1956, reflect-
ing a decline in each type of tramsaction.

Fumituré Store Statistics for December 1957

| Percentaze change froum:
Jan.-Dec. 1956
Tten Month |Year to
&ago_ |ago | Jan.-Dec. 1957

Net sales during mcnth

Total +20 |-5 -4
Cash #34 |- 5 -1
Instalment 420 |-5 -
Charge account +8 |-10 -5
Accounts receivable, et end of month

Total +5 -4 Cxxx
Instalment +5 |- 4 XXX
Charge account +5 |=-5 XXX

Dec. |Nov. Dec.

1957 |1957| ~ 1956

Collection ratics cn instalment accounts 1/ | 12 | 13 11 g

_]_./ Collections during month as percentege of accounts outstanding at
teginning of month.
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RETAIL FURNITURE STCRES - DECEMEER 1957
Sales by Type of Transection
(Psrcentege changes)

| . i Instalment | Charge-eccouat
Federal - Total net szles Cash sales ;  sales sales
Reserve Month | Year | Month ; Year | Month | Year | Month | Year
District L. ago ago esgc | ego | _ago | azo ago l &go
§ H | [ |
Bosten RTINS +19 ; 218 | +9 , -16 +2 | -15
New Tork +15 -6 +11 | -10 | +18 | -3 -22 1 -2
Philadelphia ;| + 9 -k 20 -7 ) +7 j-5 +G5 ;+1
Clevelsrd [ S & ! +T l -19 | 420 | -12 | n.s.; n.a.
Richmerd y *20 -3 +s4 P -3 ) 419 | -3 +6 | =5
Atlenta i+35 -2 5L +2 3 -2 + 7 -2
“hizago i +20 -5 +25 | 0 ¢ 21 | - 6 +2 | -10
St. Louls | 21 -6 +40 | -2 ¢ +27 ;+1 ; +b 20
Minreapolis L 412 [} l +29 i+ 1 #11 | -1 0 | +1b
Xengas City L 22 -2 +38 | 412 | +15 | -1k +25 | +10
Dellas ‘ +35 0 | +5F | -2 | 437 [ +1 | +25 | -1
Sen Frencisco |  +19 -b D #35 j-7 | 411 -3 ) #25 -3
i i i i i i | i
U. S. Total ; +20 | -5 | +3 -5 #20 ; -5 | + @& ] -10
o i | i | H i !
Cumulative Sales by Type of Transescticr, and
Instelment Accounts Receivable
(Percentage changes)
| Instalment
Faderel i Curulative sales, Jamn.-Dec. receivables,
Reserve i chavge from 1656-1G57 . end of month,
District i Total | Cash : Instal- ; Charge- | Month , Year
i rent account 8go | 8go
T 1]
Boston z -9 -6 i 9 -8 +1 ! -6
New York p -2 -1y -2 ! -6 +11 !+ 7
> Philadelphia -1 ¢t -1y -1 ! -1 +5 | -1
Cleveland -5 4 -3 -6 | -2 otk -k
Richmord -3 | - -2 ) -8 1 +3 -7
_ Atlenta -2 |+, -3 -5 +6 , 0
Chicago -3 43 -k -8 +7 i -4
 St. Louis -5 -5 7 -3 -10 +4 1 -1
- Minneapolis -1 t +3 | -3 + 7 + 2 ’ -7
Kangas City |~ -10 | -3 J ~-15 -3 0 | -1k
_ Dallas + 2 ‘-2 I+ 2 +2 +k,+8
San Francieco -5 I 1y - 5 -6 | +1 l -10
U. S. Total -4 |-1‘ -4 -5i+5|-‘*
| _ ]

n.a. - Not available
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