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RETAIL FURNITURE REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 1957

- P
Instaluent accounts outstanding at furniture stores at_
the end of September were down 1 per cent from the preceding month-
end, and continued 5 per cent below a year earlier. The ratio of
collections to accounts receivable at the beginning of the month
declined 1 point to 12 per cent, but was 1 point above a year
earlier.

Total sales at reporting furniture stores declined 11
per cent from August to September, reflecting moderate decreases
in each type of sale. Compared with a year earlier, total sales
were down 3 per cent. Total sales volume for the first nine months
of the year was also down 2 per cent from the corresponding period

of 1956. ~
~ Furniture Store Statistics for September 1957

Percentage chanpe from:
Jan.-Sept. 1956
to

Itenm Month |Year
8 ago_|Jan.-Sept. 1957
Net sales during month
Total -11 -3 -3
Cash -13 |-l -1
Instalment -11 -3 -3
Charge account -10 -1 -4
Accounts receivable, at end of month
Total 0 -5 XXX
Instalment -1 -5 XXX
Charge account +1 -3 XXX
Sept. |Aug. Sept.
1957 |1957 1956
Collection ratics on instalment accounts _J_./ 12 13 1

1/ Collections during month as percentage of accounts outstanding

at beginning of ronth.
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RETATL FURNITURE STORES - SEPTEMEER 1557
Sales by Type of Trarsaction 7
(Percentage changes) :

. Instalment Charge-account
Federal Totel net sales Cash sales sales sales
Reserve . ~ Month | Year ;| Month| Year| Month| Year | Month | Year
District ago ago 220 ago ago | ago 0
- |
Boston -1k -1 -1 -8 -8 +1 <19 -2
New York + 1 0 +7 +7 -1 -1 +7 | +2 r
Philadelphia -7 -3 -10 +6 -9 -7 +1 | +1 3,
Cleveland -1k [¢] -16 +6 -1k (] n.a. | n.a. :
Richmond -20 -7 -10 0 =20 -9 -2 -3 %
Ptlarta -16 - 13 o+T -7 -6 -5 j+11 b
Chicago -18 -6 -26 -9 =15 -2 -2k | -18 4
St. Louls - -11 (o] -19 -9 -7 +4 -1 j - 4 2
Minneapolis -19 +6 -14 +7 -21 +3 ;=15 | +27 ¥
Kansas City -6 -2 -22 -1 + 1 -7 -7 | +171 5
_Dallas -14 -1 -2k -10 -15 -1 -5 | +2 ;?
- Sen Francisco -5 =5 <8 -7 -3 -6 -8 | -2 Yo
U. S. Total -11 -3 -12 -1 -11 =2 -10 l -1
) H |
Curulative Sales by Type of Transaction, end
Instalment Accounts Receivable
" (Percentage changes)
| Instalment ]
Federal [ Cumuletive sales, Jan.-Sept., | receivables, - 1
Reserve [__change from 1956 to 1957 end of month :
District “Total| Caon Instal—| Charye- | Month | Year
| . ment | account | ago | ago &
Boston . { -6 -4 -7 -5 | (o] -2 4
New York | -1 [ -1 | -2 | 41 |+ 6 i
Philadelphia | -1 (o] 0 | -3 i +1 -2 3
Cleveland ; -7 -2 -7 | -1 -3 -6 &
Richmond j -3 -2 -1 -9 -2 -6 =1
Atlanta - . -2 | +8 -3 | -2 0 0 i
- Chicago ] -2 +1 -2 l -5 To-l -2 5
St. Louis -k | -2 -3 -8 0 |-z £
Minneapolis l -2 +2 -4 I +5 -1 -3
Kansas City -1 -6 -16 -5 0 -16
Dallas +3 -1 +3 +3 -1 +11
San Francisco l -5 t -5 -5 | -6 -1 -9
1 |-
U. S. Total | -- 3 | -1 -3 I =k -1 -5
{ d ;

n.a. - Not available.
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