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RETAIL RJRIHTURE REPORT FOR JULY 1957 

Instalment accounts outstanding at f u r n i t u r e s to res a t the end 
of July were down s l i g h t l y fr^m the end of the preceding month, and con-
t inued 5 per cent below the l e v e l of a year ago. The r a t i o of instalment 
co l l ec t ions to f i r s t -o f -mon th balances was 13 per cen t , 1 point above both 
a month ago and a year ago. 

Tota l sa les of repor t ing f u r n i t u r e s to res were down 1 per cent 
from June to July . The monthly decl ine r e f l e c t e d decreases i n instalment 
sa les o f f s e t i n par t by increases i n cash and charge-account s a l e s . To ta l 
sa les were p r a c t i c a l l y unchanged from a year ago, but f o r the f i r s t seven 
months of this year were L oer cent l e s s than i n the corresponding period 
of 1956. * 

Furni ture Store S t a t i s t i c s fo r July 1957 

Percentage < shan^e from: 
Jan . - Ju ly 195b 

Item Month Year " to 
ago ago Jan , - Ju ly 1957 

Net sa les during month 
Tota l - 1 0 -U 
Cash + 5 +1 - 1 
Instalment -2 +1 -3 
Charge account +h -2 -U ; 

Accounts rece ivab le , a t end of month 
Tota l - 1 - 5 
Instalment - 1 - 5 
Charge account - 3 - 3 XXX 

July June 
1957 1957 1956 

Col lect ion r a t i o s on instalment accounts 1 / 13 12 12 

1 / Col lect ions during month as percentage of accounts outstanding a t 
beginning of month. 
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RETAIL FURNITURE STOKES - JULY 1957 
Sales "by Type of Transaction 

(Percentage changes) 

Ins ta lment Charge-account 
Federal Total n e t sa les Cash i sa les s a l e s sa les 
Reserve Month Year Month Year Month Year Month Year 
D i s t r i c t ago ago ago ago ago ago ago ago 

Boston + 2 -10 1 " - 6 -18 + 6 - 6 - 3 -15 
New York + 1 + 4 + 8 + 5 - 1 + 3 + 4 + 5 
Phi ladelphia -11 + 4 - 9 0 -13 + 9 - 6 - 5 
Cleveland - 4 - 2 + 4 - 6 - 6 0 +19 -16 
Richmond + 1 + 4 +15 +15 - 4 + 3 +13 + 5 
At lan ta - 4 - 2 + 6 +12 - 5 - 3 -10 + 1 
Chicago + 2 - 2 / - 1 - 7 - 1 0 +20 - 2 
S t . Louis + 1 0 0 + 6 + 1 - 2 +10 +13 
Minneapolis - 4 + 5 + 7 +18 - 4 + 1 - 8 +16 
Kansas City + 3 - 2 + 7 - 3 + 4 - 5 - 2 + 3 
Dal las ' + 7 +13 +19 +16 + 6 +15 + 7 + 5 
San Francisco - 3 - 6 + 8 - 8 - 2 - 4 - 9 -11 

U. S. Total - 1 0 + 5 + 1 
I 

- 2 + 1 + 4 - 2 

Cumulative Sales by Type of Transact ion, and 
Instalment Accounts Receivable 

(Percentage changes) 

Ins ta lment 
Federal Cumulative s a l e s , Jan . - J u l y , r ece ivab les , 
Reserve change from 1956 to 1957 end of month 
D i s t r i c t Tota l Cash I n s t a l - Charge- Month Year 

ment account ago ago 

Boston - 8 -5 - 8 - 7 - 1 - 3 
New York - 2 - 1 - 2 - 2 0 + 5 
Phi ladelphia - 1 0 0 - 4 -2 - 4 
Cleveland - 9 -6 - 9 - 1 - 1 - 2 
Richmond - 3 - 1 - 1 -12 - 1 - 5 
At lanta - 1 +8 - 2 - 3 - 1 0 
Chicago - 2 +2 * 3 - 2 0 - 2 
S t . Louis - 4 - 1 - 4 - 6 0 + 2 
Minneapolis - 2 >2 - 4 + 4 - 1 - 3 
Kansas City -11 -7 -15 - 6 - 1 -18 
Dal las + 4 - 1 + 5 + 2 +1 +13 
San Francisco - 5 - 5 - 4 - 7 0 0 

U. S. Tota l 
. 1 

- 4 - 1 - 3 
- 4 

- 5 
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