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RETAIL FURNITURL REPORT POR MAY 1957 

Instalment accounts outstending a t f u rn i t u r e s t j r e s a t the 
end of May were p r a c t i c a l l y unchanged from the preceding iv.onth, and 
continued 5 per cent below a year ago. Col lect ions i n May on i n s t a l -
ment accounts outstanding a t the f i r s t of the nwnth amounted to 13 
per cen t , 1 point above both a month e a r l i e r and a year e a r l i e r . 

Both cash and c r e d i t sa les of repor t ing s to re s increased 
from Apri l to May; cash sa les were up near ly o n e - f i f t h , and c r e d i t 
s a l e s , about one-s ix th . Tota l sa les continued below a year ago, 
howevpr, and fo r the f i r s t f i v e months of t h i s year were k per cent 
l e s s than i n the corresponding period of 1956. The volume of cash 
s a l e s , January through May, showed no change from a year ago, but 
c r e d i t sa les continued to dec l ine . 

Furni ture Store S t a t i s t i c s f o r May 1957 

Percentage change from: 
Tt Jan. -May 19i/> 

Month Year to 
arro ago Jan.-May 1957 

Net sa les during month 
Tota l +15 -2 -k 
Cash •19 • 3 0 
Instalment • +16 -2 -h 
Charge account •15 -5 - 3 

Accounts rece ivab le , a t end of month 
Tota l 0 -k 
Instalment 0 - 5 
Charge account • 1 ! - 3 

May Apr. May 
1957 1957 1956 

Col lec t ion r a t i o s on instalment 
accounts 1 / 13 JU 12 

1 / Col lect ions during month as percentage of accounts outstanding 
at beginning of month. 
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EE TAIL FCEMITUEE STORES - MAY 1957 
Seles by Type of Transaction 

(Percentage changeu) 

Instalment Charge-account 
Federal Total n e t s a l e s Cash sa l e s s a l e s salt JS 
Reserve Month Year Month Year Month Year Month Year 
D i s t r i c t ago ago ago ago ago ano ago ago 

Boston +25 - 4 +27 + 6 +22 - 9 +30 0 
Nev York + 7 / + 5 + 4 + 5 + 8 + 5 + 2 - 1 2 
Philadelphia. +16 + 1 +16 + 2 +20 + 3 + 8 - 2 
Cleveland +12 - 1 1 . +19 - 5 +10 - 1 3 +33 | | + 5 
Richmond +27 - 1 +38 + 2 +27 + 2 +22 - 1 2 
Atlanta +20 - 1 +23 + e +21 - 1 - 1 - 1 1 
Chicago +19 + 4 +43 +23 +14 0 +14 - 3 
S t . Louis ^ + 3 - 1 1 + r - 5 + 1 - 1 0 + 7 - 1 5 
Minneapolis + 9 - 8 + 7 - 1 2 + 8 - 9 +13 - 1 
Kansas City + 7 - 1 2 +10 - 1 4 + 5 - 1 8 + 8 j 0 
Dallas + l 6 0 + 7 - 1 1 +18 + 3 +13 | - 1 
San. Francisco +17 - 1 +16 - 3 +18 - 1 +16 - 2 

U. S. Total +15 
1 

"2 1 +19 + 3 +16 - 2 + 1 5 ! 
- .. 1 

- 5 

Cumulative Sales "by Type of Transact ion, and 
Insta lment Accounts Receivable 

(Percentage changes) 

Instalment 
Federal Cumulative sed.es, Jan.-May,. r ece ivab les , 
Reserve change from 1956 to 1957 end of month 
D i s t r i c t Total Cash I n s t a l - Charge- Month Year 

ment account ago a«o 

Boston - 4 + 1 - 8 0 0 - 4 
New York - 3 - 1 - 3 - 3 - 1 + 2 
Phi lade lphia 0 + 1 0 - 1 0 - 1 
Cleveland - 9 - 5 - 1 0 + 3 - 1 - 1 
Richmond - 4 - 4 - 1 - 1 3 0 - 4 
Atlanta - 1 +9 - 1 - 3 + 1 + 1 
Chicago - 1 +7 - 3 + 1 0 - 1 
S t . Louis - 4 - 2 - 4 - 7 0 - 2 
Minneapolis - 5 - 1 - 6 + 1 +5 + 3 
Kansas City - 1 1 - 5 - 1 6 - 7 - 2 - 2 2 
Dallas + 2 - 4 + 3 + 2 +2 +12 
San Francisco - 5 "3 - 4 - 7 - 1 - 5 

U. 8 . Total - 4 0 - 4 - 3 0 - 5 
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