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G.16 ibvember 3, 1956.

RLTAIL FURNITURL RZFGRT FOR SEPTLIBER 1956

Instalment accounts outstending at furniture stores at the
end of September were unchanged from the level of the preceding moith
and a year earlier. Instalment collections amounted to 11 per cent of
first-of-month balances, 1 point less than both 2 month ago and 2 year
ago.

Total sales of reporting furniture stores declined 9 per ceat
from August to September, reflecting mnderate decrezses for each type of
transaction. Sales for the first nine months of 1956 were 2 per cent
above the corresponding period of 1955, . .

The retail value of furniture store inventories increzsed S
per cent during September, and continued slightly higher than a yeor
earlier. it the September rate of sales, stocks on hand amounted to
about L months' supply. ’

Furniture Store Statistics for September 1556

Percentage change from:
Jan.=Septe 1505
Ttem Honth Year to
ago 2go Jan.-Sent. 1956
Net seles during month
Totel -9 -5 2
Cash -9 -5 1
Instalrent -8 -5 +1
Charge account -12 -2 +5
Lccounts receivable, at end of month
Total +1 +1 XX
Instalment 0 0 XXX
Charge accourt 2 N < xxZx
Inventories, end of month, at retail
value +5 +3 pres
Sept. tua, : Seot.
1956 1956 | 1755
Collection ratios on instalment accountsl/ 11 12 l . 12

y Collections during month as percentage of accounts outstanding at
beginning of month, . .
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BETAIL FURJITUR: OJTCRZS - SEFTITIIR 1956

Sales by Type of Transaction
 “ercentage chanzes)

Total net sales| Cask sales Instaluent Charge-account

gederal’ sales sales
D; ::g:t Month Year | Loath'| Year f[Lionth | Yecr 1onth | Year
ago . agd 820 agd ago ago 3ge &3
Boston -1 -15 -8 -2l =18 =15 -10 -2
ilew York + | el -13 P+ 5 -15 0 -2
Philzdelohia +5 -3 -12 -1 |+ -2 0 -3
Cleveland =11 -4 -7 -k <12 -k -1 -0
Richmond.- -13 -L{ s -3 ) -1 -3 -18 -5
atlanta -16 -1 -16 + 5 -16 -1 -25 =22
Ckicago -11 -1 -12 + 1 -10 -7 -16 +27
St. louis -19 -91 -117 211 | -17 ¢ -6 -2l -13
. Minneapolis -25 -1l -23 -13 =26 -1l -22 -13
Kansas City -1k -10 -19 § -& -1 -13 -17 - b
Dalles - -13 -1 -16 -1 | -13 -2 =12 + 1
San Francises -7 Q -1 ~ bk -k .2 -1k -5
U. S. Total -9 -5§ -9 -51-8 -5 -12 -2

Cwmlative Szles oy Tyse of Trznsnction, Instalment
Accounts Receivable, and Inventories
. (Percentage chianges)

. Cumulztive sales, Jan.-Sent, Instalment Inventories
Federal change from 1955 to 1956 feceivables, | erd of month,
Heserve . ‘| end of month |at retail vclue
Listrict j . “Instal-|Charge- | Nouth | Year |.jomth | Yeer
Total | Cash ment faccount |- ago 2go | ngo ago
Boston -2 -6 -1 -2 -1 ) -6} *2 + 6
New York i -1 -5 +7 -1 =12 +3 0
Philadelphia 2 0 . *1 -7 *2 -1 +3 + 3
Cleveland 7 +5 +7 + 3 o] =13 -5 + 1
Richmond +6 +1 +l +1 -1 + 2 gan + 17
Atlanta - 2 +h +2 -8 (o] + 35 +8 + 3
Chicago +*2 + 2.+ 0 +11 -1 + b +8 + 6
St. Louis +1 -l +1 + L -1 + 61 +8 ¢}
Minne zpolis ol -1 +2 +16 0 -1 L -3
Kansas City -6 -7 -5 v 2 -2 -13 +l -13
Dallas 2 +6 o] + 6 -1 + 1 +h +
San Francigsco +*6 +6 +6 + 5 [} +12 +3 +10
Ue S, Total 2 +1 +1 +5 (o} 0 +5 + 3

Digitized for FRASER
http:/fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis





