
BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF TH£ EEPLRAL RESERVE SYSTEM 

G.16 Ifcvember 3, 1956. 

RETAIL PUR JIT URL R3.F03' 50 R SEPTENBER 1956 

Instalment accounts outstanding a t f u r n i t u r e s to res a t the 
end of September were unchanged from the l e v e l of the preceding month 
and a year e a r l i e r . Instalment co l l ec t ions amounted to 11 per cent of 
f i r s t -o f -month balances, 1 point l e s s than both a month ago and a year 
ago. 

Tota l sa les of repor t ing f u r n i t u r e s to res declined 9 per cent 
from August to September, r e f l e c t i n g moderate decreases for each type of 
t r ansac t ion^ Sales fo r the f i r s t nine months of 1956 were 2 per cent 
above the corresponding period of 1955. 

The r e t a i l value of f u r n i t u r e s to re inven tor ies increased 5 
per cent during September, and continued s l i g h t l y higher than a year 
e a r l i e r . At the September r a t e of s a l e s , stocks on hand amounted to 
about h months' supply. 

Furniture Store S t a t i s t i c s f o r September 1956 

Percentage change from: 
1 Jan.-Septo 19>> Item Month Year to 

ago ago Jan. -Sept . 19 :%> 

Net s? les during month 
To t s l - 9 - 5 •>2 

Cash - 9 - 5 *1 
Instalment - 8 - 5 >1 
Charge account -12 -2 + 5 

Accounts r ece ivab le , a t end of month 
Total + 1 »1 
Instalment 0 0 
Charge account •+ 2 I V XXX 

Inven tor ies , end of month, a t r e t a i l 
value + 5 

* 3 

1 
Sept. wig. i Sept. 
19.56- 1956 j 1955 

Col lec t ion r a t i o s on ins ta lment accounts!/ 11 12 1 12 

- ' C o l l e c t i o n s during month as percentage of accounts outstanding a t 
beginning of month. 
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Sales by Type of Transaction 
(Percentage changes) 

Federal 
Reserve 
D i s t r i c t 

Tota l ne t .sales Cash sa l e s Instalment 
s a l e s 

Charge-account 
sa les Federal 

Reserve 
D i s t r i c t Month 

ago 
Year 

ago 
Kb nth'. 

ago 
Year 

ago 
l b nth 

ago 
Yecr 

a io 
Ibnth 

age 
Year 

-go 

Boston -Hi -15 - 8 -2 It -13 -15 -10 - ? 
Hew York + it - l i t it -13 + 5 -15 0 - 2 
Phi ladelphia + 5 - 3 -12 -ID *11 - 2 0 - 3 
Cleveland -11 - L - 7 - It -12 - It - 1 - It 
Richirund. -13 - U -15 - 3 -11 - 3 -18 - 5 
Atlanta -16 - 1 -16 + 5 -16 - 1 -25 -22 
Chicago -11 - 1 -12 + 1 -10 - 7 : -16 +27 
S t . Louis -19 - 9 -17 - r l l -17 - 6 > -2k -13 
Minneapolis -25 - l i t -23 -13 -26 - l i t j ; -22 -13 
Kansas City - l i t -10 -19 - U - 1 1 -13 : -17 - it 
Dallas -13 - 1 -16 - 1 -13 - 2 1 -12 • 1 
San Francisco - 7 0 - 7 * It - it 2 j i - l i t - 6 

U. S. Total - 9 - 5 - 9 - 5 - 8 
- = ! 1 -12 - 2 

Cumulative Sales by Type of Transact ion, Instalment 
Accounts Receivable, and Inventor ies 

. (Percentage changes) 

Federal 
1 Cumulative s a l e s , Jan . - S e n t . Instalment Inventor ies 

Federal f change from 1955 to 1956 r ece ivab les , end of month, 
Reserve end of month a t r e t a i l vcluc 
D i s t r i c t I n s t a l - Charge- Month Year Month Year 

Tota l Cash ment account ago tgo igo ago 

Boston -2 - 6 - 1 - 2 - 1 - 6 + 2 • 6 
Mew York -it - 1 - 5 7 - 1 -12 • 3 0 
Phi ladelphia *2 0 : 1 - 7 *2 - 1 + 3 + 3 
Cleveland + 7 +5 + 7 • 3 0 -13 + 5 + 1 
Richmond + 6 + 1 + U • l i t - 1 + 2 '-U + 7 
Atlanta •2 *h + 2 - 8 0 + 5 + 9 + 3 
Chicago + 2 •2 0 +11 - 1 * it + 8 + 6 
S t . Louis + 1 - u - 1 • it - 1 + 6 +8 0 
Minneapolis • u - 1 + 2 +16 0 - 1 •it - 3 
Kansas Ci ty -6 -7 -9 + 2 -2 -13 +lt -13 
Dal las +2 • o 0 + 6 - 1 + 1 +it + It 
San Francisco +6 >6 J-6 + 5 0 i +12 + 3 + 10 

U. S . To ta l +2 +1 +1 + 5 0 0 + 5 + 3 
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