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FETAIL FURNITURE REPORT FOR MARCH 1956

Instelment accounts cutstanding at furniture stores declined 2 per
cent during March, when scme decline 1s usual. Balances at the emnd of the
month, however, vere T per cent above a year earlier. The instelment collec-
tion ra.tio, eatimted at 12 per cent, was 1 point ebove the preceding mor.th
and 1 point below March of last year.

Sales at reporting furniture stores in March were 5 per cent above
the preceding month reﬂecﬁng a larger volume of instalment sales. Cach
sales were d from February, while charge-account sales were down 2
per cent. For the first three months of this year sales of all types were
ebove the corresponding period of 1955--instalment sales by 6 per cent,
charge-account seles by 7 per cent, and cash sales by 2 per cent.

The retail value of furniture store inventories rose 5 per cent
during March, and at the end of the month was 6 per cent above a year earlier.
At the March'rate of sales, stocks on hend amounted to about & 5 momths' :

supply. -

Furniture Store Statistics for March 1956

Percentage change from:
Item Month | Year Jan--Mat:'. 1955
| ®8° | %8° |Jen.-Mer. 1956
Net sales during month
Total +5 +3 +6
Cash (] +1 +2
Instalment +8 +1 +6
Charge account -2 +4 +7
Accounts receivable, at end of month
Total -2 +8 xxx
Instalment -2 +7 xxx
Charge account -3 +13 XXX
Inventories, end of month, at retail value +5 +6 xxXx
Mar. | Feb. Mar.
1956 | 1956 1955
Collection ratios on instelment accomnts 1/ 12 n 13

y Collections during month as percentage of accounts outstanding at
begirning of month. .
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EETAIL FURNITURE STORES - MARCH 1956
- . Sales by Type of Transaction
(Percentage changes)

Federal ‘Total net sales| Cesh sales Ine::her.:nt Charg:;i::ount
g:::;v:t Mcnth Year | Month Yeer | Month | Year | Month | Year

ago ego _ago ago 8go ago ago | ago
Roston -13 -10 -18 -12 -8 -3 -21 | =20
New York + 7 -10 -1 -10 +9 -10 -7 + -10
Philadelphia +8 +3 -8 -5 +15 + 14 +2 0 +7
Cleveland + b +5 -11 +19 +6 + 4 +9 1+ +9
Richmord +13 +15 +5 +10 +1h +13 +13 . +24
Atlanta +5 +9 + b +15 +6 +9 -7 ¢ -8
Chicago +5 +5 +9 + 3 +9 +3 -17 - =12
St. Louis +13 +8 +11 +11 +12 +.8 +17 +6
Mirneapolis +2 -2 -2 -16 +h | -2 -5 +11
Kensas City -3 -9 -12 -15 +4 -9 -11 -6
Dallas +3 0 -k + b4 +9 -1 -8 -1
Sen Francisco +8 +9 +5 [} +7 +9 +11 | +11
U. S. Total L+5 +3 0| +1 +8 + b4 -2 1+ b

| i ;

Cumulative sales by Type of Transaction, Inetalment
Accounts Receivable, and Inventories

- ) (Percentage changes)
Instalment Inventories
Federal Cumuilative sales, Jan.-Mar.,| roceivables, | emd of month,
Reserve change from 1955 to 1956 end of month at retail value
District Instal-|Charge-| Month | Year | Month | Year
Total| Cash | pont |account| ego | ago ago ago
|
Bosten -1 - b + 3 -10 -1 + 4 +1 +5
New York -1 -2 -1 + 1 -2 -8 +1 + 4
Philadelphia +10 +5 +10 +12 -2 +5 +4 +3
leveland +9 +8 +9 -3 -2 +13 + 8 + 7
Richmond +13 + 4 +12 +20 -2 +10 +17 +6
Atlanta + 6 +4 + 6 -2 -2 +15 +14 +3
Chicago + 7 +5 +6 +15 -2 +10 +5 +7
St. Louis +3 -2 +5 +1 -2 +12 + 4 + 7 -
Minneapolis +8 -3 + 4 +39 -2 + 6 + 4 +1
Kansas City (o] -5 -2 +5 -3 -4 0 -6
Dallas +3 +9 0 +.7 -2 +12 + 4 +6
San Francisco +10 +6 | +11 +10 0 +19 +3 . +lb
J. S. Total +6 | +2 +6 +7 | -2 +7 +5 +6
| | |
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