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, »+RETAIL FURNITURE REPCRT FCR DECZIBER 1955

- rm.vhim accounts outstanding at fumiture stores in—
u‘easad further during December. lionth-end balances were 5 per cent
above the level of a month ago and 7 per cent about a year ago. The
instalment collection ratio, estimated at 11 per cent, was 1 point -
below both a month ago and a year ago.

. Instalment sales volume in December was 22 per cent above
November, while cash and charge-account sales were higher by 38 rer
cent ‘and 13 per cent, respectively. All types continued above a
year ago. Total sales for all of 1955 at reporting stores were 9
Ter cent above 195L. This reflected increases of 10 per cent in in-
stalment sales, 12 per cent in-charge-account sales, and 6 per cent
in cash sales, .

The retail value of furniture store inventories declined
6 per cent during December, but at the end of the month was 7 per
cent above a year earlier, At the Decerber rate of sales, stocks
on hand amounted to an estimated 3 months' suprly.

Furniture Store Statistics for December 1955-

rerceniage cuanje frcm:A
Ttem “Honth | Year "’“"‘s‘zz' T95%
280 | 829 |yan.-Dec. 1955
Net sales during month
Total . +22.4 +6 +9 3
Cash’ : ) +38 | +1 +6
Instalment . . + 22 +8 +10
Charge account ' . +13 +7- +12
Accounts receivable, at end of n'onth.
Total X + 5 +9 . XXX
. Instalment - -7 ’ + 5 +7: XX
Charge . account ‘ + 5 +13 . XX
Inventories, énd of month, at retail value j - 6 | +7. - xxx
Dece. Nov. Pec.
1655 | 1955 195k
Gollection ratios on instalrent accounts b .11 212 -12- -

1T/ Collections during MOREh as Fercentage of accounts outstanding at,
beginning of month.
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RETAIL FIRNITURE STCRES - DECEBER 1955 _
Sales by Type of Transaction
(Percentage chenges

Federal Total net sales Cash sales TnEE:B:nt Charg:a::ount
%::g—xvzt Tonth | Year fonth Year | don Year | Nonth | Year
950 g0 i ﬂ ago ago agg__ ago ago
Boston +16 +12 +39 +7 +7 | 41 +33 +18
New York +7 e+ 1 -3 =10 42 [ -1 +3 +20
Philadelphia 425 +7 +35 0 +25 | +9 +19 +5
Cleveland +27 +11 +86 +10 2L | 42 +1 0
Richmond +27 +9 +56 +12 -+30 | +10 + 3 +2
Atlanta +2 - +8 +65 +12 H1 | +7 +13 +27
Chicago +19 +1 +33 -5 20 | +7 -L +3
St. Louis +27 +15 +0 +3 426 | 419 +8 -5
Minneapolis +16 + 2 +38 -8 7 0 -2 +22
Kansas City +18 -5 +43 -12 +9 | ~L +2l -3
Dallas +37 +3 59 +8 +38 | +1 +31 +8
San Francisco +20 +8 +5 +12 +10 +13 +26 o]
Ue So Total +22 . +6 +38 +1 +22 +8 +13 +7

Cumulative sales by Type of Transaction, Instalment
Accounts Receivable, and Inventories

(Percentage changes )
Cumilative salés, Jan.-Dec. Instaluent [ Inventories
..~ Federal , 2 ? | receivables, | end of month,
Reserve ~ change from 1954 to 1955 end of month Jat retail value
District Total | Casn |IMStal-|Charge-| lionth | Year | Lonth | Year r
ment laccount]| azo ago ago ago
Boston +5 +5 +3 + 11 + 1 +2 -3 +8
New York +1 -1 0 +13 +5 -10 -8 [+12
Philadelphia +7 0 +9 + 6 +L [+6 | -6 +3
Cleveland +11 +2 +12 + 1 +8 | 410 | -11 +5
Richmond +13 +19 +12 + 12 +1 +9 ~10 +9
Atlanta +11 13 +11 | +16 +7 416 | -12 -3
Chicago +11 +9 +11 + 18 + 5 +11 ~6 +1
" St, Louis +8 +2 +8 | +12 +5 | #13 | -7 +6
Minneapolis +6 |-=3 +5 | +22 +5 |40 | -5 +9
Kansas City +1 -8 +h + 2 +1 | -2 | =7 +9
Dallas +15 +8 #8 | +11 +6 | #5 | -5 | 410
San Francisco 1k 1l 420 [+ 6 +h | +20 0 +15
U, S, Total +9 +6 410 | +12 +5 [ +7 | =6 +17
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