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RoTAIL FURNITURe k-PORT FOR aUGUST 1955

Instalment accounts outstanding at furniture stores in-
creased 2 per cent during August, and at the end cf the month were
S per cent above a year earlier. The August collection ratio, es-
timated at 13 per cent, was 1 point above both a month ago and a

ycar ago.

Sales of all types increased from July to August, when
some increase is usuzl, and continued well above a year ago. In-
stalment sales during the first eight months of 1955 were 11 per
cent above the corresponding period of last year, -charge-account
sales were up 12 per cent, and cash sales were up 6 per cent.

The retail value of furniture store inventories increased
1 per cent during August, and at the end of the menth was 3 per
cent zbove a Year ago. At the August rate of sales, stocks on
hand amounted to about a L month's supply.

Furniture Store Statistics for August 1955

. Percentage change from:
Ttem : Month | Year [I2n--Aug. 1554
o p
28 “8% | Jan.-aug. 1955
Net sales during month
Total +8 +1l +9
Cash +9 +13 +6
Instalment + 7 +15 +11
Charge iccount +12 +17 +12
hccounts receivable, at end of month .
Total + L +9 | XXX
Instalment +2 +6 XXX -
Charge account +9 +15 XXX
Inventories, end of month, at retail value +1 +3 XXX
Aug. Jdy Auge
1955 | 1955 1954
Collection ratios on instalment accounts _Z_L/ ' 13 12 12
1/ Collections during month as percentage of ts outstanding at

beginning of month.
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RETAIL FURNITURE STCRES - AUGUST 1955
T Sales by Type of Transaction
(Percentage changes)

. Instzlment |Charge-account
Federal Total net sales Cash sales sales sales
gis:ﬂ_'e t ¥onth | Year Month | Year | konth | Year | konth | Year
ikiakind _ago | ago | ago | ago| ago | ago| apo | ago
I

Boston +10 -1 =13 -k 417 -1 ¥2 | +2

New York +12 +3 +10 +5 416 +1 +1 | +6

rhiladelphia + 7 +11 +5 +7 +2 | +11 +21 | +16

Cleveland +8 +16 -8 +2 +10 +17 +6 | +13
Richmond +8 +19 +9 431 +5 +18 1 ' 419 :
Atlanta +10 +22 | - 413 46 | +9 +22 +19 ;45 {
Chicago +5 +16 +9 +19 +1 1l +13 | +20 K
St. Louis + 7 415 +10 +9 +1 +11 +29 | 439 H

Linneapolis +17 +10 +21 411 | 416 +5 | +19 i 436

Kansas City +6 +6 +34 +9 -2 +8 +9 | -3
~ Dalles +6 +2l +17 +28 +8 +29 0 | +38 3
San Francisco +8 +21 +12 419 | +5 425 | #12 i 415

_Us So Total + 8 +1l +9 +13 + 7 +15 +12 +17

Cumulative Sales by Type of Transaction, Instalment 2
Accounts keceivable, and Inventories i
(Percentage changes) ;

- R - talment Inventories
Federal Cum:lap:v:rsaligghdta‘n.;;;g., receivables, | end of month, !
Reserve chang om 15 ° end of month |at retail value
District | potal | casp |Instal-|Charge-| Honth | Year | ionth | Year
ment _|account| ago ago ago azo
Boston + Ul + b +1 +11 +2 -1 +2 +1
New York -2 +2 ] +13 -2 -11 +3 ~3 3
rhiladelphia + 6 -1 +9 + -1 + 6 + L 0 %
Cleveland +9 +1 +9 +16 +2 +2 +3 +2 p
Richmond +12 +21 +11 +12 +6 +11 | -3 + 7
Atlanta +12 +11 +12 +13 +3 216 | +1 -3 L
Chicago +12 +10 +11 +19 +1 +8 0 -1
St. Louis +9 +3 +8 +16 +2 +7| +5 +12 k1
kinneapolis - +7 -3 +8 +15 0 411 | +6 ; +12 H
Kansas City +2 -3 +5 +3 +1 -2 + L, +3 4
Dallas +1¢ +11 +23 +13 +3 430 | =3 | +9 i
San Franeisco +15 413 +19 +8 0 +13 -1, +3 2
U, S. Total +9 + 6 +11 +12 + 2 + 6 +1 | +3
]
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