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RETAIL FURNITURE REPCRT FCR CCTCBER 195L

Instalment accounts outstanding at furniture stores
increased slightly during October and at the end of the month were
1 per cent above the preceding month-end. Compared with a year
earlier, however, they were down 1 per cent. The instalment col-
lection ratio, estimated at 12 per cent, was the same as both a
month ago and a year ago.

Sales of all types at furniture stores increased from
September to October -~ instalment sales by 13 per cent, charge-
account sales by L per cent, and cash sales by 11 per cent. Cash
and instalment sales, however, continued below a year ago, while
charge-account sales were up slightly compared with last year.

The retail value of inventories increased 3 per cent
during the month, but at the month-end was 7 per cent below a year
ago. At the October rate of sales, stocks on hand amounted to
about a L months! supply.

Furniture Store Statistics for October 195h

. Percentage change from:
Tten, , Yonth | Year |Pon+~0cte 1953
: ' g0 320 |jan,-Oct. 195k
Net sales during month . .
Total - .. ) T2 -5 ~8
Cash L +11 -9 -8
Instalment : 1 413 ~ b -9
Charge account . +.1 +1 -2
Accounts receivable, at end of month
Total . . ) . +1 0. X
Instalment . +1 -1 ploled
Charge account : +1 +2 b d
Inventories, end of month, at retail value 1+ 3 -7 KX
"~ Oct. Sept. Oct.
‘ 195h | 195L 1953
Collection ratios oh instalment accounts pYs 12 12 12

y Collections durinz month as percentage of accounts cutstanding at
beginning of month,
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RETATL FORNITURE STCRES - CCTOBER 125k
Sales by Type of Transaction
(Percentage changas)

Federal Total net sales | Cash szles m.»ta}ment Cherge-accourt
Reserve . _ i sales sales
District Month Year | Uontn | Year | .onth | Year Honth | Year
ago “ago 2g0 ago 220 ago ago ago,
Boston vos |43 | +8 | 12| w1 | +1] 41 @ 418
Yew York +15 -25 +1h =21 +16 -31 ~12 -7
Philadelphia +8 -9 +22 - b+ 7 -9 +3 ., -1
Cleveland + 9 -9 -3 =17 +11 -8 11 -9
Richmond +15 -5 +21 -12 +19 -2 o -1l
Atlanta +22 +7 +1iy +10 +2L +7 +2 | +7
Chicago +9 -2 +1 -1 +9 -1 | 2o +15
St. Louis +12 +2 +12 +16 +12 o] +9 o}
Vinneapolis -9 o} +1 #h | -6 o} =27 | =-12
Xansas City +2C + 9 +23 + % +20 -1 +20 +32
Dallas T+ ol +1L -5 +13 + 2 ] -8
San Francisco +35 -2 +11 - L +3 +1 +7 -5
Ue S. Total| 412 -5 +11 P 9| +13 -L | +L l +1
1
Curmlative Sales by Type of Transaction, Irstalrent
Accounts Receivable, and Inventories :
— (Percentaze chanzes) i
: . Instalnent Inventories
P Federal Cuy‘r:n}xllatlv; sal‘ii‘g;i’“;ggﬁ" receivables, | end ol month,
Reserve ange from L35 1O 172 end of month [at retail value
District Total | Cash Thotsl-|Charge-| Month | Year | bonth | Year
ment account 370 ago ago ago
Boston -6 -7 -9 3 +2 neae| -2 -9 4
New York -18 -16 |° -21 + 3 ] =1C -3 -18 #
Philadelvhia -13 =1L -15 -3 +1 - +1 -12 3
Cleveland -13 -8 -16 -2 z -3 +6°| -5 <
Richmond -5 -=-8 -5 -3 +2 ol +3 -1
Atlanta -2 +1 -3 +2 +2 nea.| +3 -8 ]
Chicago -7 -5 -2 + 3 +1 -1 +9 2 i
St. Louis -1 +1 -2 +1 +1 +L | +7 +3 1
Minneapolis -2 c -1 -8 +1 ol -8 + 2 &
Kansas City -7 -3 -13 +3 +2 =22 o] -6
Dallas ’ -6 -1h -2 -9 -1 +1 -1 -9
San Francisco | =6 -8 -3 -4 o} -1 +6 -9
U, S. Total| =8 -3 -9 -2 +1 -1] +3 -7 1

Nn.ae--Not available. 3
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