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- Instalment accounts outstanding at furniture stores
* continued to decline during iiarch. Balances outstanding at
the end of the month were 2 per cent below both a month ago P

and a year ago. The iiarch instalment collection ratio, 13
per cent, was 2 points above the preceding month and 1 point
atove a year earlier, .

Sales of all types increased in March--instalment
sales by 11 per cent and charge-account and cash sales each
by 8 per cent. All types, however, continued below a year
ago. For the first three months of this year, instalment
sales were down 13 per cent from the corresponding period of
last year, cherge-account sales 5 per cent, and cash sales
9 per cent.

The retail value of furniture store invertories
increased 5 per cent during iarch, bu% at the month-end was
6 per cent below a year agc. At tre jlarch rate of sales,
stocks on hand amounted to about a 5 months' supply.

Furniture Store Statistics for March 1954

Percentage change from:
Jan.-iar. 1953

Item - lonth | Year to
ago 38° | san.—par. 195k
Net sales during month
Total +9 -10 -1
Cash +8 -5 -9
Instalment . +11 ~12 -13
Charge account . + 8 -1 -5
Accounts receivable, at end of month _
Total -2 - XXX
Instalment -2 -2 XXX
Charge account -1 -8 00X
Inventories, end of month, at retail value| + 5 -6 KKAX
Hare Feb. Mar.
195k | 195u 1953
Collection ‘ratios on instalment accounts 1./ 13 1 12

1./ Collections during month as percentage of accounts outstanding
at beginning of month. :
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Sales by Type of Transaction
(xercentage chanses)
B Qo D
Feder I Total net saled Cash sales Ins::%z:nt‘ jcha s;aizzount
- ;esa + Tionth | Year | ;onth | Year | Lonth | Year | Lonth | Year
~ Liserict _ago 2go | agoe ago | 2go ago , ago ! ago
Eoston -5 | -1 +9 -1 | -5 -12 -11 . -12
. e York +16 -10 +17 - b +22 -1k +23 0 438
Philadelphia 7 -11 -8 =11 +5 -15 +7 =2
Cleveland + 7 -19 + 2 -10 41l -19 +23 +5
”*PH"urd + L -7 +3 +8 +11 -2 + Ly -12
+9 -4 +5 o] + 9 -L -8 |+ b
+14 -9 +11 0 +18 -10 0 -12
+8 | -10 +1 | -5 | 413 <15 | +7 ~4
42 | -3 +8 | +5 | 4L 0.] +35 ' -12
+ 7 -1 +3 -k +3 =24 410 1~ 2
: +12 -1 +25 -13 +1l -9 -3 ~33
San srancisco +9 -12 + 2 -16 + 5 -13 212 - -3
U. S. Total + 9 -10 +8 -5 +11 =12 +8 -1
1
Curulative Sales by Type of Transaction, Instalment
hccounts leceivable, and Inventcries
(Percentace changes) .
s . Instalment Inventories
Curulative sales, Jan. - ilar. N ’
Federal , 4 2. . 4 Feceivables, !end of menth,
Tecerve change from 1953 to 195L end of month |at retail value
nistrict Total | Cash Instal- | Charce-| lonth Year | ionth Year
tora as ment account| ago ago ago ago
Roston -11 -1 -11- -11 -2 NeAo + 6 + 1
tew York ~15 -13 -20 +9 -2 0 0 i =20
Thiladelphia =13 -12 -18 0 -2 - L +5 -3
cleveland -15 -9 =19 -5 -3 -1 + 6 -7
“icimend -10 -8 -9 -10 -2 -2 + 5 -6
-L -L| -3 -5 -2 | N.A. +10 -1
-11 -5) -l -k -2 | =2 + 6 -k
3t. Louis -9 -7 -12 -2 -2 + Ul + 6 -5
Linneapolis -5 -5 -3 -13 -1 +3 o] -6
rannas City -1 - L -2k -6 - L -15 +38 -5
.Tallas -1k ~-12 -11 -z2 =L -3 +9 -5
San Francisco -10 -1 | -13 -7 -2 LA + 6 -2
e S. Total| .=-11 -9 -13 -5 -2 -2 +5 -6
Ne Ae — = Ul available, *





