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RETAIL FURNITURE REPORT FOR AUGUST 1953 

Total sales at furniture stores in August increased 8 
per cent fron the preceding month, but continued below a year 
ago. The increase from a month ago reflected gains of 8 per 
cent in instalment and charge-account sales and 'a per cent in 
cash sales. Compared with August of last year, instalment 
sales were down it per cent, charge-account sales 5 per cent, 
and cash sales 2 per cent. 

Instalment accounts receivable at furniture stores 
again showed practically no change during the month, but on 
August 31 were 8 per cent above the corresponding date last 
year. Collections on these accounts decreased 1 per cent from 
the preceding month. 

The retail value of furr.iture store inventories was 
reduced sligntly during August to a month-end level approximating 
tbat of a year earlier. Stocks on hand amovnted to about a U 
months' supply at the August rate of sales. 

Furniture Store Statistics for August 1953 

Item 

Percentage change from: 

Item 
July 1953 

to 
Aug. 1953 

Aug. 1952 
to 

Aug. 1953 

Net sales 
Total + 8 - 3 
Cash sales + u - 2 
Credit sales: Instalment + 8 - h 

Charge accpunt + 8 , - 5 

Accounts receivable, at end of month 
Total + 1 +12 
Instalment 0 + 8 

Collections during month 
Total - - 2 + 5 
Instalment - 1 + 5 

Inventories, end of month, at retail value - 1 0 
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Sales and Inventories 

Percentage change 

Federal 
Reserve 
District 

Total net sales Cash sales Credit sales 
Inveni 

end of b 

if
 Federal 

Reserve 
District July 

to 
Aug, '53 

Aug. '52 
to 

Aug. '53 

July *53 
to 

Aug.'53 

Aug.'52 
to 

Aug.'53 

July'53 
to 

Aug.'53 

Aug.'52 
to 

Aug.'53 

July'53 
to 

Aug.'53 

Aug.'52 
to 

Aug.'53 

Boston^ +13 - 3 -18 -lit +16 - 2 + 1 + h 
New York + 3 - U +12 + 6 + 1 - 8 + 2 -11 
Philadelphia +23 +10 + 5 - L +25 +11 + 3 + 2 
Cleveland + 8 + U - 6 - 1 +12 + 8 + 2 + U 
Richmond +11 - 6 0 + 5 +13 - 8 + 1 + 3 
Atlanta +10 - 5 + 2 - 6 +11 - 5 + 1 + 3 
Chicago +10 + u- + 2 + 3 +19 + 5 0 + 5 
St. Louis +10 - U + 5 + 3 + 5 - 6 + 2 + U 
Minneapolis +11/ - 6 + 3 - 8 +17 - U 0 - 7 
Kansas City - 2 -19 + 5 - h - h -22 - 1 - 5 
Dallas + 7 -13 + 8 - 6 + 5 -13 - 2 - l 
San Francisco + 3 - 5 + 2 - 7 + 1 - h - 5 + l 

U. S. Total + 8 - 3 + it - 2 + 8 - h - 1 0 

Number of stores 71*7 Ihl 576 576 576 576 522 522 

y ki retail value. 

Accounts Receivable and Collections 

Percental ?e change 

Federal 
Accounts receivable, end of month Collections during month 

Federal Total instalment Total Instalment 
Reserve July '53 Aug. '52 July'53 Aug.'52 July'53 Aug.'52 July'53 Aug.'52 
District to to to to to to to to „ 

Aug. '53 Aug. '53 Aug.'53 Aug.'53 Aug.'53 Aug.'53 Aug.'53 Aug.'53 

Boston + 2 +16 0 +10 + h + 8 + 6 +10 
New York- - 1 +17 ; - 1 +16 - 1 + 3- - 1 + 5 
Philadelphia + 1 +10 0 + 6 - 1 +10 0 + 8 
Cleveland + 1 + 9 0 +18 + 2 - +15 - 2 +12 
Richmond + 1 + 8 • + 1 + 9 + 1 + 6 + h +11 
Atlanta + 1 + 9 • 0 + h + 2 + h + 2 + h 
Chicago + 1 +11 + 1 + 7 - - 1 +10 - 2 + 3 
St. Louis + 2 +11 0 +11 - It + 3 - 8 + 1 
Minneapolis + 1 x +10 + 1 +15 - 3 - 1 + 1 + 7 
Kansas City - 1 +13 - 6 - 6 -10 0 -lit -16 
Dallas 0 + h - 2 * 6 - 5 0 - 1 + 2 
San Francisco + 2 +15 + 1 +11* - li + 2 - 3 + 2 

U.S. Total + 1 +12 0 + 8 - 2 + 5 - 1 + 5 

Number of stores . 648 6U8 215 215 6U8 6U8 215 215 
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