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RETAIL FURNITURE REPORT FOR OCTOBER 1950 

October sales at retail furniture stores fell below the 1arte 
vclune of the two preceding months. instalment sales declined considerably 
following the reinutatenent of instalment crodit controls, but both cash and 
charge-account sales shewed a further expansion during the r.;onth. Total . 
sales continues above year-ago levels. Instalment business was sli.htly 
below the October 1949 volume while cash and charge-account sales exceeded 
these of a year earlier by 21 per cent and 25 per cent, respectively. 

Instalment accounts receivable of furniture stores leveled off in 
October but were still well above those of a year earlier. Collections in-
creased 6 per cent during October but when related to first-of-;:;crith accounts 
receivable gave a collection ratio of 11 per cent, the sane as in the three 
vr ecu Jin,; months. 

Stocks at furniture stores were built up rapidly during October. 
The value of inventory at the end of the month was 12 per cent rreater than 
in September and 30 per cent larger than the stocks on hand a year earlier. 
At the current rate of sale these stocks represent a five ncnthssupply, 
compared with a four months' supply in October 1949. 

Furniture Store Statistics for October 1)50 

Percentare chanpe from:. 
Sept. 1>50 Oct. 1949 

Item to to 
Oct. Iy50 Oct. 1 # 0 

Net sales 
Total -10 + 6 
Cash sales + 6 +21 . 
Credit sales: Inst ilment -17 - 2 

Charge account + 5 ^ +25 

Accounts receivable, at end of month 
Total 0 +26 
Instalment 0 +23 

Collections during month 
Total + 4 +24 
Instalment + 6 +20 

Inventories, end of month, at retail value +12 1 +30 

NOTE.—These firuros are preliminary and subject to revision. 
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RkT,.IL FURNITURE STCR-S - CCIUBLk 

Sales and Inventories 

Percentage- chann 2 

Federal Total r.et sales 1 Cash : sale? Credit salt:s nnd cf :nth 1/ 
Reserve Sept.'50 Oct.'W Sept.'50 Oct.*h9 ;ept.'50 Oct.'L/ "opt.'50 Cct.'u. 
District to to to to to to to to 

Oct. '50 Oct.'50 Oct. '50 Oct.'50 Oct. '50 Oct.'5o!Oct. '5o Oct.'5 

Boston • 1 +21 1 + a- - 2 0 +23 
1 
! + 2 +20 

;>.t York + 10 + 7 +25 +26 + 5 + 1 +10 +25 
rhiliaclphii + 7 +17 + 12 + 6 - 7 +11 . I + 9 +21 
31<" vol -;r.d -17 + 2C 1 + 1 +20 -16 +20 ! +10 +31 
Airhj'.cnd -lo - it - 7 +1-6 -17 - 7 + 11 +25 
/itlanta -2y -23 + 1 - 3 -33 -25 + 10 +23 
- C'-.ic-i, o - 9 +12 + 6 +2; -17 + 5 + 11 +25 
vt. V:.uLs 1 + 7 +10 +22 - 5 + 3 + U +2/ 
ir.r.v | -13 + h +11 -17 • — 1 +11 +25 

Jj ty + 3 7 + c + 1/ - 9 +16 + 10 +35 
-25 -11 + 7 +19 -30 -17 +10 +27 

\uri- Francisco- -13 +16 + 6 +30 -16 +13 +20 + U 

•U. S. Total -10 + 6 + G +21 t -11, j + 3 + 12 +30 

i.u.nber cf stores 111 

I 
763 cod 60-J [ CO:; ! 603 5W 513 

l/Tc i'! tail value. 

accounts Receivable and Collections 

Percentile cnan^c 
;f mcnth Collections during . 

reac-rai 
U l In stain jr. t Total irst\: l'.pnt 

.unserve Cct.'iiy 5ept.'50 Oct.'49 Sept.'50jOct.'Uy Sept.'50|Oct.'hs 
ris^rict to to to to I to tc tc 

Oct. '50 Oct.'50 Oct. '50 Oct.'50 Oct. '50 Oct.'50 Oct. '50 Oct.'50 

L:strn + 3 +29 4 2 +23 + 11 +39 + 9 +29 
r-:v York + 2 +22 + 2 . +23 + 11 +15 +15 +21 
rl'.i ] ~ Jelphia + 1 +2 U + 1 +26 + 2 +21 + l +23 
Cleveland 0 +23 - 1 +23 + 2 +35 - 3 +23 

ci '.nor.d + 2 +22 - 1 +22 + h " +21 - 2 +25 
;.olar.ta - 2 + 19 - 3 + 13 - ] + 11 0 + I 
Chicago' . 0 +27 0 +31 + 5 +28 0 +26 
..v. Louis 0 +26 - 1 +17 + 2 +23 + 1 +21 
. ir.ne ipclis -.1 +23 - 1 +23 + C + 21* + 6 +19 
j- ar.sas City 0 +36 - 5 +25 + 3 +35 - 5 +23 
Lallas - 2 + ld - 2 + 21 - 1 +20 + 1 + 9 
San Francisco 0 +35 - 3 +hi . + h +3L - U +30 

L. S« i otci x 0 +26 0 +23 + h •*2h + 6.- +20 

dumber of stores c>2 6,2 253 2S3, j 692 ; 692 253 253 
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