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- July 7, 1950 

RETAIL FURNITURE REPORT FOR MAY 1 9 # 

Total sales at retail furniture stores increased 13 per cent in 
May and were 7 per cent above those in the corresponding month of 19^9. Credit 
sales rose about one-tenth during the month while cash sales showed a somewhat 
greater increase. The May rate of expansion was similar for both instalment 
and charge-account credit sales. Sales volume was up over the year-period by 
7 per cent for instalment transactions and 9 per cent for charge-account busi-
ness,' but cash sales continued in about the same volume as in the preceding 
year. 

# 

G.16 

Instalment accounts receivable at the end of May .showed little change 
from those of a month earlier but were more than one-fourth greater than on the 
corresponding date last year. Collections on instalment accounts increased 5 
per cent in liay and the ratio of these collections to accounts receivable on 
the first of the month was 10 per cent, the same as in April. At the current 
rate of repayment instalment accounts would be liquidated in about 18 months, 
approximately three months longer than a year earlier. 

Inventories declined slightly in Kay but were 5 per cent larger than 
on the corresponding date of 19U9. Stock on hand on May 31 represented about 
four months supply at the current rate of sale. 

Furniture Store Statistics for May 1950 

Percentage change from: 
195f 

Item 
Apr. 1950 

to 
May 1950 

Net sales 
Total 
Cash sales 
Credit sales$ Instalment 

Charge 

Accounts receivable, at end of month 
Total 
Instalment 

Collections during month 
Total 
Instalment - — 

Inventories, end of month, at retail value 

+13 
+17 
+10 
+ 9 

+ 2 
+ 1 

+ 1* 
+ 5 

- 1 

NOTE.—These figures are preliminary and subject to revision. 
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RETAIL FURNITURE STORES - W 1950* 

Sales and Inventories 

Federal 
Reserve 
District 

Total net sales 

Apr.'50 
to 

May '50 

Boston 
N'3-.t York 
Philadelphia 
Cleveland 
Kxjhifiond 
Atlanta 
Chicago 
3T,, Louis 
Ilirncapolis 
Kan^s City 
Dallas 
San Francisco 

U. S. Total 

Mujrbsr of stores 

+15 
+ 2 
+18 
+26 
+iU 
+1? 
+13 
+17 
+ 3 
+13 
+15 
+ 9 

+13 

771 

Percentage change 

Cash sales 

llay lU9 Apr.'50 
to to 

May '50 May
1 «50 

+19 0 
+ U + 6 
+15 +2U 
+10 +36 
- 2 +38 
+ 6 +21 
+ 2 +11 
+13 +15 
+ 7 + 1 
+12 +17 
- 5 +29 
+12 +18 

+ 7 +17 

771 614 

May *k9 
to 

May '50 

Apr.'50 
to 

May *50 

- 3 
- 2 
+16 
- 7 
- 3 
+ 6 
-10 
+15 
+ S 
+ 5 
+10 
+ 3 

+ 1 

61k 

Credit sales 

May «U9 
to 

liay *50 

+17. 
- 3 
+18 
+25 
+ 9 
+21 
+17 

+10 
+13 
+13 
+ 6 

+11 

6lii 

Apr. '|0 
to 

May '50 

+22 
+ 5 : 
+15 
+11 
- 3 
+ 7 
+ h 

+14 
-10 
+12* 

+ 8 

6ll 

Inventories . 
end of month=/ 

n r May 
to 

May '50 

0 
- 2 
- 3 
- 5 • 
- 2 
- 1 
0 

- 2 
- 3 
- 2 
- 5 
+ 2 

- 1 

551 

- 3 
+ 6 
+ 7 
- 5 
+1h 
+ 9 
+ 8 
+11 
+11 
+ 7 
+ 2 
+ 2 

+ 5 

551 

1/ At retail value. 

Accounts Receivable and Collections 

Federal 
Reserve 
District 

Accounts receivable,end of month 

Boston 
Hess York 
Philadelphia 
Cleveland 
Fael:..ond 
Atlanta 
Chicago 
St. Louis 
Llinneapolis 
Kansas City 
Delias 
S&n 1'rancisco 

U. S. Total 

Nuirbcr of stores 

Percentage change 

Apr.*50 
to 

Llay '50 

Total 
Kay 'U9 

to 
Hay '50 

+ 3 
0 

+ 3 
+ It 
+ 3 
+ 3 
+ U 
+ 3 
+ 5 
+ 5 
+ 2 
+ 2 

+ 2 

69U 

Apr.'50 
to 

Hav '50 

+39 

: f 8 
+21* 
+27 
+23 
+33 
+29 
+26 
+28 
+2o 
+32 

+27 

69U 

Instalment 
May rU9 

to . 
Tay '50 

+ 3 
- 1 
+ 2 
+ ii 
+ 3 
+ 2 
+ 5 
+ 2 
+ It 
+ 3 
+ 3 
+ 3 

+ 1 

258 

+30 
+27 
+19 
+33 
+28 
+20 
+k6 
+28 
+31 
+36 
+25 
+68 

+28 

258 

Collections during month 

Apr. '5>0 I J 

. to to 
May '50 May '50 

+ 5 +12 
+ 5 + 5 
+ 5 +10 
+ h + 7 
+ 5 + It 
+ 3 + 2 
+ 3 + 8 
+ 2 +11 
+ 7 + 7 
+ 3 + 9 
+ 3 +10 
+ 3 - + 8 

+ h + 7 

$9h 691 

Apr.«bO 
-to 

May '50 

j talgent 
May •U9 

to 
May '50 

+10 
+ 6 
+ 1 
+ 9 
+ h 
+ 2 
+ k 
0 

+ 3 
+ 1 
+ 9 

+ 5 

258 

+16 
+10 
+ 5 
+10 
+ h 
+ 3 
+lii 
+ 7 
+ 7 
+16 
+ 8 
+3lt 

. 258 

19 5 J figures are preliminary and s*ibjoct to rens-cn. 
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