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RETAIL FURMITURiu REPORT FOR 

R e t a i l f u r n i t u r e s to re sa les showed a seasonal expansion i n March 
r e f l e c t i n g subs t an t i a l gains- i n both cash and c r e d i t t r ansac t i ons . Cash and 
charge-account sa les were up more than one-tenth ivhile instalment business 
increased a t almost tm.ce t h a t r a t e . Total sa les continued wel l above those 
of a year e a r l i e r r a t h an 18 per cent increase in ins ta lment sa les accounting 
f o r most of the r i s e . Cash and charge-account sa les were in about the same 
volume as i n March 19h9« 

Instalment account rece ivables a t the end' of Ilarch shored l i t t l e 
change from those of a month e a r l i e r , but were 28 per cent l a r g e r than on the 
corresponding date of the preceding year . Col lect ions on instalment accounts 
were up more than one-tenth from the February l e v e l and, when r e l a t e d to ac-
counts outstanding on Larch 1 , r e s u l t e d i n a co l l ec t ion r a t i o of 11 per cent , 
3 po in t s below the Harch 19h9 r a t i o . 

R e t a i l value of inventor ies rose 8 per cent i n Harch, but was 3 per 
cent smaller than on the corresponding date of 19U9. Stock on hand represented 
more than four-months supply a t the I larch r a t e of sa le compared with about 
five-months supply a year e a r l i e r . 

Furn i ture Store S t a t i s t i c s f o r March 19$0 

Item 
Percentage change from: 

Item Feb. 1950 
to 

i :ar . 1950 

: .ar. 1919 
to 

•liar. 1950 

Net sa les 
Total +18 +10 
Cash sa les +11 - 3 
Credi t s a l e s : Instalment +20 -+18 

Charge account +13 . + 1 

Accounts r ece ivab le , a t end of month 
Total 0 +26 
Instalment 0 +28 

Col lect ions during month 
Total + 8 + 5 
Instalment +11 + 7 

Inven tor ies , end of month, a t r e t a i l value + 8 • - 3 

KOTE.—These f i gu re s are prel iminary and subjec t to r e v i s i o n . 
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RETAIL FURNITURE STORES - liALCH 1950* 0 

Sales and Inventories 

Percent? ge charge 
Federal Total net sa les Cash ; sa les Credit sa les Inventories . 

end of ..-.onthi' 
Reserve 
D i s t r i c t 

Feb. '50 
to 

Mar.'50 

Lar. *i|9 
to 

Kar . '50 

Feb. '5.0 
to 

;:ar.»5o 

itiar. 'h9 
to 

Lar . '50 

Feb. '50 
to 

i a r . '50 

Liar. »1l9 
to 

: :ar . '5o 

Feb. '50 
to 

Mar.'50 

Liar. «U9 
to 

Ear . '50 

Boston 
rew York 
Philadelphia 
Cleveland 
rj.chr.ond 
Atlanta 
Chicago 
S t . Louis 
*inneapolis 
Kansas City 
Dallas 
San Francisco 

•19 
•27 
•25 
+18 
+ 7 
+15 
+10 
+26 
+ 6 
+16 

. +20 
+13 . 

+ 8 
+ k 
+15 
+m 
+ 8 
+12 
+10 
+18 
+ 7 
+ 9 
+1U 
+11 

•2U 
+22 
+33 
+18 
+ 8 
+2U 
+ 5 
- 1 
- 1 . 
+ 3 
+16 
+ 5 

+22 
- h 
+22 

. + 6 
- ii 
- 5 
- 9 
- .2 
+ 5 
- 2 
- 3 
- 8 

+18 
+29 
+26 
+18 
+ 7 
+11 
+12 
•29 
+ 5 
+19 
+18 
+19 

+ 5 
•15 
+16 
+15 
+10 
+ 9 
+16 
+16 
+ 7 
+11 
+17 
+lh 

+ 3 
+11 
+ 3 
+11 
+ 5 
+ 6 
+ 7 
+ U 
+ 7 
+12 
+ 3 
+ 6 

- 7 
0 

+ 1 
-10 
+ h 
- 2 
+ h 
- 1 
+ 1 
- 3 
- h 
- 7 

U. S. Total +18 +10 +11 - 3 +18 +1 h + 8 - 3 

•'umber of s tores 777 777 6l6 6l6 6l6 6l6 560 560 

1/ At r e t a i l value. 

Accounts Receivable and Collect ions 

Pe rcen t i l e chanre 

Federal 
Accounts receivable,enc' -Df month Collect ions during month 

Federal Tc t a l I n s t i l r e n t Total Instalment 
Reserve Feb. '50 liar. »ii9 Feb. '50 l iar. *Ii9 Feb. '50 Lar.'U9 Feb. '50 var. 'U9 
D i s t r i c t t o to to to to to to to 

liar. '50 Lar . '50 Liar. '50 I ' a r . '50 l iar . '50 : :ar . '50 : :ar . '5o Kar. '50 

Boston + 2 +17 • 6 +15 +11 - h + 7 - 9 
New York 0 +25 - 1 +28 + 8 + 5 +lli + 9 
Philadelphia + 1 +17 + 1 +18 +13 • 6 +11 + 3 
Cleveland + 1 +25 + 3 . •37 + 9 0 + 9 + 2 
Richmond - 1 +27 - 1 +2U + 6 + h + 8 + 1 
Atlanta - 1 +22 - 1 +21 + 5 + 3 + h + k 
Chicago - 1 +36 + 1 +L3 + 9 +13 +15 +13 
St . Louis + 1 . +29 0 +3k +12 +13 + 7 + 8 
I inneapolis 0 - +30 • — 2 +31 + 2 + 7 - 2 + 2 
Kansas City + 2 +27 + 2 +U1 + 6 + 2 +11 +13 
Dallas - 3 +33 + 1 +32 + 9 + 9 + 7 + 6 
San Francisco + 1 +21* + 2 +65 + 8 + 1 +15 +12 

U. S. Total " 0 +26 0 . ' +28 + 8 + 5 +11 + 7 

Number of s tores 705 705 257 257 705 705 257 257 

*1 arch 19$0 f igures are preliminary and subject to r ev i s ion . Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis




