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RETAIL FURNITURE REPORT FOR JANUARY 1950-

Retail furniture store sales showed a marked decline in January
as is usual in that month but were 5 per cent greater than in the corres-
ponding period of 1949. From December to January all types of. transactions
showed decreases which were of about the same magnitude as in the two pre-
ceding years. Both cash and charge~account sales continued in smaller
volume than a year earlier but instalment business, which accounts for a
substantial proportiom of the total, amounted to 15 per cent more than in

January 1949,

Outstanding indebtecness on instalment accounts which usually
declines in January was dovn L ner cent but at the end of the month was 26
per cent larger than on the corresponding date of the preceding year. Col-
lections on instalment accounts in January were slightly smaller than in
Decenber and, when expressed as a percentage of first-of-month acccunts
receivable, gave a collection ratio of 10 per'cent, about the scme as in
the preceding month. In January 1949 the collection ratio wes 12 per cent.

The retail value of stocks on hand a2t the end of January changed
only fractionally from the lecember 31, 1949 figure and was 10 per cent
below that of a year earlier., At the srevailing rate of sule end-of-month
inventories represented roughtly five months' supply on January 31 this
year as compared with five and one-half months' supply on the corresponding
date of 19L9.

i . tisti or_January 1950
Percentage change frow:
Dec. 19L9 Jan. 1949
Item to to
Jan. 1950 Jan. 1950

et sales ’ . :
Total -LS +5
Cash sales - : . =h7 =1}
Credit sales: Instalment ~50 +15
Charge account S -37 -6
Accounts receivable, at end of month o
Total - +21
Instalment . - ):3 +26
Collections during month '
Total + 6 -1
Instalment - 2ﬁ +2
Inventories, end of month, at retail value ‘0 -10

NOTE.--These figures are prelininary and subject to revision.
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RETAIL FUENIIURZ STORES - JM-IUF.RY 1950 ‘
Sales and Inventories
Fercentage change
Inventories

Federal Total net sales{ Cash sales Credit sales end of xrombl/
Reserve Dec. 'L,9]dan. 'L9|Dec. '49[Jan. 'L9[Dec. 'L9[Jan. L9 |Dec. 'L9]Jan. L9

District to to to -] to to to to to
Jan.'50/Jzn. 50| Jan. '50{Jan. 50| Jan. '50| Jan. '50| Jan. ' 50| Jan.'50

Beston =29 +21 =57 ~30 -25 +28 -2 -1L

ew York -61 +5 -58 ~16 67 | +9 +3 -8

Philadelphia ~51 ~7 -55 ~15 -51 +1 +3 -5
Cleveland -1 0 52 -12 =kl +1 +2 -15 .

-L5 +3 -50 -19 =Ll +9 -5 +2

-L9 +12 -50 -10 -L9 +13 0 -L

L0 +10 -39 -6 -3 | +20 0 -2

-L8 +10 -53 -18 -u6 +1l -2 =16

-L9 =17 -61 -31 -L5 -16 + 6 -3

=33 1412 =37 + L =32 +13 o -15

11 -39 +21 -L7 +8 -1 +23 -1 -1

san Trancisco -35 -2 -39 =19 -36 +2 +1 -16

Y. 5. Total =L5 +5 =L7. -1 -L5 +9 0 =10

Tunber of stores 692 692 sL7 5L7 shL7 SL7 502 502

1/ it rotail value.

Accounts Receivable and Collections

Percenta~e change
ed Accounts receivable,end of mc:ith| Collections during month

}“e eral Total Instalmenc Total Instalment
Reserve Lec.'L9|Jan. 'L9 |Dec.'L9]Jan. 'L9|Dec. 'L9]Jan. 'L9|Dec. 'L9|Jjan. 'L9

District to to to to to to to to
Jan,'50{Jan. '50 |Jan,'50{Jan.'S50{Jan, !5C!Jan. '50{Jan. '5C|J2n. 150

Boston -1 +46 -1 +63 -8 +12 -9 +4

Yew York -5 +2l -k +26 + 1 + 1 -1 + b

EriY4delphia -L +15 -L +18 -5 - L -7 41 -7

levela_“i -3 +1b 1/ Y + L -5 |1 1/

+2 +22 -3 | T8 +9 + 2 - b -12

~L +16 -5 +13 -1 -5 +1 0

-2 +29 -2 +02 -1 +1 -2 (o}

ouis -6 +29 -3 +3) -L + 2 -5 -2

reapolis - -5 +L0 -5 | 455 -1k -1 -17 + L

5 City -z +21 0 +46 +3 +1 + b -13

s -3 +20 -5 +25 + 2 + 2 -3 0

Francisco -3 +13 -1 +uD +26 -k +8 sl

r. s. Total -3 21 -l +25 +6 -1 -2 + 2

Humber of stores 633 633 229 229 633 633 229 229

|
o revigicn,

icures are prel"u °ry ana subject
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