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RETAIL FURNITURE REPORT FOR JANUARY 1950 

Retail furniture store sales showed a marked decline in January 
as is usual in that month but were 5 per cent greater than in the corres-
ponding period of 19U9. From December to January all types of.transactions 
shoved decreases which were of about the same magnitude as in the two pre-
ceding years. Both cash and charge-account sales continued in smaller 
volume than a year earlier but instalment business, which accounts for a 
substantial proportion, of the total, amounted to 15 per cent more than in 
January 19h9» 

Outstanding indebtedness on instalment accounts which usually 
declines in January was down h per cent but at the end of the month was 26 
per cent larger than on the corresponding date of the preceding year. Col-
lections on instalment accounts in January were slightly smaller than in 
December and, when expressed as a percentage of first-of-month accounts 
receivable, gave a collection ratio of 10 per"cent, about the seme as in 
the preceding month. In January 19lt9 the collection ratio was 12 per cent. 

The retail value of stocks on hand at the end of January changed 
only fractionally from the December 31, 19ii9 figure and was 10 per cent 
below that of a year earlier. At the prevailing rate of sale, end-of-month 
inventories represented roughtly five months' supply on January 31 this 
year as compared with five and one-half months' supply on the corresponding 
date of 19h9» 

Furniture Store Statistics for January 1950 
Percentage change from: 

Item 
Dec. 191*9 

to 
Jan. 1950 

Jan. 19h9 
to 

Jan. 1950 

Met sales 
Total 
Cash sales 
Credit sales: Instalment 

Charge account 

Accounts receivable, at end of month 
Total' 
Instalment 

Collections during month 
Total 
Instalment 

-h5 
- h i 
-5o 
-37 

- 2 

+ 5 
-lit 
+15 
- 6 

+21 
+26 

Inventories, end of month, at retail value 

NOTE.—These figures are preliminary and subject to revision. 
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RETAIL FURNIIURZ STORES - JAHUARY 1950m-

Sales and Inventories 

Federal 

Percentage change 

Federal Total net sales Cash sales Credit 
Inventories , 

end of months 
Reserve 
District 

Dec. Jan.'U9 Dec.'k9 Jan.'U9 Dec.»U9 Jan.»U9 Dec, .'19 Jan.'19 Reserve 
District to to to to to to to 

Jan.'50 Jan.'50 Jan.'50 Jan.'50 Jan.'50 Jan.'50 Jan, .'50 Jan.'50 

Boston -29 +21 -57 -30 -25 +28 2 -Ik 
Her -York -61 + 5 -58 -16 -67 + 9 3 - 8 
Philadelphia -51 - 7 -55 -15 -51 + 1 3 - 5 
Cleveland -LI 0 -52 -12 -hi + 1 2 -15 . 
Hichmond -h5 + 3 -50 -19 —tii + 9 5 + 2 
Atlanta. -1+9 +12 -50 -10 -19. +13 0 - h 
Chicago -Uo +10 -39 - 6 -36 • +20 0 - 2 
St. Louis -U8 +10 -53 -18 -I16 +1U 2 -16 
] meapolis -19 -17 -61 -31 —US -16 6 - 3 

-33 H12 -37 + h -32 +13 0 -15 
'.rll as -39 +21 -U7 + 8 -hi +23 1 - 7 
:;an Francisco " -35 - 2 -39 -19 -36 + 2 ; + 1 -16 

U.S. Total -U5 + 5 -L7. -111 -U5 + 9 0 -10 

?"u::iber of stores 692 692 517 5U7 517 5U7 502 502 

1/ At retail value. 

Accounts Receivable and Collections 

Percentage change 
Accounts receiva ble,end of mo::th Collections d urine month 

i'ederal Total Inst Tot al Inst aimer, t 
Reserve Dec.'19 Jan.T U9 Dec.'19 Jan. 'Ii9 Dec.»U9 Jan.'U9 Dec.'U9 Jan.'19 
District to to to to to to to to 

Jan.'50 Jan.'50 Jan.'50 Jan.'50 Jan.'50 Jan.'50 Jan.'50 Jan.'50 

Boston - 1 +1*6 - 1 +63 — 8 +12 - 9 +11 
i"ev; York - 5 +2U - h +26 + 1 + 1 - 1 + 6 
Philadelphia -h +15 - U +18 - 5 - ii - 7 . - 7 
Cleveland - 3 , +lh 1/ 1/ + h - 5 1/ 1/ 
BicLT.ond + 2 +22 - 3 ' +16 + 9 + 2 - Ii -12 

•*-h +16 - 5 +13 - 1 - 5 + 1 0 
Chicago - 2 +29 - 2 +42 - 1 + 1 - 2 0 
Ft. Louis - 6 f29 - 3 +33 - h + 2 - 5 - 2 
1. inreapolis • - 5 +10 - 5 . +53 -lli - 1 -17 + li 
Kar.t-as City - 5 +21 0 +.'•6 + 3 + 1 + U -13 

+30 - 5 +2< + 2 + 2 - 3 0 
San Francisco --3. +13 - 1 •+U? +26 - h + 8 - 1 

U. S. Total - 3 +21 ' - k +26 + 6 -'l - 2 + 2 

I* umber of stores 633 6 3 3 229 229 6 3 3 633 229 229 

--- .i;.r..'ary 1950 figures are preliminary and subject to revision. 
l/.':xtViheld to avoid disclosure of operations of individual establishments. 
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