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RETAIL FURNITURE REPORT FOR: OCTOBER 15 b9 

December 7« 19ii9 

Retail furniture store sales increased in Cctober as is 
- customary during that month vrith substantial gains r6097353 Tor both. cash 
and credit sales. Cash and charge-account transactions were below the 
dollar volume of a year earlier by 15 per cent and 12 per cent, respectively; 
while instalment sales, which had contracted sharply in October 19L8, ex-
panded over the year-period by nearly one-fourth. 

Instalment accounts receivable rose 5 per cert during the month 
and on October 31 were substantially above the outstanding indebtedness of 
a year earlier. Collections on instalment accounts were neaily one-tenth 
larger than in September but in about the sar.e volume as in October 19li8. 
The rate of repayment during the month this year indicated that accounts 
were being liquidated, on the average, in about 16 months, the average 
length of time required during the summer months, but around three months 
longer than a year ago. 

Inventories were built up further in October as is customary dur-
ing this period of expanding sales volume. At the -month-end inventories 
continued substantially below the retail value of a year e vi liar. ̂  Stocks 
equivalent to about four rronths' supply 'at the provail^n^ rat a of sale are 
being maintained currently. A year ago five months' supply v.as customary. 

Furniture Store Statistics for October 19U9 

Item 

r̂t-u£"5 change from: 
Sept. 1919 

to 
Oct. 191-9 

Oct. 19U8 
to 

Get. 1919 

Net sales 
Total 
Cash sales 
Credit sales: Instalment 

Charge account 

Accounts receivable, at end of month 
Total 
Instalment 

Collections during month 
Total-
Instalment 

Inventories, end of month, at retail value 

+ 9 
+ 9 
+ 7 
+12 

+ 5 
• 5 

+ 7 
+ 9 

+ 7 
-15 
+2b 
-12 

+12 
+18 

0 

-17 

NOTE.—These figures are preliminary and subject to revision. 
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RETAIL FURNITURE STORES - OCTOBER 19h$* 

Sales and Inventories 

)1S 

Federal 
Reserve 
District 

Total net sales 

'Sept.'h9 
: to 
IOct. *h9 

Oct. '1*8 
to 

Oct. '1x9 

Percentage Change 

Cash sales 

Sept. '1x9 
to 

Oct. 'U9 

Oct.'Ud 
to 

Oct. '1x9 

Credit sales 

Sept. '1x9 
to 

Oct. '1x9 

Oct.'18 
to 

Oct.'1x9 

Inventories- , 
end of monthi' 

Oct.'^8 
to 

Oct.'h9 

Sept. '1x9 
to 

Oct. '1x9 

Boston 
Hew York 
Philadelphia 
Cleveland 
Richmond 
Atlanta 
Chicago 
St. Louis 
Minneapolis 
Kansas City-
Dallas 
San Francisco 

U. S. Total 

Number of stores 

- 2 
+18 
+11 
+ 1 
+ 6 
+17 
+ h 
+ h 
+ 5 

+ 9 
+11 
+ 5 

+ 9 

771 

1/ At retail value 

+16 
+26 
- 2 
- 6 
+ lx 
+2lx 
+ 7 
+11 
+ 3 
- 5 
+16 
- 5 

+ 7 

771 

- 2 
+13 
+lli 
- 5 

+ h 
+17 
+ 7 
+12 
+12 
+ 5 
+ 6 
+ 9 

+ 9 

620 

-13 
+12 
-10 
-28 
-27 
-11 
-17 
-13 
-21 

-25 

-15 

620 

- 2 
+20 
+11 
0 

+ 7 
+1U 
+ 3 
+ k 
+ lx 
+11 
+13 
+ 5 

+ 9 

620 

+20 
+1x6 
0 

- 3 
+12 
+28 
+16 
+lix 
+16 
0 

+27 
- 1 

620 

+ 1 
+ 6 
+ 5 

+ lx 
+ 5 

: l 
- 5 

+ 6 
+ 5 

+ 3 
+13 

556 

-20 
-15 
-16 
—2lx 
- 7 
-13 
-22 
-16 
-20 
-20 
-11 
-19 

-17 

556 

Accounts Receivable and Collections 

Percentage change 

Federals 
Accounts receivable,end of month Collections i during month 

Federals Total Instalment Total Instalment 
Reserve Sept. '1x9 Oct. '1x8 Sept. '1x9 Oct. '1x8 Sept. *1x9 Oct. 'Ixff Sept. '1x9 Oct.'1x8 
District to to to to to • to to to 

Oct. '1x9 Oct. '1x9 Oct. '1x9 Oct. '1x9 Oct. '1x9 Oct. '1x9 Oct. '1x9 Oct. '1x9 

, toston + 7 +2lx + 6 +23 +10 - 1 +10 + 3 
Vetv York + 6 +22 + 6 +25 +12 + 2 +11 + 9 
Philadelphia + 3 + 7 + .3 + 7 + 7 -11 + 5 -13 
Cleveland + 2 + 3 + 6 +13 + 1 -19 + 6 -llx 
.\ichmond + 6 +llx + lx + lx + 3 - 7 - 2 -23 
Atlanta + 5 + 8 + 3 + 9 + 9 - 7 + 6 - 3 
Xiicago + lx +18 + 5 +22 + 8 - 3 + 3 - lx 
St. Louis + lx +17 + 3 +2ix + 6 - 1 +29 +llx 
Minneapolis + 5 +11 + 6 +13 + 6 - 6 + 5 - 3 
•:ar.sas City + lx +10 + 2 +31 + 2 -12 + 5 - lx 
Dallas . + 5 +18 +15 +21 + 6 - 1 +10 + 5 
Jari Francisco + lx + lx + 3 +16 + h -18 + lx -18 

U. S. Total + 5 +12 + 5 +18 + 7 - 8 + 9 0 

lumber of stores 708 708 238 238 708 708 238 238 

,ober 191x9 figures are preliminary and subject to revision Digitized for FRASER 
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