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RETAIL FURNITURE REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 19^9 

Retail furniture store sales declined slightly in September 
and were lit per cent below those in the corresponding month of 19U8. 
Instalment sales, which had increased substantially in August, showed a 
further small gain in September. The volume of sales on both cash and 
charge account decreased moderately. Sales of all types were smaller than 
in September 191*8, the declines ranging from 8 per cent for instalment 
transactions to 17 per cent for charge-account and 20 per cent for cash. 

Instalment accounts receivable increased 3 per cent during Sept-
ember, or at about the same rate as in the preceding month. The amount 
carried on the books at the end of..the month was 12 per cent larger than a 
year earlier. Collections on instalment accounts decreased 3 per cent from 
August to September., The ratio of collections during the month to outstand-
ing balances *on the first of the month was 11 per cent in September, one 
point belov; the ratio for each of the three preceding months;" At the current 
rate cf repayment instalment accour.tr would be outstanding, on the average, 
about 17 months as compared with slightly over .13 months a year ago. 

Inventories, which are usually built up during September, were 
5 per cent larger at the end of the month than on August 31. Retail value 
of stocks on hand continued about 18 per cent below the yuar-ago level. At 
the current rate of sale, however, they still amounted to about four months' 
supply. 

Furniture Store Statistics for September 19U9 

Item 

Percent,-i/e chanre from: 

Item 
Aug. 1 % 9 

to 
Sept. 191x9 

Sept. 19U8 
to 

Sept. 1919 

Net sales 
Total - 1 -lh 

Cash sales - 5 -20 
Credit sales: Instalment ... + 1 - 8 

Charge account - h -17 

Accounts receivable, at end of month 
Total + 3 + 7 
Instalment + 3 +12 

Collections during month 
Total - 2 -10 
Instalment - 3 - 6 -

Inventories, end of month, at retail value ' > 5 -18 

MOTE.—These figures are preliminary and subject to revision. 
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Sales and Inventories 

Percentage change 

Federal 
Reserve 
District 

Total net sales Cash sales Credit sales 
Inventories, / 

end cf r.onlh-' Federal 
Reserve 
District 

Aug. '^9 
to 

Sept.'U9 

Sept.«U8 
to 

Sept. '1*9 

Aug. »i# 
to 

Sept. 'Li9 

Sept.'a8 
to 

Sept.»U9 

Aug. 'ii9 
to 

Sept.'U9 

Sept.'US 
to 

Sept.»U9 

Aug. 'j|:y 
to 

Sent.'W 
to 

Sont.fl9 

Boston 
ITevr Y?rk 
Philadelphia 
Cleveland 
Richmond 
Atlanta 
Chicago 
Ct. Louis 
I inr»e?polis 
Rav'cao City 
r-3: las 
San Francisco 

+10 
+13 
+ h 
- 3 
+ 9 
- 7 
- 7 
- 2 
+16 
- 8 
- 5 
- 7 

+ 5 
- 2 
-lli 
-16 
- 7 
-32 
— 8 
- 7 
-12 
-lit 
-25 
-17 

+ 1 
+10 

- 5 
+ 1 
+ 3 
-15 
-11 
-12 
- 6 
- 8 
- 3 
-13 

- 9 
-13 
- 5 
-21 
-16 
-20 
-20 
-21 
-29 
-25 
-23 
-28 

+11 
+12 
+ 5 
- 2 
+11 
- ii 
-12 
- 1 
+19 

- 1 

- 5 

+ 7 
+ 1 
-lli 
-16 . 
- 3 
-3ii 
- 7 
- 5 
- 9 
-11 

0 
+ 5 
+ 6 
+ 1 
+12 
+12 
+ h 
+ 3 
+10 
+ 2 
+ it 
+ 5 

-19 
-15 
-17 
-2U 
- ii 
- 5 
-15 
-11 
-20 
-19 
-13 
-27 

U. S• Total - 1 -Hi - 5 -20 - l -13 + 5 -18 

Mo. of stores 751 751 607 607 607 607 , v'Ai . 
l/"At retail value. 

Accounts Receivable and Collections 

Percentage change 

Federal 
Accounts receivable, end cf month Collections durinr mi nth 

Federal Total Instalment Total Instalment 
Reserve 

cf r»4 /*+• Aug. 'i-9 Sept.'Ud Aug. 'U9 Sept. »ii8 Aug. «U9 Sept.'U6 Aug. '';9 SeptmcJ 
I>iO VI I t O to to to to to to to t& 

Sept. »li9 Sept. »h9 Sept.»U9 Sept. »li9 Sept.'19 Sent.fh9 Sept. »';9 5ent.'ii9 

Boston +10 +13 + 9 +12 - 1 - 7 - 2 - 9 
.Hew York + 3 +15 + 3 +16 - 3 - 5 - 3 - 1 
Philadelphia " + 2 + ii + 2 + 3 - 6 -*• 6 - 9 - 8 
Cleveland + 2 - 1 + 6 + 5 - 3 -15 - 1 -15 
Richmond + 3 +11 • 2 + ii 0 - 5 + U - 6 
At]anta + 3 + 1 + 3 + 6 - ii -1U - 5 - 8 
Chicago + 5 +Hi + 5 +17 - 2 - 7 - 3 - 9 
St. Louis + 2 + 5 + 2 + 8 + 9 - 3 - ii -12 
Minneapolis + 6 + 3 + 7 + 2 0 -12 + 3 -10 
Kansas City + 2 + 5 + 2 +27 - 3 - 9 - 7 - 6 
Dallas + 2 +13 + 2 +18 - 5 - 5 - 7 - 9 
San Francisco + ii 0 + 5 +16 - 1 -13 - 3 -Hi 

U . S . Total + 3 + 7 + 3 +12 - 2 -10 - 3 - 6 

Mo. of stores 683 688 232 232 683 633 212 212 
•^September 19 \9 figures are pre] .iminary and subject to revi .sion. Digitized for FRASER 
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