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RETAIL FURNITURE REPORT FOR hUGOST 19U9 

Retail furni ture s tore ' sa les increased by somewhat more than the 
customary seasonal amount in August but continued in smaller volume than a 

5- yeay e a r l i e r . The 15 per cent expansion in to t a l sales during the month 
§ ref lected the e f fec t of substantial gains in a l l types of t ransaction. The 
4 increase in instalment sales during the month—largest f o r any type of 
t transaction—brought the dollar volume of such business to the August 19U8 

level . Both cash and charge-account sales were about one-sixth below those 
| in the corresponding month l a s t year. 

Instalment accounts receivable showed a fur ther small r i s e in 
August and a t the end of the month were 13 per cent larger than a year 
e a r l i e r . Collections on instalment accounts were $ per cent larger than 
in July but , when related to balances a t the beginning of the months 
resulted in a collection r a t i o of 12 per cent, the same as in the two pre-

I ceding months. 

| Inventories showed a small decline in August but continued sub-
s tan t ia l ly below the r e t a i l value of stocks on hand a year ea r l i e r . At 
the end of August inventories amounted t o s l igh t ly less than four months' 
supply at the current ra te of sa le . 

Furniture Store S ta t i s t i c s for August 19L9 

Item 
Percentage change from: 

Item July 1919 
to 

August 19li9 

August 19L8 
to 

August 19L9 

Met sales 
Total *15 - 9 
Cash sales +15 —10 
Credit sales: Instalment < +18 0 

CMarge account +13 -17 

Accounts receivable, a t end of month 
Total + 3 + 8 
Instalment + 3 +13 

Collections during month 
Total + 1 - 7 
Instalment + 5 - 1 

Inventories, end of month, a t r e t a i l value - 1 -19 

NOTE.—These figures are preliminary and subject to revision. 
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RETAIL FURNITURE STORES - AUGUST 19l*9* 

gales and Inventories 

Federal Reserve 
Dis t r i c t 

Percenta ge change 

Federal Reserve 
Dis t r i c t 

Total net sales Cash sales Credit sales Invent 
end of J 

ories . 
month _/ Federal Reserve 

Dis t r i c t July* 1*9 
to 

Aug. '1*9 

Aug. '1*8 
to 

Aue.'U9 

July'1*9 
to 

AUK.'1*9 

Aug.'1*8 
to 

Aug.'1*9 

July'1*9 
to 

Aug.'1*9 

Aug.'1*8 
to 

AUK.'1*9 

July'1*9 
to 

Aug.'1*9 

Aug.'1*8 
to 

Aug.'1*9 

Boston 
New York 
Philadelphia 
Cleveland 
Richmond 
Atlanta 
Chicago 
S t . Louis 
Minneapolis 
Kansas City 
Dallas 
San Francisco 

U . S . Total 

Mumber of s tores 

+30 
+20 
+17 
+10 
+12 
+10 
+21* 
+22 
+22 
+22 

0 
+10 

+1$ 

773 

+ 9 
- 3 
- 5 
-17 
- 8 
-21 
+ 3 
- 2 
-21 
- ' 3 
-12 
-lk 

- 9 

773 

+15 
+26 
+lk 
+ 2 
+11 
+13 
+10 
+20 
+27 
+22 
+ 5 
+15 

+15 

617 

- 5 
-17 
- 3 
-22 
-18 
-23 
-19 
-10 
-27 
-21 
-23 
-20 

—18 

617 

+33 
+23 
+17 
+12 
+13 
+ 9 
+31 
+22 
+23 
+23 
- 1 
+ 7 

+15 

617 

+11 
- 1 
- k 
-16 
- 6 
-22 
+11 
- 2 
-20 
+ 2 
- 9 
-13 

- 7 

617 

0 
+3 
+3 
+1 
-6 
+1 
-2 

- 1 
-5 
0 

-3 
-6 

- 1 

553 

-17 
-15 
-17 
-22 
-25 
-11 
-18 
-16 
-23 
-20 
-16 
-22 

-19 

553 

1/ A t . r e t a i l value. 

Accounts Receivable and Collections 

Percentage change 
Accounts receiv, able,end of month Collections < during month 

Federal Reserve Total In s t£ Total Instalment 
Di s t r i c t July11*9 Aug. '1*8 July'1*9 Aug. '1*8 July'U9 Aug.'U8 July'L9 Aug. '1*8 

to to to , to t o to to to 
Aug.'19 Aug.'19 Aug. *1*9 Aug.'1*9 Aug. 'ii9 Aug. 'ii9 Aug.'L9 Aug. '1*9 

Boston +8 +11 +6 +10 +7 + 3 +7 + h 
New York 0 +15 0 +15 +U + 3 +6 + 1* 
Philadelphia 0 + 5 -1 + 3 +5 - 2 +9 - 6 
Cleveland +2 - 2 +2 + h 0 -16 0 -15 
Richmond +2 +U +h + U +U - 2 t l - 9 Atlanta +3 +10 +3 +15 +U - 5 +5 + li 
Chicago +8 . +15 +5 +1U 0 - 5 +1 - 6 
S t . Louis +6 + 9 +U +1h 0 - 8 - 1 - 6 
Minneapolis +2 + h +1 + li +8 - 9 +6 -12 
Kansas City +U. + 8 +7 +33 +2 - h +2 - 3 Dallas +3 +21 +3 +19 +1 + 3 +3 + 1 
San Francisco +U - 3 +6 +19 -6 -17 +5 - 7 

U. S. Total +3 + 8 +3 +13 +1 - 7 +5 . - 1 

Number of s tores 708 708 235 235 708 708 235 235 

*August 19U9 f igures are preliminary and subject to revis ion. Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis




