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RETAIL FURNITURE REPORT FOR MAY 19^9 

Fu rn i tu r e s t o r e s a l e s which u sua l l y inc rease s ea sona l ly i n May 
were 9 per cent above the Apr i l volume. The Apri l- to-May inc reases i n 
both cash and c r e d i t s a l e s were somewhat l a r g e r than in the corresponding 
per iod of 19l|8. Cash and charge-account s a l e s were down about o n e - f i f t h 
from the volume of a year e a r l i e r , whi le in s t a lmen t s a l e s decl ined 5 
per cent over the y e a r - p e r i o d . Total s a l e s were 10 pe r cent below the 
year-ago l e v e l . 

Ins ta lment accounts r ece ivab le inc reased s l i g h t l y in May, and 
continued wel l above the amount ou ts tanding a year e a r l i e r . Co l l ec t ions 
on ins t a lmen t accounts , which u s u a l l y show a r i s e i n L:ay, were 2 pe r cent 
l e s s than in A p r i l . Never the less , t he r a t i o of c o l l e c t i o n s to accounts 
r ece ivab le on the f i r s t of the month was unchanged a t 13 per c e n t . At the 
p r e v a i l i n g r a t e of repayment, accounts would be ou ts tanding about f o u r t e e n 
and one-hal f months. 

I nven to r i e s dec l ined f u r t h e r i n Kay, and were one- ten th below 
the r e t a i l va lue of s tock on hand a year ago. On Uay 31» s tocks were 
equal t o about fou r months' supply a t the c u r r e n t r a t e of s a l e . 

F u r n i t u r e Store S t a t i s t i c s f o r Hay 19k9 

Item 

Percentage change from: 

Item Apr. 1949 
to 

May 19U9 

Llay 191+8 
to 

toy 19U9 

Net sa l e s 
Total + 9 -10 
Cash sa l e s + 9 -22 
Credit s e l e s : Instalment • +10 - 5 

Charge account + h -19 

Accounts receivable , at endof month 
Total + 3 *• 9 
Instalment + 2 +13 

Collect ions during month 
Total - 2 - 5 
Instalment - 2 - 1 

Inventories , end of month, at r e t a i l value - 5 -10 

Note.--These f igures are preliminary and subject to rev i s ion . 
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RETAIL FURNITURE STORES - MAY 19U9* 

Sales and Inven to r i e s 

Percentage change 

Federal Reserve 
Total ne t s a l e s Cash s a l e s Cred i t s a l e s Inventories . 

end of monthl/ 
D i s t r i c t Apr . ' 49 

to 
May 'U9 

May ' 4 8 
to 

May *U9 

A p r . f 4 9 
to 

May 'U9 

May *48 
t o 

May »-U9 

Apr.*49 
to 

May «U9 

May '48 
to 

May %h9 

A p r . ' 4 9 
to 

May fU9 

Hay '48 
~ to 
May *U9 

Boston 
New York 
Philadelphia 
Cleveland 
Pi chmond 
Atlanta 

jC-h'i cago • 
S t . Louis 
Minneapolis 
Kansas City 
Dallas 
San Francisco 

r 1 ! 
+ 6 
+ 18 
+ 19 
* 15 
+ 17 
+ 11 

0 
+ 6 
+ 22 
+ 6 

- 17 
- 9 
- 8 
- 11 
+ 2 
- 9 
- 3 
- 3 
- 15 
- 11 
+ 5 
- 20 

+" 9 
- 1 
+ U 
• 31 
• 25 
+ 5 
• 11 
- 5 
- 1 
+ 2 
+ 10 
+ 1U • 

• 
1 

1 
• 

1 
1 

i 
1 

« 
1 

i 

* 13 
- h 
+ 6 
+ 19 
+ 19 
• 19 
+ 18 
+ 6 
- 2 
+ 7 
+ 23 
+ h 

- 16 
- 6 
- 7 
- 10 

: ? 

: 1 
- iU 
- 6 
+ 15 
- 22 

- 3 
- 7 
- 5 
- 7 
- 8 

: l 
- 5 
- 7 
- 6 
- 5 
- k 

- 12 
- 7 
- 10 
- 11 
- 5 
- 11 
- 11 
- 10 

-AZ 
- 8 
- 11 

U. S. Total + 9 -.-10 + 9 - 22 + 10 - 8 - 5 - 10 

•lumber of s tores 772 772 620 620 620 620 560 560 

l / At r e ta i l va lue . 
Accounts Receivable and Col lect ions 

Per ;en:8t change 
Accounts receivable ,er .d of :r.oV.;h Co l l ec t ions during month 

Federal Reserve ^ t a l In zee1 Total . I n s t a l m e n t 
D i s t r i c t Apr . ' 49 : ay ' 4a Apr .'1+9 t:ay ' 4 8 Apr . ' 49 i"..ay ' 45 Apr . ' 49 :.:ay'48 

to to t o t o t o t o to t o 
May ' 49 : ay 'U9 :;ay 'i;9 r a y *49 "ay ' 49 ay 'L& r a y 'U9 May'49 

Boston 0 + 2 0 - 3 - 3 - 9 - 5 - h 
New York 0 >16 0 +18 - 5 + h - 1 + 5 
Ph i l ade lph ia + 3 + 9 + 2 + 5 - 3 - 2 - 2 - 6 
Cleveland + k * 1 + 3 + 1 - U -11 - 3 -11 
Ri chmond + 3 +12 + 3 + 3 + 5 + U + 7 - 3 
Atlanta + U +11 + h +12 - 1 - 5 - 3 - 5 
Chicago + 7 +11 + 5 +15 - 1 - 3 - 6 0 
S t . Louis + 3 •+ 6 + 3 + 9 0 - 3 - 1 - k 
Minneapolis + 2 + 7 + U +11 - k - 1 1 . - 1 -10 
Kansas City + h + L * 6 +30 + 2 - 1 - 5 - 8 
Dal las + 6 +17 + 9 +20 + 1 0 - 2 - u 
San Francisco 0 + 2 + 3 +15 - 3 -12 - 3 + 2 

U. S. Total | + 3 + 9 + 2 +13 - 2 - 5 - 2 - 1 

Number of s tores | 
1 
: 716 716 21*0 21+0 716 716 240 240 

•May 19U9 f i g u r e s are preliminary and subject to rev i s ion . Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis




