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RETAIL FURNITURE REPORT FOR MAY 1949

o Furniture store sales which usually increase seesonally in May
were 9 per cent above the April volume, The April-to-May increases in
both cash and credit sales were somewhst larger than in the corresponding
period of 1948. -Cash end charge-account sales were down about one-fifth
from the volume of & year earlier, while instalment sales declined 5

per cent over the year-period. Total sales were 10 per cent below the

year-ago level,

Instalment accounts receivable increased slightly in Fey, end
continued well above the amount outstanding a year earlier. Collections
on instalment accounts, which usually show e rise in iiay, were 2 per cent
less than in April., Nevertheless, the ratio of collections to accounts
receivable on the first of the month was unchanged at 13 psr cent. At the
prevailing rate of repayment, accounts would be outstanding about fourteen

and one-half months.

Inventories declined further in ey, end were one-tenth below
the retail value of stock on hand a year ago., On lay 31, stocks were

equal to about four months' supply at the current rate of sale.

Furniture Store Statistics for May 1919

Percentage change froms

Apr. 1909 way 1948
Ttem to to
ey 19L9 | ray 1949
Net sales
Total +9 =10
Cash sales +9 22
Credit seles: Instalment - +10 -5
Charge account + L =19
Accounts receivable, at endof month .
Total ) +3 +9
Instalment +2 +13
Collections during month
Total -2 -5
Instalment . =2 -1
Inventories, end of month, at retail value . -5 =10

Note.-~-These figures are preliminary and iubject to revision,
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RETAIL FURNITURE STOKES - MAY 1949

Sales ‘and Inventories

Percentage change

A 5 Inventories

Federal Reserve Total net sales Cash sales Credit sales ond of mnﬂ&/

District |Epro" y ‘LB [Apr. L9 [say 'LB [Apr.'LJ [Mey 'L8|Apr.'LI[iay 'LE
to to to to | to to to [ to

Way 'LO [May 'L9 [May L9 iiay L9 [May 'L9 |May 'LO [Mey 'L9|Nay 'L9

Boston +13 - 17 + 9 -2 +13 -1~ 3 - 12
New York - 6 - 9 -1 - 25 - L - 6| -1 -7
Philadelphia + 6 |- 81+ L4 |-y [+ 6 - 7/-51|-10
Cleveland +18 - 11 + 3 -1 +19 «10} - 7 - 11
Pichmond +19 + 2 +25 - 8 + 19 + 5|~ 8 - 5
Atlents + 15 - 9 + 5 - 25 + 19 - 7] -5 - 11
_Lniecago . +17 | - 3 [ +11 | -20 | +18 + 5= L -1
St, Louis + 11 - 3 - 5 - 26 + 6 - 6| -5 - 10
liinneapolis 0 -15 -1 - 2 - 2 -1 | - 7 - 23
Kansas City + 6 -1 + 2 - 26 + 7 - 6| - 6 - 14
Dalles + 22 + 5 + 10 - 22 + 23 +15 | - 5 - 8
. Sen Francisco + 6 - 20 + 1L - 26 + L -2 |- L - 11
U. S. Total + 9 --10 + 9 - 22 + 10 - 8| -5 - 10
Yumber of stores 772 772 620 620 620 620 560 560

1/ At retail value,
= Accounts Receivable and tollections

Ter.encag: chan;e -

Accounts receiveble,erd of mouth Collections during month

Federal Peserve Total Inceimenc Total . Instalment 3

District Ror. [ol.8y 'L3lApr. Lo fe,; LB |Apr.'LY . ay 'Lo|ipr. 4785 L8

to to to to to | to to to §

vay 'hol ey 'L9lay 'IS|ey 'L |ay 'L9| ey 'LOfiay 'L9[Mayth9 %

- i

Boston 0 +2 o] + 3 -3 -9 -5 -4 i

New York 0 +16 0 +18 -5 + L -1 +5

Philadelphia +3 +9 +2 +5 -3 -2 -2 -6 H

Clevelend + L +1 + 3 +1 - L =11 -3 =11 <
Rickmond + 3 +12 +3 +3 +5 + L + 7 - 3‘
Atlenta + L +11 + Ly +12 -1 -5 -3 -5
Chicego +7 +11 +5 | %15 -1 -3 -6 0
St. Louis +3 + 6 + 3 +9 0 -3 -1 -
“inneapolis + 2 + 7 + L +11 -4 <11 -1 -10
Kansas City + L + 1 + 6 +30 +2 -1 -5 -8
Dellas + 6 +17 +9 +20 +1 0 -2 - L
San Francisco 0 +2 + 3 +15 -3 =12 -3 +2
U. S. Total | +3 +9 +2 +13 -2 -5 -2 -1
Number of stores 716 716 210 210 716 716 240 21,0

Etlgt/l/szaqsg}fe.o; S']:’[%éi??%g%?gﬂ/n preliminary and subject to revision.
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