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‘g ‘Total sales at credit-gram.ing furnitnre stores were 12 per
E cent lower in'October ‘than in the preceding imonth, although some increase
is customary during this periqd.. The decrease was attributable to a . - - -
contraseasonal- decline-in instaliment sales pu'tly offset by moderate
gains in cash and charge-account sales. .In comparison with year-ago data,
however, both caeh and cha.rge-ancowt sales continued to show decreases.
* Instalment; sales were also belaw the October 19b7 vol\me, t.he first year-
to—year decrease ih about three years., .
mf-alment accounts receivable were down s} tl,y in October,
but remained well above the year-agb level, Collections on instalment ac-
counts were made somewhat more rapidly than in September, and the ratig
of these collections to accounts outstanging:on the first of the month
moved up one point 'to 18 per cent. The average repayment period for
instalment ‘accoints outstanding in October was 10 months, about two and
one-half mont.hs 1onger than in the corresponding month of 19L7.

: Inventories increased 5 per cent further in October, and were
17 per cent larger than those held by credit-granting retail furniture
stores a year earlier. At the end of the month the dollar value of stocks
wag equal tg about tive mnths' supply at. the current rate of sale.

Furniture Store Statistics for October 19h8

m/ cenﬁge change from:
SGpt. Oct, 1947 .

to.
Qct. 12&8 Oct. 1948
Net sales . .
Total - -12 -13
Cash sales . . el «25"
= Credit sales: Instalment . .20 . -11
Chargé account . S S S -6
Accounts receivable, at eh& of month ‘
: Total ) 0 40
Instalment " ' .1l +36
. I i s .
Collections during month r‘ﬁ: AT D
Total . 2 w ) - es 8
Instalment o ‘; ’ K e 3 ‘e 1
Inventories, end of month, at retail value ] 5 ~o17

Note.~~These figures are preliminayy' aqd' aubject to revision. -
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Sales and Investories

= .. Percentage change- -:
- o - ...-——.—af—-i Tort

Federal Reserve |Total net sales | ° Cash sales Credit sales e}.:iw:; ;zn:: 1/

District Sept. 'L3]oct. 'L7|Sept. L8] oct.TL7[Sept. 1L8[0ct, 147 Sept.'Ld|oct. L7
a € | to| T to Juwdo ] b0 | to - to

 |oct, 18 Octs th8loct. thBloct. 'L8joct.!L8
" Boston -9 - -8 L2 w8
Yew York 2 =23 +6 | 7
Philadelphia -7° 1 10 -5 | %6~ o
Cleveland - 2t | a1 3 I L DO 21
Richmond - 1 -7 -5 -3 +9 +31
Atlanta . ~35. =20 =19°%1 411 416
Chicago'! : | -10° | -1k -9 [ra1g |- 415
St. Louis: | .-16 | -19 < <160 | 45 M 428
Linneapolis, . - .-10. .| a5 -12 +8° 1 +5
Kansas City - : | =L,  -213: [ =9 e i 413
Dallas PR s § -17 . 216 +8 T 416
San Francisco. {..- 3 -5 +1 0 - +20
U.S. Total | -12 | +13. _ . 10 +5 |, a7
No. of stored ;1 ‘789 | 789 | 625 625- o|-625 | 555" | 885

I/ &% retail value.

o ’ ~ ... Accounts Regeivable and Collections

| Percentage change

LT “JAccounts reéceivable, end-of month|-- - Collections during month

Federal Reserve [ 7%~ Tctal. .- Instalmert - _Totel Instalment
~District Sept. L3 0ct. L7 [Sept. '8 Get. L 7|Sept. ‘L8[ Cct. 1L7|Sept. (L8[Oct. T L7
- s to - to | to to to_ . to.. to .}..to
det. t43l0ct.ih8ioct. 1LBloet LB oct, thBloct. LBloct. th8,0ct.tL8
~ . y -

Boston T+l ] 2 +2 +8 + L +1, | +1 -2
New York =1, +3 -2 +38 + L +3’ +1 +7
Philadelphia P07 4a -1 42 1 11 7 | e +9 +10
Cleveland -2 ] WF 1/ /7| +2 | s10 1/ 1/
Richmond +2 ' sl 2 +27 +16 +26 +10 +I0
Atlanta -2 +48 -1 #31 |+ 270§ ¥9 |+ 2 +9
Chicago -1 +38 o] +42 +5 +10 + 7 + 6
St. Louis . -1 450 -1 +43 + 8 + 4 + 4 +9
i/inneapolis - 0 +28 0 +33 +1 -3 0 -1
Kansas City .0 +3 -1 +48 + b ] +2 + 3. + 6
Dallas -2 45 -2 +37 + 2 + 6 -3 -2
San Francisto® fs 1 +41 +1 +37 +6 + 7| 410 +17
U. S.Total, | 0 W£0 | -1 236 Fe5 |oa8 | 3 .7
No, of stores. - _-710 |. 710..} .2L8- 48 770 | 7o | 2u8 2,8

P gures are 'prélim,hary and subjé;: t‘o revision.
DIgI'[IZ§ tﬁsﬁ%'zgvoid disclosure of operations of individual establishments.
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