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November 2, 19it8 

^^I&TAIL FURNITURE REPORT' FOR. SEPTEMBER 1)1*8 

- - - F u r n i t u r e store sa les Increased U per cent itr September, and 
continued above last ' year 's volume. ' ffre monthly increase ref lected the 
e f fec t of an 8 per cent r i s e in instalment sales' and contreseasonal 
declines in caph and .charge-account sa les . Cash sales , which have been 
below year-ago levels since early l 9 h l , were down ^substantially from the 
volume of September l a s t year . . Charge-account sa les (also registered a 
decrease from a year .age, but instalment sales ".'continued to show a sub-/ 
s tant ia l year-to-year»gain • , " ; 

Inventories weri bu i l t up 6 per cent in September, and were 18 
per' cent above the year-ago level . At the end of th6 month stocks on 
hand amounted to. four months1 supply a t the. current ra te t>f sale as 
compared with about three and one-half months' suppler in September l a s t 
year. ;

 ; •* 

Instalment accounts receivable showed a snai l increase in • , 
Septemberj and again were nearly 50 per cent larger (than a year ea r l i e r . 
Collections on instalment accounts rose fur ther "during ;-the month, and 
for the third successive jaonth the r a t i o of collections to accounts out-
standing on the f i r s t of -the month was 18 j je rc£nt . j At the prevailing . 
collection ra te instalment accounts would tie outstanding approximately 
ten months, _ I . ; ' ' • ' " 

.Furniture fetore S ta t i s t i c s for September 19U8 

Percentage change? from:' 
Aug-, ; Sept. 19U7 

•; to " : to 
Setpt , 19118 ; Sept. 19lt8 

Net "sales" - , * 
- Total. ' V u - f * 5 -

Cash sales . .." • : - k • -2U , 
Credit sales: Instalment ; ; f ' t 8 >16 

t . Charge account ' i - > 2 

Accounts, receivable, at end of month -
Total . * •lit > 5 • 
Instalment ' 

1 ^ : M i l 

Collections during month • * 
Total , .• 1 
jnstalmejtt * . > 

i , 
\ 2 * U 

Inventories.. efndjOf month, at retai l value 
f . ' * 
j • 6 ; 
: .• * :. 

+18 

: - . , i i ! - : . ' : • . . ? i i j • ; 
Notei—These f igures are preliminary and/subject to revision, 
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RETAIL FURNITURE STORES - SEPTEMBER 1918* 

Sales and inventories 

Federal 
Reserve 

Percental »e change 
Federal 
Reserve Total net sales Cash sales Credit sales Inventi 

end of ] 
aries . 
conth 

Dis t r ic t Aug. '1*8 Sept.*1*7 Aug. *1*8 Sept. '1*7 Aug. *U8 Sept. *1*7 Aug. »i*8 Sept. *!{7 
to to to to to t o to to 

Sept. *1*8 Sept. '1*8 Sent.»U8 Sept.«l*8 Sent. *1*8 Seot.»1*8 Sept. '1*8 Sept. *h8 

Boston +10 - 1 -17 •10 • 1 • 3 •15 
New York •12 • 3 . • 6 -19 •10 • 9 • 5 •16 
Philadelphia •11 • 3 - • 3 -23 •Hi • 8 • 6 • 6 
Cleveland - 2 • It 0 -23 - 1 • 9 • 3 •lii 
Richmond + 7 • 1* -_• 2 -21 • 7 •10 • 5 •31 
Atlanta + 9 .•29 —l8 -38 •12 •tit • 7 •13 
Chicago .» 1 0 -10 -28 • a •15 • 5 •16 
S t . Louis •• 3 •; * u 0 -31 • 5 „• 1 • 3 •21 
Minneapolis . • h • 8 • 3 -26 • h - 2 • 1* • 5 
Kansas City- ..• 3 - 1 - 1* -18 • 5 • 5 • 2 • 9 
Dallas •12 •17 - 6 -36 •15 •28 • 1 •13 
San Francisco - 3 • 1 - 7 -21 - 2 • 7 •11 •26 

U . S . Total • It • 5 - 1* -21* " • 5 •12 • 6 •18 

No. of stores 71*7 7U7 . 589 589; 589 589 522 522 

1/ At r e t a i l value 

Accounts Receivable and Collections 

Percenta ee change 
Federal Accounts receivable, end of month Collections during month 
Reserve . T01 bal Inst; alment Total Insti alinont 
Dis t r i c t Aug. *U8 Sept.«U7 Aug. *1*8 Sept. *1*7 Atg. *1*8 Sept. '1*7 Aug. *1*3 Sept.'17 

to to to to to . . . t o to to 
Sept. *ii8 Sept. *1*8 Sept. '1*8 Sept. *1*8 Seit. *1*8 Sept. *1*8 Sept. *1*8 Sept. '1*8 

Boston • 6 " *| •25 • 2 •23 •10 - 9 • 8 ' - 3 
New York • 2 •12, • 2 •51 • It • 9 • 3 • 8 
Philadelphia • h . •tii • u •U3 f 2 - • 2 • 1 • 1 
Cleveland : • 2 •51 • 3 •»62 . - 3 • 5 • 1 •12 
Richmond • 3 •U3 • r •36 * 3 • 9 0 • 1 
Atlanta •11 •61 • 8 •L3 • 1 - l • 5 - 6 
Chicago • h •1*0 • i* •1*1* - 1 • 5 - 1 0 
S t . fouis • h •1*8 • i* •53 0 - 1 • 1 • it 
Minneapolis • 5 •29 - • 5 •36 • 3 - k • 3 0 
Kansas City • 5 •3U 2 / y • 1 • 7 1 / 1 / 
Dallas • 8 •61* • 8 •1*2 • 2 • 1* •"3 -"2 
San Francisco • 3 •1*3 • 6 •1*2 0 • 5 - 2 0 

U. S. Total • h •U5 • li •L7 • 1 • h • 2 • a -

No. of stores 667 667 220. 220 - ' 667 667 220 220 

1/Withheld to avoid disclosure of operations of individual establishments. 
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