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© <% .. Furniture store ,sales increased h per cent. iﬁSeptember and 4
cohtinued above last year'ts volume. - The monthly- increase reflected the
efféct of an 8 per cent rise in instalment sales and contraseasonal -

~-- declines i cash and .charge-account - ss,les. Cash salés; which have been
below year-ago levels since éarly 1947; weré down substantially from the

. volume of September last year, . Charge-account sales ;also registered a

. decrease fram a year agc, but instalment sales: nt:uiued to show a sub-

fstantial year-to-year gai.n. R S, ; L :

; Inventories weré built up 6 per cent iy September, and were" 18
per* cent above the year-ago level. At the end of thé menth stocks on .
hand amounted to: four months' supply at the. cux‘rent rate of sale as
compared mth about, three’ and one-half months'’ supply in Sept.ember last -

year. s

) . : Instalment. accomts receivable shawed a small .’mcrease in
T Sefftember, and again were nearly 50 per cent larger than a year earlier.
R Collections on instalment accounts rose further “during ‘the month, and -
o for the third syccessive month the ratio of collections to accounts out.-
. standing on the :first of ‘thé month was 18 ger‘cént. i At the prevailing .
- collecucn rate mstalnent account.s would be outstandlng apprmdmately

<-- . ten manths. . __
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' RETAIL FURNITURE STCRES - SEPTEMEER 19L8# N

Sales and Inventories

Percentage change
Federal i n Inventories
Reserve Total net sales Cash sales Credit sales | end of month 1 /
District |[Aug. 'LB|Sept, L7 |Aug. 'LB|Sept. 'L]|Aug. L8 Sept. 7 |Rug. V8 Sept.vm
to to - to - to to- to to
"|sept.tL8 Sept. 'L8|Sept. 1L8|Sept. 148 Se.pt. L8
_ Boston o +10 -1 +9 ~17 +10 +1 +3 +15
New York +12' +3. +6 -19 +10 +9 +5 +16
Philadelphia 11 +3 . «3 -23 +1h +8 +6 +6
Cleveland -2 + b (o} =23 -1 +9 +3 +1L
Richmond + 7 s L ~+ 2 ~21 + 7 +10 + 5 +31
- Atlanta . +9 . #29 -18 -38 +12 b + 7 +13
Chicago . * 1 ) =10 =28 + 4 415 +5 +16
St. Louis | -+ 3 4k [} =31 +5 +1 +3 +21
Minneapolis .| .+ L +8 +3 =26 + L -2 + L +5
Kansas City | .+ 3 ‘-1 -0 =18 +5 +5 +2 +9
Dallas +12 +17 -6 -3 | +5 +28 +1 © 413
San Francisco -3 +1 -7 =21 -2 + 7 +11 +26
U. Se Total| - + L +5 -L -2 +5 +12 +6 +18
No. of stores|— 747 w7 589 | 589 . 589 589 522 522

1/ At retail value. ‘

Accounts Receivable and Collections

Percentage change . i
Federal Accounts receivable, end of month Collections during month
Reserve . Total Instalment Total Instaluent

District |iug. 'L8[Sept.'L7[Aug. 'L8]Sept.'L7[Ag, 'LB[Sept. L7 Aug. —L_T.;egt.'u'i !

to to |.. to . to .

8 ! 8|Sert. '8 nggt,'QB §egt.'g8 Sept. 'L8

Boston + 6 +25 ‘.2 +23 +10 - 9 L+ 8 -3
- New York + 2 2. +2 451 + L +9 + 3. + 8
Philadelphia 3 "I SN Y + b - #l3 #2 o w27 +1 +1
- Cleveland +2 51 . + 3 +62 -3 +'5 +1 +12
Richmond + 3 +43 + 3 +36 + 3 +9 [¢] +1
Atlanta +11 +61 +8 +43 +1- -1 +5 -6
Chicago + 0 +40 +L +hb -1 +5 -1 [¢]
St. Louis + Ul +48 - + b +53 [¢] -1 +1 + b
Y¥inneapolis +5 +29 + ; +36 +3 -1 +3 [}
Kansas. City +5 | 43k P 1/ +1 7 1/ . 1/
Dallas . +8 +6U +8 +h2 +2 + L <3 -2
San Franciscol + 3 +43 +6 +l2 0 +5 -2 (o]

U.'Se Total| + L4 | 445 + b +7 +1 + b +2 s b
No. of stores| 667 667 220.. 220 """ 667 667 220 220

Digitize & SeptanBer A9L8 Tlgures are preliminary and swbject To revision.
http: //frels’e?%ﬁ?rgféﬂ S‘Rﬁd disclosure of operations of individual establishments.
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