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•Furniture store sales showed;somewhat l ess than 

seasonal r i s e in May, with small increases registered in both cash and 
credit sa les . Cash sales were 12 Iper.cent .smaller than the May 19U7 
volume! Credit sales were larger than a year ea r l i e r ; charge-account 
sales were up 2 per cent,, and instalment sales, 17 per cent. 

Inventories declined 3 per cent, but a t the end of the month 
were 16 per cent above those held by credi ts granting r e t a i l furn i ture 
stores a year ago* -On May 31 they averaged about four months' supply 
a t the current ra te of sa le . 

Instalment accounts receivable showed a small gain in May, 
and exceeded the year-ago level by U8. per cent. Collections on i n s t a l -
ment accounts increased s l ight ly from April to May, and the ra t io of 
these collections to accounts outstanding on Hay 1 was 19 per cent, the 
same as the r a t i o fo r the two preceding months. At the May collection 
ra te instalment accounts would be outstanding about nine and one-half 
months. 

Furniture s tore S t a t i s t i c s for May 19U8 

Percentage change from; 
April 191*8 " 

to 
May 191*8 

May 19U7 
to 

May 19U8 

Net sales I 
Total 
Cash sales 
Credit sa les : Instalment ' 

Charge account • . 

•Accounts receivable, "at end of mpnth 
Total 
Instalment 

Collections during month 
Tot^al . 

- Instalment 
i Inventories, end of month, a t r e t a i l Value 

• 3. 
+ 3 

+ h 
• 3 

• 3 
• 1 

+ 6 
-12 
•17 
• 2 

+U3 
+h& 

*11 
>13 

+16 

Note.—These f igures are preliminary ai idsubject to revision. 
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RETAIL FURNITURE STORES - MAX 191*8* 

Sales and inventories 

Federal Reserve 

- 1 Percent! ize change 

Federal Reserve -Total net sales Cash sales Credit sa les . Invent* 
end of i 

ar iesw 
nonth-

Dis t r ic t Apr.*1*8 Itiy fU7 Apr.*1*8 May *U7 Apr.*1*8 May *1*7 Apr. *1*8 May '1*7 
to ' t o to to . to to . to to 

May *1*8 May »Ji8 MW , l x 8 May '1*8 May »U8 May '1*8 May *1*8 May '1*8 

Boston +17 .+ U *10 -ll* •19 • 7 - 2 +16 
New York + u •13 • 6 * 7 + 3 +21* - 1* +18 
Philadelphia • 8 - 1 • 7 -31 + 9 + 8 - 5 + 9 
Clevelahd + 8 • 6 •15 .-20 + 6 +11 0 +22 
Richmond • 2 . - 1 + 5 -18 + 1 • 2 0 +21 
Atlanta . + 6 . - 5 + a -25 + 9 0 - 2 +15 
Chicago. * 3 - 1 + 3 -20 • 1 + a - 5 +11 
S t . Louis 0 +19 + 3 -22 - 1* +18 + 3 + 5 
Minneapolis - 6 - 2 -10 -10 - 7 + 1 + 1* +12 
Kansas City + 1 + 9 - 1 r l l + 1 +16 - 2 +13 
Dallas + 3 • 9 0 -22 +. 2 +12 - 3 0 
San.Francisco • 1* • 8 + 5 - 1* • i t . +11* - 1* +21 

U. S. Total • 1* • 6 + 1* -12 + 1* +11 - 3 +16 

Number of stores 717 717 558 558 558 558 1*90 1*90 

TJ At r e t a i l value. 

Accounts Receivable and Collections 

Federal Reserve 

Percentage change 

Federal Reserve 
Accounts receival 3le, end of month . Collections < iur-ing month 

Federal Reserve Toi bal Insta] Lment Total Insta; Lment 
Dis t r ic t Apr. *1*8 May *1*7 Apr.'1*6 May *1*7 Apr. '1*8 May *1*7 Apr. *1*8 May *1*7 

.to to to to to to to to 
May 'L8 May '1*8 May *U9 May '1*8 May *1*8 May *1*8 May '1*8 May '1*8 

Boston + 5 +23 + 3 +22 + 1* • 6 - 3 • 1* 
New York + 2 +1*6 • 2 +58 - 2 +18 - 3 +25 
Philadelphia • 3 +1*7 • 3 +1*9 + u +10 + 1* * 7 
Cleveland + 6 +51 • 7 +61* +10 +12 •10 + 5 
Richmond . , • 3 +37 + It +50 - l + 3 + 8 + 8 
Atlanta + 1* +36 • 1 +21 + 5 + 2 + 1* - 6 
Chicago + 3 +37 + 3 +1*0 + 1* +11 • 6 +13 
S t . Louis + 1* +57 + 1* +56 + 7 +15 • 1 +17 
Minneapolis + 1* +22 + 5 •32 0 0 0 • 2 
Kansas City • 6 +31* 1 / 1 / + 1 +11 1/ 1/ 
Dallas + 3 +53 + 1* +17 + 1* • +11* +H +"7 
San Francisco + 1* +1*2 + 2 +37 + 2 +13 - 5 -10 

U. S. Total + 1* +L3 + 3 +U8 + 3 +11 + i +13 

Number, of staresi 639 .. . 639 . .218 . 218 639 639 218 218 

* May 19U8 f igures are preliminary and subject to revision. 
1 / Withheld to avoid disclosure of operations of individual establishments. Digitized for FRASER 
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