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Furniture Store sa les showed- a r ^na l l decline in February, although 

some incriaag^ i s usual7 i n t h i s m o h t h , This' decrease r e f l ec t ed the ; e f fec t ' of 
reduct ions-of '12 peh'-cflgnt i n .cash sa les ahd 8yper cent in charge-accouht s a l e s , 
p a r t i a l l y o f f s e t t y a s l igh t r i s e i n ihstalnetEt . sa les . Charge-account sales 
f e l l below tile year-ago vo lwe f o r the f i r s t time since May 19h$, while cash 
sales , declined lit per cent over the year-period. Instalment sales were 11 per 
Cent larger , titani i n February: las t year . • 

. .. Inventor ies were b u i l t up 7 per fceYvt £n February, and were lit per 
cerit .abqve fttiosq held by r e t a i l f u rn i t u r e s t d r e s ' a year e a r l i e r . At the end of 
the month they averaged f i v e and one-half months' supply a t the current r a t e of 
sa l e , ' -

Instalment accounts receivable were 2 per cent l e s s t han ' a t the end 
of the preceding month, buS exceeded the amount; outstanding a year-ago 
by $3 per cent . Collections on instalments accounts -declined $ per cent during 
the morith, and amounted to 17 per cent lof accounts outstanding on February 1 as 
compared with about"18'per cent a month e a r l i e r . At the current r a t e of repay-
ment instalment accounts would be outstanding approximately ten and one-half 
months. ' ;>-v 

Furniture Store S t a t i s t i c s f o r February 191.8 

Percentage change from: 
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N<^te.—Th^se figuifes are preliminary and stfbject to rev is ion . 
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RETAIL FURNITURE STORES - FEBRUARY 1918* 

Sales arid Inventories 

Federal Reserve 

Percentage change 

Federal Reserve Total ne t sa les Cash s a l e s Credit sa les Inventories, / 
end of month-' 

D i s t r i c t Jan.'1*8 Feb.'1*7 Jan.'U8 Feb.'U? Jan.'U3 Feb.'U? Jan.'U8 Feb.'U? 
- to" ' to t o to t o t o to to 

Feb:'U8 Feb.«U8 Feb.'US Feb.>U8 Feb.'US Feb.'US Feb.'US Feb.'US 

Boston •; - 3 - 1 6 - 5 V - 3 - 1 5 • u • 1 5 
New York • 1 8 • 1 9 • 1 5 • 6 • 2 3 • 3 3 • 7 • 1 3 
Philadelphia - 3 • 7 - 1 1 - 1 2 - 2 • 1 1 • 3 . • 1 1 
Cleveland - 0 • 7 - 1 2 - 1 6 • 2 • 1 1 • 5 • 1 9 
Richmond - 5 • 2 - 7 - 1 9 - U • 9 • 9 • 1 1 
Atlanta - l - 3 - 1 0 - 3 0 - 1 • 1 • 7 • 2 
Chicago - 3 • U - H i - 6 - % • 9 • 7 • 2 1 
S t . Louis • 5 • 7 - 1 0 - 3 1 - 6 • 5 • 7 • 1 8 
Minneapolis - 1 - 5 - 1 5 - 1 1 • U - U • 1 1 ' •3U 
Kansas City • 2 - 3 - 1 3 - 2 U • 8 t 5 . • 7 • 7 
Dallas - 7 — 6 - 2 7 - 3 1 * 2 - U • 5 • 3 
San Francisco -l i t - 6 - 2 2 - 1 U - 1 2 - 3 • 7 • 1 6 

U. S. Total - 3 • 2 - 1 2 - 1 U - 2 + 7 . • •lU 

Number of s tores 7 0 0 7 0 0 5 1 5 5U5 5U5 5U5 U 8 2 . U82 

Accounts Receivable and Collections 

Federal Reserve 
D i s t r i c t 

Accounts receivable.end of month 
Percentage change 

Toi 
Jan. 'U8 

t o 
Feb.'1x8 

t a l 
Feb.'U? 

t o 
Feb. 

Instalment 
Jan.'U8 

t o 
Feb. '18 

Feb.'U7 
t o 

Feb.'U8 

Collections during month 
Total 

Jan. 'U8 
t o 

Feb«'U8 

F e b . » U 7 
t o 

Feb.'U8 

Instalment 
Jan. »ti8 
" t o 

Feb.'U8 

F e b . ' U ? 
to 

Feb.'U8 

Boston 
New York 
Philadelphia 
Cleveland 
Richmond 
Atlanta 
Chicago 
S t . Louis 
Minneapolis 
Kansas City 
Dallas 
San Francisco 

U. S. Total 

Number of s tores 

- 1 
- 2 
- 2 
- 1 
- 2 
- 1 
- 2 
-21 
- 2 
- 2 

0 
- 3 

- 3 

621* 

• 3 2 
• 5 2 
•U2 
• 5 0 
•U7 
•UU a 
•21 
• 3 7 
•53 
•U2 

•U6 

62U 

- 1 
- 2 

0 
- 3 
- 2 
- 1 

V 
- 3 
- 2 

- 2 

205 

% 
1 
+37 
• U 6 
• 5 1 

• 3 U 
• 3 5 

• 5 3 

2 0 5 

-12 
- U 

. -12 
-10-

: ? • 
-12 
- 6 

-11 
- l U 
-11 

-10 

621* 

•10 
• 3 0 
• 1 7 
• 9 
• 1 U 
• 5 
•20 
•16 
• 2 
• 1 3 
- 9 
•20 

•16 

62b 

-12 
0 

1 ? 
- U 
- 9 
r 6 
-10 

1 
-15 

- 5 

205. 

• 8 
•U0 

1 
•10 
•26 
• 5 

1/ 
- 2 
• U 

• 2 3 

2 0 5 

* February 191*8 f igures are preliminary and subject to r ev i s ion . 
1 / Withheld t o avoid disclosure of operations of individual establishments. Digitized for FRASER 
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