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i RETAIL FURNITURE. REPORT. FOR NOVEMBER 19L7 

Furniture 'store sales rfos'e 7 per cent in November. This increase re -
f lec ted a larger expansion in instalment sa les than ip. customary from October to 
November and* a contraseasonaT r i s e in ' sa les Gin charge "account. Gash sales , vhich 
ordinarily increase moderately in November, showed l i t t l e change from ihs preceding 
month and were 12 per cent below the year-ago volume. Both types of.credit , sales , 
however', were substantial ly above the level of November l a s t year. 

Inventories were bu i l t up s l ight ly , and. on November 30 were 13 per cent 
larger than on the corresponding date a year ea r l i e r . At the end,of the month they 
amounted to three and one-half months' supply a t the current rate of sa le . 

Instalment accounts receivable increased 10 per cent during November, a 
s l ight ly higher percentage gain than i s usual in th i s month. Collections on in-
stalment accounts were unchanged from the October level , result ing in a collection 
ra t io of 23 per cent, the same as a month e a r l i e r . At .the prevailing ra te of 
repayment, instalment accounts nould be outstanding around eight months. 

Furniture Store S t a t i s t i c s fo r November 19ii7 -

" Percentage change from: 
October 19U7 November 19h6 

to to 
November 19h7 November 19U7 

Net sales - . : 
Total . V.v. • • • 7 i v +17 
Cash s&les ; \ ; " + 1 - -12 

• Credit.' sa les : Instalment . +12 ; •33 
,Chargfe account v. >: 4 .+20 

Accounts receivable, at eiid pf month 
Total ' ' ^ ' ; +U5 
Instalment +10 ^ +50 

Collections during month 
Total * ' + 2 +18 
Instalment : 0 +15 

Inventories, end of month, at r e t a i l value ;V + 3 +13 

Note.—These f igures are preliminary and subject to revision. 
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RETAIL FURNITURE STORES - NOVMiBER 19h7* 

Sales and Inventories 

Federal Reserve 

Percent! age change 

Federal Reserve Total"net sales Cash sales Credit sales Inven 
end of i 

tories 
month y 

Distr ict : OcV'ltf- NpVi '^6 Oct,'17 Nov, >1*6 Oct. 'It? Npv» tjh6 Oct. «U7 Nov. 1 'U6 
. to • • to. .- . to . to . to ; . to 

Nov.'h7 Nov. fhl Hov.'M Nov. »ii7 No;V, »U7 Nov»fli7 Nov. »li7 liov. 1 >L7 

.Boston-. v., , 6-..; .•13.- - 9 . -20 * • U 5. •21 ••••+• 5 +22 
New York •1-5 . +18 • 7 - 7 . >18:: • +28. o . •12 
Philadelphia •12 •15 • 5 - a •1U +27 - l +28 
.Cleveland • 1 +13 • • 7 • —16, = .•.2 +18 •26 0 
Richmond . •. . +10 *17 . 1 • • Lr ; -lit ; +12 +29 + 1 • 1 
At lanta . . 0 X ;.+ll- . r 5 •^29'.- . 0 . •19 * + h • •+ 3 
Chicago • 2 •15 -11 -16 + U +30 • 6 +1h 
Sjb, Louis; 
Minneapolis : • 

+ k • •22 - • -.1*. . -17 : +' 5 >33 v. • u +17 Sjb, Louis; 
Minneapolis : • , - . 9 < 6 - 9 ! -12 • 6 +11 • t 6 >12 
Kansa? :-City; • • - 2 : •19 . - 8 - 7 0 +31 : - 9 > 5 
Dallas >12 •16. - 1 : -21 : +15 • +22. • 2 •11 
San Franpisco •23 .•. 7 - 2 • +11* . +32 .+ 3 +19 

U. C. Total + 7 *17 • 1 -12 + 9 +27 • 3 +13 

Number of stores . 673 673 . .. 535_„ ... 535 . . 453 . . .. A53 
* 2 / . At de ta i l value 

Accounts Receivable and Collections 

Percental Re change 
•Accounts receivable,end of month Col Lections 1 

Federal Reserve ' * Total Instalment To-ta l Insta: 
. d i s t r i c t Qc.t.»U7 Nov.»U6 0ct.«U7 Nov,»U6 Oct.'lf? Nov..'lt6, Oct. «li7 Nov* «U6 

, to t * to t o . . ; tO % ' :. to to to 
• " Nov. *U7 Nov.*U7 Nov.'U7 Nov.'U7 Nov. '1*7 Nov.*U7 Nov. *1x7 Nov. »ii7 

Bostoji . + 3 •2U • 2 •18 - u ' + 1 • +12 
New Y.ork j +12 +55 +13 +67 - 1 +21 . + 1 u +26 
Philadelphia •10 +U1 + 9 •3U • 3 + h + 2 + h 
Cleveland ' • 6 ' +U9 + h +38 - U + 9 . -11 ' + 3 
Richmond : + 7 • la • 7 •50 0 +11 - .1 +15 
Atlanta : + 5 +36 • 6 •37 - 2 • 8 - 2 •11 
Chicago + 7 ;+U3 + 7 +12 - u +15 - 5 •Hi 
S t . Louis • .+10 '+33 • 9 v +1>U . : - 5 +11 : • - 1 - • •; U 
Minneapolis + 5 * +28 • 6 +35 - 8 • u - 6 + h 
Kansas City" •11 +53 *V6' ' +55" - L +21 ' -10 ~ +15 
Dallas f 9 +1*2 + 5 . +25 • • - 3 . 0 - 5 - + 2 
San Francisco + 8 +52 • 6 + a +17 *Ul 0 + 6 

U. S. Total • 8 +15 •10 +50 • 2 +18 0 •15 

Number of stores 610 610 197 197 610 610 197 197 
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